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INTRODUCTION 


Why  should  we  be  interested  in  our  ancestors? 

If  there  is  a  long  line  of  recorded  ancestors,  it  may 
denote  good  physical  stamina  and  strong  mental  char¬ 
acteristics,  which  overcame  adverse  living  conditions 
and  social  or  religious  persecution.  There  may  have 
been  geographical  conditions  which  prevented  members 
of  the  clan  from  dispersing  and  becoming  lost  in  other 
groups. 

The  desire  to  imitate  the  deeds  of  ancestors  is  not 
the  least  reason  for  being  interested  in  the  lives  of  our 
forefathers.  Pride  may  arouse  interest,  but  curositv 
is  perhaps  the  greatest  force  which  stirs  people  to  dig 
up  information  about  those  who  bore  them.  There 
is  also  much  pleasure  to  be  derived  from  looking  up 
cur  ancestral  tree.  One  is  inclined  to  proceed  as  in 
daily  life,  and  strive  to  forget  the  fellow  who  stole  a 
melon  and  to  extol  the  good  fellow  who  never  missed 
Sunday  School. 

In  pursuit  of  information  for  this  genealogy  neither 
pirate  nor  horse  thief  has  been  found. 

Occasionally,  the  irony  of  circumstances  urges  the 
pursuer  of  ancestors  to  dig  up  the  skeleton  and  shake 
it  in  order  to  see  other  members  of  the  family  turn 
up  a  sensitive  nose  at  the  mention  of  some  incident 
which  mars  their  self  righteousness. 

If  in  this  assemblage  of  ancestors,  events,  history, 
expanded  truths  or  downright  falsehoods  there  should 
appear  some  note  which  offends,  just  classify  the  item 
in  its  proper  category  and  pass  on  to  read  more,  or 
close  the  incident  by  ceasing  the  perusal  of  this  epistle. 

Man,  as  a  rule,  does  not  make  scientific  use  of  his 
own  ancestry  as  he  does  that  of  animals.  He  does  not 
often  select  the  characteristics  which  would  build  up 
a  superman  as  he  selects  animals  to  produce  special 
types,  which  are  for  particular  purposes. 
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History  Of  The  Beeson  Family 

1952 

BEESON  FAMILY 
The  Beginnings 

The  Beeson  family  came  from  the  British  Isles. 
They  were  of  the  Friends  or  Quaker  faith  and  followed 
various  occupations.  Tradition  has  it  that  some  of  them 
were  fishermen,  and  that  some  of  the  men  were  lost 
in  the  wrecking  of  a  whaling  boat  off  the  coast  of  Scot¬ 
land.  There  is  a  record  of  Beesons  who  lived  in  Boston, 
on  land  which  became  the  battlefield  of  Bunker  Hill. 

In  the  records  of  Fort  Necessity,  Pennsylvania,  which 
was  built  by  young  Captain  George  Washington  to 
protect  his  retreat  before  the  French  in  the  French 
and  Indian  War,  is  found  an  account  of  a  Beeson  who 
was  furnishing  supplies  or  transportation  to  the  Eng¬ 
lish.  That  must  have  been  about  1753  or  1754. 

Direct  Genealogy  of  the  John  Henry  Beeson  family 
since  1682: 

Edward  m.  Rachel  Pennington  —  Came  from  England 
1682.  There  were  three  sons  and  one  daughter. 
Richard  m.  Charity  Grubbs  —  Six  sons  and  three 
daughters. 

William  m.  Mary  Mills  —  Seven  sons  and  five  daughters. 

William  m.  Jenny  Patterson  —  Three  sons  and  five 
daughters. 

Joseph  m.  Elizabeth  Johnson  —  Dan  Rhoda  Beeson 
daughter  d.  3/6/1802. 

m.  Mary  Macy  v 

William  b.  2/12/1805 
Jesse  b.  5/5/1807 
Tristram  b.  2/5/1810 
Betsey  b.  8/13/1812 
Miriam  b.  9/10/1814 
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Tristram  m. _ Hanley  d.  1844 

Mary  b.  1838  m.  Thornton  Ruby 
Sarah  b.  1840  m.  Dan  French 
John  Henry  b.  5/2/1842  m.  Cordelia 
J.  Brentlinger 

m.  Hannah  Castle 

Priscilla  b.  1845  m.  T  Huey 
Della  b.  7/1848  m.  Thomas  Price 

The  material  for  this  record  was  obtained  from  vari¬ 
ous  sources.  Henry  H.  Beeson  of  Shreveport,  Louisi¬ 
ana  and  of  Dallas,  Texas,  prepared  a  chart  of  the  first 
four  generations  of  the  Beeson  family  in  America.  This 
chart  furnished  what  seemed  to.  be  a  very  accurate 
record.  This  chart  has  been  compared  with  volumes  of 
Friend’s  Quarterly  Meeting  Records,  which  have  been 
compiled  and  placed  in  the  Public  Library  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio.  There  are  also  records  of  people  who  are  eligible 
to  become  members  of  the  D.  A.  R. 

These  Quarterly  Meeting  Records  show  that  Friends 
traveled  from  the  New  England  Colonies  and  from 
Pennsylvania  to  the  Carolinas.  Some  of  the  Carolina 
Quarterly  Meetings  were:  New  Garden  Monthly  Meet¬ 
ings,  Center  Monthly  Meeting,  Guilford  County,  and 
Deep  River  Monthly  Meeting.  There  are  other  monthly 
meetings  recorded,  some  of  them  were  in  Pennsylvania. 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Iowa. 

There  were  some  records  of  the  family  of  Joseph 
Beeson  found  in  the  Dayton,  Ohio  Courthouse  and  in  a 
History  of  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  and  also  a  few 
Bible,  personal  and  tombstone  records. 

The  chart  records  are  identical  with  the  church 
records,  however,  the  church  records  include  some  very 
interesting  incidents.  A  boy  may  have  married  out  of 
the  church  and  he  was  dropped  from  the  church  re¬ 
cords.  Or  a  family  is  reinstated  which  had  been 
dropped. 
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The  Joseph  Henry  Beeson  Family 

Joseph  H.  Beeson,  Randolph  County,  North  Carolina, 
was  born  May  14,  1777,  and  died  July  20,  1850.  Records 
do  not  show  where  or  when  Elizabeth,  his  first  wife, 
died.  Joseph  married  Mary  Macy,  1804.  She  was  born 
December  24,  1776,  died  May  7,  1844. 

The  migration  of  Friends  or  Quakers  to  Ohio  may 
have  begun  1802.  Tradition  tells  us  that  the  following 
families  migrated  after  the  above  date:  Swallow,  John¬ 
son,  Coppock,  Waymire,  Hutchins,  Furnas,  Macy,  Comp¬ 
ton,  Barnard,  Jones,  Pearson,  Hoover,  Com  mack, 
Young,  Barnett,  Cobles,  Woodhouse,  Insco,  Reed,  and 
Evans.  There  may  have  been  others  who  were  not 
recorded  by  history.  Tradition  has  it  that  the  settlers 
stayed  over  winter  a  few  miles  north  of  Lebanon,  Ohio 
at  Ridgeville. 

Many  Friends  migrated  to  the  Little  Miami  River 
valley  at  about  the  same  time.  The  history  of  Mont¬ 
gomery  County  notes  that  these  people  came  north 
because  they  did  not  want  to  have  a  part  in  slavery. 
Many  of  the  Friends  of  southern,  central  and  western 
Ohio  came  from  Pennsylvania  and  the  East  Coast. 

Joseph  Beeson  with  others  established  the  Randolph 
Meeting  House  at  the  crossing  of  what  is  now  the  Little 
York  Road  and  the  Peters  Pike.  Later  a  brick  building 
was  constructed.  The  congregation  grew  and  prospered 
until  just  before  the  Civil  War.  Young  people  married 
and  moved  away;  then  the  congregation  dwindled  until 
about  1880.  A  new  church  was  built  at  the  south  side 
of  Chambersburg  (Murlin  Heights),  although  the  Ran¬ 
dolph  Meeting  House  property  remained  in  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  Quarterly  meeting,  the  old  church  was 
seldom  used  for  religious  purposes.  The  cemetery  was 
well-filled. 

This  history  of  Montgomery  County  tells  us  that  the 
brick  Randolph  Meeting  House  was  built  about  1824. 
John  H.  Beeson  told  of  going  with  his  parents  to  the 
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midweek  meeting.  Tired  boys  came  from  the  various 
farms  and  soon  fell  asleep  as  they  sat  with  the  men. 
Trim  Quaker  maidens  sitting  on  the  women’s  side  of 
the  partition,  glanced  sideways  to  get  a  glimpse  of  a 
boy  whom  their  fancy  might  favor. 

David  Hoover  came  from  the  Carolina’s  as  early  as 
1801.  With  others,  he  looked  over  the  country  near 
Union  on  the  west  side  of  Stillwater  and  east  of  Still¬ 
water  in  the  neighborhoods  of  the  Randolph  Church, 
Polk  Grove  and  Chambersburg.  There  were  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Friends  who  settled  in  Mad  River,  Harrison, 
Wayne  or  Randolph  Townships.  They  were:  Sinks, 
Young,  Williams,  Kennedy,  Robert  Hosier  who  laid  out 
Chambersburg;  Smith  Gregg  who  lived  on  the  Peters 
Pike  south  of  Randolph  Meeting  House,  and  Samuel 
Wells  of  Maryland,  who  came  to  Miami  County.  Inn¬ 
keepers  at  Chambersburg  were:  Peter  Fox,  John  Mc- 
Dargh,  and  later  William  Harlow.  Brenner,  Booher, 
Black,  Wells,  Sunderland,  Neff  and  Crook,  who  was  the 
father  of  Gen.  George  N.  Crook,  were  the  men  who 
settled  near  Miami,  Stillwater,  and  Mad  River,  between 
1800  and  1815. 

History  relates  that  there  were  deer,  bear,  wild  cats, 
a  few  wolves  and  wild  turkeys  as  late  as  1830. 

Tristram  Beeson 

Tristram  Beeson,  the  fourth  child  of  Joseph  Beeson 
was  born  February  5,  1810  and  lived  all  of  his  life  on 
the  land  which  his  father  entered  about  1802.  The  land 
by  present  day  boundaries  was  on  the  east  side  of  the 
New  Troy  Pike  or  Route  25,  Brentwood  Avenue  on  the 
South  and  Maxton  Road  on  the  north.  Some  of  the  land 
extended  three-fourths  of  a  mile  or  more,  east  of 
Route  25.  This  farm  is  on  the  water-shed  of  the  Great 
Miami  and  Stillwater  rivers.  The  forests  were  very 
heavy  and  consisted  of  white  oak,  red  oak,  burr  oak, 
poplar,  walnut,  hickory,  elm,  sycamore,  beech  and  ash 
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trees,  some  of  which  were  five  feet  in  diameter.  Joseph 
Beeson  built  his  home  about  twenty  rods  east  of  what 
is  now  Route  25,  and  five  rods  north  of  what  is  now 


HANNAH  AND  TRISTRAM  BEESON 


Brentwood  Road.  The  first  house  was  made  of  logs. 
Within  a  few  years  a  four-room,  well-built  home  was 
constructed ;  there  was  a  large  kitchen  with  a  porch  on 
the  east  side  of  the  house.  The  barn  was  of  logs  and 
was  large  enough  for  a  team  and  wagon  to  be  driven 
through  the  center.  A  carriage  house  was  built  later. 
The  large  lawn  was  fenced.  There  was  a  spacious  yard 
between  the  barn  and  house.  From  the  barnyard  a  lane 
extended  to  the  highway.  However,  the  highway  was 
not  established  until  nearly  1820.  The  country  was 
still  wild  enough  to  be  inhabited  by  deer. 

Joseph  Beeson  deeded  the  land  to  his  third  son,  Tris¬ 
tram,  for  taking  care  of  his  wife  until  her  death.  (Re¬ 
corded  in  the  Court  Records,  Dayton,  Ohio  —  Estate  of 
Joseph  Beeson.  Case  No.  2298  A-l  Page  408.) 

Tristram  married  Miss  Hanley  who  became  the 
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mother  of  Mary,  Sarah  and  John.  In  1844  the  birth  of 
a  second  son  brought  death  to  the  mother.  The  mother 


TRISTRAM  BEESON  HOMESTEAD,  1951 


and  child  were  buried  in  the  Old  Claget  Cemetery,  one 
mile  northwest  of  the  Methodist  Church,  Northridge, 
Ohio.  (Ebenezer). 

Tristram  married  Hannah  Castle,  who  was  the  moth¬ 
er  of  Priscilla,  b.  1845,  d.  July,  1911,  and  Della,  b.  1848 
and  d.  July,  1911. 

Tristram  Beeson  was  very  active  in  community  affairs. 
October  22,  1879,  he  was  on  his  way  to  the  lime  kiln 
to  get  lime  to  do  some  repair  work  on  the  church  at 
Chambersburg,  when  he  stopped  at  Johnson  Station 
and  talked  over  some  business  with  Andrew  Brentlinger 
and  others.  Brentlinger  boarded  the  local  passenger 
train  to  Tad  mo  re.  Beeson  untied  his  horse  and  drove 
ento  the  railroad  track,  when  the  fast  train  from  the 
south,  struck  and  killed  both  horse  and  driver.  Tris- 
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tram  was  buried  in  Beardshear  Cemetery  along  with 
Hannah  Castle  Beeson.  Priscilla  and  Della  are  buried 
on  the  same  lot. 


GENEALOGY 

1-1  John  H.  Beeson  (b.  5/2/1842)  married  (10/5/1865)  to  Cor¬ 
delia  J.  Brentlinger  Beeson  (b.  12/15/1845,  d.  5/5/1922). 

1-2  Maggie  Bell  Beeson  (b.  8/14/1866,  d.  11/24/1945) 
married  8/7/1889  to  Henry  Webb  Flatter  (b.  12/5/ 
1866,  d.  3/11/1927). 

1- 3  Claude  M.  Flatter  (b.  3/24/1891)  married 

(9/14/1916)  to  Ethel  Hoover  (b.  7/24/1899). 

1- 4  Martha  June  Flatter  (b.  8/17/1917) 

married  (11/6/1939)  to  Ward  Camp¬ 
bell  (b.  3/5/1916). 

2- 4  Clarence  M.  Flatter  (b.  3/9/1924) 

*  married  (11/3/1945)  to  Dorothy  Pitts 

(b.  6/14/1929). 

1-5  Connie  Gail  Flatter  (b.  5/1/ 
1951). 

2- 3  Henry  Everett  Flatter  (b.  4/3/1893,  d.  11/13/ 

1949)  married  (5/16/1917  to  Myrtle  Estella 
Shoup  (b.  11/21/1893). 

1- 4  Miriam  Elizabeth  Flatter  (b.  12/23/ 

1917)  married  (4/5/1938)  to  Robert 
Butts  (b.  11/20/1915). 

1-5  Robert  Dale  Butts  (b.  2/13/ 
1940).. 

2  5  Paul  Edward  Butts  (b.  3/2/ 
1943). 

3-5  Linda  Louise  Butts  (b.  10/13/ 
1950). 

2- 4  Ellen  Eileen  Flatter  (b.  5/7/1921). 

3- 3  Emma  Luella  Flatter  (b.  8/14/1895)  married 

(9/15/1920)  to  Elbert  Potts  (b.  10/19/1895, 
d.  7/13/1941);  married  (4/17/19 48 )  to  James 
P.  Bell  (b.  8/20/1890,  d.  4/21/1951). 

1-5  Sharon  Ann  Potts  (b.  7/16/ 
married  Donna  L.  Hay  (12/9/1944) 
(b.  7/11/1928). 

1-4  Myron  Potts  (Foster)  (b,  1/21/1928) 
1945). 
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2- 5  Charlene  Sue  Potts  (b.  1/19/ 

1947) . 

3- 5  Terry  Lee  Potts  (b.  3/27/ 

1949) . 

4- 5  Larry  Eugene  Potts  (b.  9/9/ 

1950,  d.  10  30/1950). 

4-3  Della  May  Flatter  (b.  5 '30/1898)  married 
(8/29/1917)  to  Emerson  S.  Rudy  (b.  6/10/ 
1897). 

1- 4  Lucille  Rudy  (b.  3  12/1919)  married 

(7/1/1938)  to  Garner  M.  Wilson  (b. 
6/15/1918). 

1- 5  __ _ _ _ _ _ 

2- 5  Sandra  K.  Wilson  (b.  6/1/ 

1943). 

2- 4  Ralph  Emerson  Rudy  (b.  9  15  1920) 

married  (11/2/1939)  to  Pauline  R. 
Hammann  (b.  4/14/1924). 

1- 5  Ronald  Ralph  Rudy  (b.  12/1/ 

1943). 

2- 5  Diane  Louise  Rudy  (b.  7/28/ 

1948) . 

3- 4  Ellis  Cecil  Rudy  (b.  9/13/1921)  mar¬ 

ried  (10/9/1941)  to  Beatrice  Dean 

(d.  _  1944)  married  (6  __/1945) 

to  Dorothy  Mae  Adams  (b.  12/13/ 
1926). 

1- 5  Linda  Lee  Rudy  (b.  10/12/ 

1946). 

2- 5  Donna  Lee  Rudy  (b.  3/9/ 

1948). 

3- 5  Carol  Jane  Rudy  (b.  12/25/ 

1950) . 

4- 4  Roy  William  Rudy  (b.  2/9/1924)  mar¬ 

ried  (2/8/1946)  to  Agnes  Burkhard 
(b.  8/23/1922). 

5- 4  Lee  Edward  Rudy  (b.  3/3/1927,  d. 

9/25/1927). 

6- 4  Phyllis  Louise  Rudy  (b.  1/4  1931) 

married  (2/14/1950)  to  Raymond 
Scholl,  Jr.  (b.  3/23  1928) 

1-5  Michael  Charles  Scholl  (b.  9/ 
25/1950). 


2-5 


(b.  12/7/1951). 


. 
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5-3  Lewis  Franklin  Flatter  (b.  10/15/1900)  mar¬ 
ried  (6/10/1925)  to  Margaret  Sneddon  (b. 
11/29/1901. 

1- 4  Margaret  Verne  Flatter  (b.  5  7  1926) 

married  (2/15/1947)  to  Patrick  George 
Jr.  (b.  __  1925). 

1-5  Michael  George  (b.  1  15  1948  V. 

2- 4  Brent  Flatter  (Adopted)  (b.  12  29/ 

1934)  (Readopted  by  George  Walker). 

G-3  Ruth  Louise  Flatter  (b.  1/7/1904)  married 
(1/20/1923)  to  Raymond  William  Shoup  (b. 
4/8/1897). 

1- 4  Rodger  William  Shoup  (b.  5/25  1927, 

d.  1/8/1928). 

2- 4  Marvin  Andrew  Shoup  (b.  12/30  > 

1928)  married  (11/17/1949)  to  Betty 
L.  Critzer  (b.  3/18/1931). 

3- 4  Allen  Lee  Shoup  (b.  4/9  1932)  mar¬ 

ried  Pauline  ______  (11/4/1951). 

2-2  Cora  Elizabeth  Beeson  (b.  9/18/1883)  married  (12/ 
3/1891)  to  Charles  Hall  Wells  (b.  6/29/1871,  d. 
7/29/1948). 

13  Ralph  William  Wells  (b.  11/20/1892)  mar¬ 
ried  (6/25/1913)  to  Eva  B.  Whitmer  (b.  10 
3/1892).  Married  (1/27/1927)  to  Nellie  An¬ 
drews  (b.  7/10/1897). 

1- 4  Virginia  Juanita  Wells  (b.  5/8/1914) 

married  (9/14/1935)  to  James  Cordy 
(b.  1/5/1902). 

1-5  Lee  Cordy  (Step-son). 

-2  5  Dale  Cordy  (b.  5/9/1939). 

3- 5  Nita  Cordy  (b.  8,  19  1941). 

4- 5  Michael  Dean  Cordy  (b.  7/18 

1945) . 

5- 5  Gerald  Alan  Cordy  (b.  8 '31/ 

1946) . 

2- 4  Carl  Franklin  Wells  (b.  3  10  1916) 

married  (11/22/1938)  to  Mary  Kasko 
(b.  8/17/16). 

1- 5  Carolyn  Nancy  Wells  (b.  8, 

19/1939). 

2- 5  Larry  Wells  (b.  3/24  1945). 

3- 5  David  Franklin  (b.  5  16  1951). 
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3- 4  Harold  Wells  (b.  12/10/1919,  d.  2/22/ 

1920). 

4- 4  Ralph  William  Wells,  Jr.  (b.  10/9/ 

1922)  married  (3/9/1944)  to  Marjorie 
Leona  Hanover. 

1- 5  Pamela  Kay  Wells  (b.  3/31/ 

1948). 

2- 5  Janett  Lynn  (b.  2/6/1951). 

2- 3  John  Rowland  Wells  (b.  4/2/1897)  married 
(6/2/1920)  to  Nettie  Lohman  (b.  4  4/1897). 

1-4  Don  Wells  (b.  9/12/1921)  married 
(6/30/1949)  to  Margaret  Ann  Houser. 

3- 3  Dorothy  Mabel  Wells  (b.  2/26/1906)  married 

(1/12/1928)  to  Wayne  Duncan  (b.  12/3/ 1904). 

1- 4  Cordelia  Duncan  (b.  8/5/1929)  mar¬ 

ried  (10/10/1948)  to  Richard  Cooper 
(b.  5/8/—). 

1-5  Cinderella  K.  Cooper  (b.  6/ 
19/1949). 

2- 4  Wells  Duncan  (b.  6/6/1937). 

3-2  Caroline  Priscilla  Beeson  (b.  9/19/1870,  d.  4/19/ 
1946)  married  (8/13/1891)  to  Korah  J.  Sunderland 
(b.  10/19/1870,  d.  11/26/1951). 

1-3  Ethel  Marie  Sunderland  (b.  2/28/1892,  d. 
7/22/1924)  married  (9/5/1912)  to  Henry  S. 
Weeks  (b.  _ _ ). 

1- 4  Evelyn  Fern  Weeks  (b.  12/7/1913) 

married  (__  1935)  to  Howard  Laxton. 
1-5  Lynn  Rochelle  Laxton  (b.  2/ 
16/1937). 

2- 4  Myron  Sunderland  Weeks  (b.  4/25/ 

1916)  married  (5/4/1940)  to  Emma 
Jeanne  McCormick. 

1- 5  Jeffrey  Sunderland  Weeks  (b. 

7/11/1941). 

2- 5  Suzanne  Weeks  (b.  1  21/1944). 

3- 5  Philip  McCormick  Weeks  (b. 

5/16/1947). 

4- 5  _ _  (b.  5/16/1947,  d. 

5/16/1947). 

5- 5  Trudi  McCormick  ( b.  _  1950). 

3- 4  Phyllis  Christine  Weeks  (b.  1  14/ 

1923)  married  (__  1939)  to  Ned  Ma- 
Hanna. 
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1- 5  Patrick  King  MaHanna  (b.  6 

6/1940). 

2- 5  Michael  Lee  MaHanna  (b.  1 

1/1942). 

3- 5  Melinda  Jane  MaHanna  (b. 

11/10/1944,  d.  11  15/1944). 

2- 3  Walter  Ray  Sunderland  (b.  7/9/1893)  mar¬ 

ried  (7/28/1923)  to  Helen  I.  Brown. 

1-4  Janice  Ruth  Sunderland  (b.  3/3/1929). 

3- 3  Russell  Lowell  Sunderland  (b.  11/5  1896) 

married  (6/11/1925)  to  Mabel  E.  Madden  (b. 
8/17/1901). 

1- 4  Russell  Eugene  Sunderland  (b.  12 

24/1926,  d.  5/13/1934). 

2- 4  Betty  Sunderland  (Adopted)  (b.  2 

22/1930).  ’ 

4-2  Nellie  Victoria  Beeson  (b.  10/17/1872)  married  (2 
6/1895)  to  Frank  Booher  (b.  1/12/1865,  d.  12  11 
1929). 

Willard  Booher  (b.  12/13/1891)  son  of  Frank  and 
Tillie  Booher. 

1- 3  Esther  Florence  Booher  (b.  11/27/1895)  mar¬ 

ried  (2/11/1914)  to  August  Tron  (b.  18 
1883,  d.  2/13/1939). 

1-4  Dorothy  Beatrice  (b.  12  '25/1917)  mar¬ 
ried  (2/27/1937)  to  Richard  Jenkins 
(b.  12/4/1913). 

1- 5  Don  Paul  Jenkins  (b.  1  21 

1938,  d.  3/21/1939). 

2- 5  Judith  Ann  Jenkins  (b.  7  17 

1940). 

3- 5  Joann  Carol  Jenkins  (b.  12 

18/1946). 

2- 3  Lenna  Cordelia  Booher  (b.  1/9/1897)  married 

(2/2/1916)  to  Clarence  Pumphrey  (b.  11  27 
1895,  d.  8/12/1916).  Married  (1  12  1921)  to 
George  B.  French  (b.  9/6/1895). 

1-4  Helen  Margaret  Pumphrey  (b.  12 
26/1916)  married  (11  1936)  to  Ken¬ 
neth  Baumgardner  (b.  10  27  1914): 
married  (1942)  to  Hugh  Detrick. 

1-5  Phyllis  Jean  Baumgardner  ib. 
7/9/1937). 
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2- 4  Mildred  Adora  French  (b.  10/11/1921 ) 

married  (11/11/1911)  to  Forest  Bow¬ 
ers  (b.  12/31/1914). 

1  5  Marilyn  Kay  Bowers  (b.  9/20/ 
1951). 

3- 4  James  Wallace  French  (b.  1/16/1924) 

married  (11/18/1942)  to  Donna  Lee 
Conklin  (b.  7/11/1925). 

1- 5  Judith  Lee  French  (b.  4/26/ 

1944,  d.  4/26/1944). 

2- 5  Linda  Gail  French  (b.  6/11/ 

1946). 

3- 5  Kathy  Jo  French  (b.  2/5/ 

1948). 

3- 3  Howard  Emerson  Booher  (b.  9/18/1898) 

married  (9/4/1926)  to  Treva  Cost  (b.  10/ 
9/1906). 

1- 4  William  Lee  Booher  (b.  12/25/1927) 

married  (10/22/1948)  to  Norma  Fry 
(b.  3/19/1929). 

1- 5  Sandra  Lee  Booher  (b.  9/12/ 

1948)  (Adopted). 

2- 5  Dennis  William  Booher  (b.  9/ 

4/1950). 

2- 4  Ned  Franklin  BDoher  (b.  2/10/1932). 

3- 4  Philip  Eugene  Booher  (b.  10/2/1934, 

d.  10/2/1934). 

4- 4  Nancy  Lucille  Booher  (b.  12/ 10/1936 ) . 

4- 3  Dorothy  H.  Booher  (b.  2/8/1903)  married 

(5/14/1925)  to  Ralph  D.  Dinsmore  (b.  8/25 
/1904). 

1- 4  Kenneth  Richard  Dinsmore  (b.  11/18/ 

1925). 

2- 4  Phyllis  Jean  Dinsmore  (b.  5/31/1929) 

married  (5/28/1949)  to  Herbert  Car¬ 
ter  Wilmer  (b.  11/22/1928). 

5- 3  Robert  Franklin  Booher  (b.  10/11/1912)  mar¬ 

ried  (8/23/1933)  to  Viola  Elizabeth  Artz 
(b.  5/25/1916). 

1- 4  Wilma  Marie  Booher  (b.  12/12/1938, 

d.  12/12/1938). 

2- 4  Dale  Robert  Booher  (b.  12/13/1941). 

5-2  John  Howard  Beeson  (b.  8/18/1874,  d.  12/13/1949) 
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married  (3/4/1900)  to  Birdie  B.  Brenner  (b.  7/18/ 
1879). 

1- 3  Beatrice  Iro  Beeson  (b.  8/13/1907,  d.  5/16/ 

1911). 

2- 3  Lillie  Madaline  Beeson  (b.  5/21/1917)  mar¬ 

ried  (2/18/1936)  to  Lawrence  Earhart  (b. 
6/2/1914). 

1- 4  Lois  Jean  Earhart  (b.  9/24/1936). 

2- 4  Lawrence  Earhart  (b.  8/8/1937). 

3- 4  Janet  Louise  Earhart  (b.  1/21/1909). 

4- 4  Lorraine  Earhart  (b.  5/23/1940). 

3- 3  Warren  Lee  Beeson  (b.  5 7 5/ 1921 )  married 

(9/12/1940)  to  Doris  Lesher  (b.  6/5/1919). 

1- 4  Patricia  Arm  Beeson  (b.  6/2/1942). 

2- 4  Phyllis  Eiaine  Beeson  (b.  10/1/1943). 
6  2  Emma  Florence  Beeson’  (b.  10/31/1876)  married 

(3/2/1898)  to  Frank  E.  Kelley  (b.  12/20/1871). 

1- 3  Howard  E.  Kelley  (b.  12/8/1898)  married 

(12/8/1925)  to  Lizzie  Fouts  (b.  4/17/1899). 
1-4  Levaune  Eileen  Kelley  (b.  4/22/1827). 
7-2  Frank  Andrew  Beeson  (b.  10/13/1879)  married  (8 
9/1911)  to  Theresa  Kastner  (b.  2  9/1887). 

1  3  Caroline  Mary  Beeson  (b.  7/27/1912)  mar¬ 
ried  (6/6/1936)  to  Ernest  Evans  (b.  5,10 
1914). 

1- 4  Joe  Andrew  Evans  (b.  2/15/1939). 

2- 4  Mary  Jo  Evans  (b.  1/2/1940). 

3  4  Thomas  Lee  Evans  (b.  8/25/1941). 

4-4  Margaret  Ann  Evans  (b.  12/12/1917). 

2- 3  Margaret  Theresa  Beeson  (b.  1/11/1914) 

married  (7/17/1935)  to  Cleo  Cummins. 
1937). 

1- 4  Roberta  Ann  Cummins  (11/16  1937). 

2- 4  Charlotte  Bernadine  Cummins  (b.  10 

20/1939). 

3- 3  John  Francis  Beeson  (b.  5/15/1915)  married 

(3/10/1937)  to  Almeda  Kettlehake  (b.  5 
3/1915). 

1- 4  John  Douglas  Beeson  (b.  3/27/1940). 

2- 4  Cordelia  Jane  Beeson  (b.  1/28  1943). 

4- 3  Edward  Ambrose  Beeson  (b.  9/11/1916,  d. 

11/21/1943)  married  (5/__/T940)  to  Janette 
Ryder. 

5- 3  Pauline  Louise  Beeson  (b.  5/20/1918)  mar- 
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ried  (10/9/1939)  to  George  Suman  (b.  2/11/ 
1918). 

1- 4  Patrick  Wesley  (b.  7/21/1940). 

2- 4  Joyce  Ann  (b.  6/13/1943). 

6- 3  Vincent  Adolph  Beeson  (b.  10/19/1919)  mar¬ 

ried  (8/2/1947)  to  Bessie  May  Schroeder  (b. 
2/7/1923). 

1-4  Connie  Sue  (b.  4/14/1948). 

7- 3  Julia  Ann  Beeson  (b.  2/5/1921)  married  (6/ 

10/1939)  to  Alfred  Hess  (b.  2/23/1920). 

1- 4  James  Hess  (b.  7/26/1940). 

2- 4  Janette  Hess  (b.  11/1/1943). 

3- 4  Philip  Andrew  Hess  (b.  5/31/1950). 

8- 3  Roscoe  Joseph  Beeson  (b.  8/14/1923)  married 

(8/5/1950)  to  Gloria  Piatt  (b.  2/12/1933). 

9- 3  Betty  June  Beeson  (b.  6/6/1926)  married 

(8/17/1914)  to  Charles  McCall  (b.  5/3/1923). 

1- 4  Mary  Beth  McCall  (b.  5/26/1945). 

2- 4  Charline  McCall  (b.  11/18/1947). 

3  4  Charles  McCall  (b.  5/9/1950,  d.  12/ 
3/1951). 

4- 4  William  David  McCall  (b.  5/2/1951). 

10- 3  George  Albert  Beeson  (b.  4/4/1928)  married 

(11/23/1950)  to  Phyllis  Monnin  (b.  6/15/ 
1930). 

11- 3  Richard  Lee  Beeson  (b.  8/17/1929)  married 

(6/16/1951)  to  Judy  Rae  Lively. 

8-2  Elmer  Garfield  Beeson  (b.  5/21/1882)  married  (4/2/ 
1908)  to  Vivian  Stoner  (b.  6/16/1887,  d.  11/4/1915). 

1- 3  Cordelia  Janette  Beeson  (b.  10/25/1909) 

married  (9/6/1929)  to  Lyman  Woodruff  (b. 
5/12/1900). 

1- 4  Patricia  Faye  Woodruff  (b.  6/29/1930) 

married  (12/27/1949)  to  James  Jo¬ 
seph  McKisic  (b.  3/12/1928). 

2- 4  Vivian  Laura  Woodruff  (b.  5/12/ 

1932). 

3- 4  Wilbur  Lyman  Woodruff  (b.  5/8/ 

1934). 

4- 4  Neil  Arthur  Woodruff  (b.  4/11/1936). 

2- 3  Nellie  Alice  Beeson  (b.  4/10/1912)  married 

(7/17/1938)  to  Roy  Gueltig  (b.  2/22/1916). 

1- 4  Priscilla  Rose  Gueltig  (b.  8/21/1939). 

2- 4  Mark  Gueltig  (b.  2/24/1944). 
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8  2  Elmer  Garfield  Beeson  married  (6/12/1918)  to  Mat- 
tie  May  Bahns  (b.  8/19/1891). 

3- 3  Audrey  Faye  Beeson  (b.  8/8/1919)  married 

(10/24/1943)  to  Robert  Bruce  Corey  (b.  8/ 
16/1919). 

1- 4  Bruce  Corey  (b.  6/21/1946). 

2- 4  Bradley  Corey  (b.  8/31/1948). 

4- 3  Arthur  Andrew  Beeson  (b.  6/25/1921)  mar¬ 

ried  (8/30/1947)  to  Norma  Allison  (b.  1/17/ 
1926). 

1- 4  Lynn  Allison  Beeson  (b.  8/22/1948). 

2- 4  Carol  Christine  Beeson  (b.  11/4/1951 ). 
9-2  Clifford  Winefred  Beeson  (b.  11/22/1885,  d.  5/2/ 

1889). 


John  H.  Beeson 

John  was  about  two  years  old  when  his  mother  died. 
He  was  taken  to  his  Uncle  Jesse  Beeson's  farm  home  in 
the  Stillwater  Valley.  The  children  of  Jesse  were  John 
Henry,  Lucinda  and  Margaret.  Lucinda  married  Noah 
Albaugh,  Margaret  married  John  Swallow.  John  Henry 
went  to  Iowa  to  live.  Maggie  and  Cora  remembered 
when  he  returned  to  visit  his  sisters,  Jesse  Beeson  and 
family  owned  and  operated  the  farm  where  Howard 
Davidson  now  lives.  It  is  the  place  to  the  east  of  where 
Frank  Beeson's  son,  John,  now  lives,  east  of  the  Peters 
Pike  on  the  Springfield  Road.  It  was  thought  that 
John,  a  little  towheaded  lad,  was  returned  to  his  fath¬ 
er's  house  when  he  was  perhaps  four  or  five  years  old. 
He  pointed  out  the  location  to  Frank  Beeson  years  later. 
He  attended  school  at  Chambersburg  at  irregular  inter¬ 
vals.  After  thirteen  years  of  age,  he  went  to  school 
less  an.l  spent  more  of  the  winter  days  in  the  woods, 
cutting  cordwood  which  was  a  source  of  income  in 
those  days. 

Life  in  these  United  States  was  becoming  more  excit¬ 
ing.  There  was  talk  of  the  Southern  States  leaving  the 
Union,  and  of  abolition  of  slaverv. 

John  went  to  church,  visited  with  friends  and  rela- 
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tives,  and  attended  singing  school  on  winter  evenings. 
He  enjoyed  “Charlie  Boy”,  “My  Ship  has  gone  round 
the  Bend”,  and  many  other  folk  songs  and  hymns,  sing¬ 
ing  lustily  in  a  smooth  baritone  voice.  Neighbors  and 
friends  often  remarked,  “I  enjoy  John  Beeson’s  sing- 

•  yy 

mg  . 

The  spirit  of  strife  and  conflict  increased ;  Fort  Sump¬ 
ter  had  fallen.  Ohio’s  Governor  called  for  volunteers. 
Young  John  enlisted  and  had  gone  as  far  as  Camp 
Chase,  Columbus,  when  his  father  overtook  him  and 
brought  him  home,  as  he  was  not  yet  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  and  the  father  had  not  given  consent. 

There  were  three  more  years  of  wood-cutting,  farm¬ 
ing,  harvesting,  helping  neighbors,  church-going,  drill¬ 
ing  in  a  pasture  east  of  Chambersburg,  drilling  with 
broomsticks,  and  then  drilling  with  guns,  (guns  not 
too  carefully  handled,  for  a  cow  lost  her  tail  when  a 
stray  bullet  struck  her). 

There  were  parties  too,  where  discussions  of  current 
events  resulted  in  violent  conflict.  On  one  occasion,  a 
hot-headed  abolitionist  maid  snatched  a  butternut  pin 
from  the  dress  of  a  girl  who  was  standing  up  for  Dixie 
Land. 

May  2,  1864,  the  twenty-one  year  old  John  enlisted 
the  second  time.  His  company  was  taken  from  Camp 
Dinnison,  near  Cincinnati,  to  Camp  Chase,  Columbus, 
and  by  train  to  Harper’s  Ferry  on  the  Potomac  River. 
The  troops  were  transferred  by  steamer  to  Washington, 
D.  C.  A  few  days  in  combat  and  they  were  again  packed 
on  steamers,  so  tightly  that  when  lying  on  deck  to  sleep 
a  man  could  not  turn  unless  all  turned  at  the  same  time. 
The  company  was  unloaded  at  Newport  News,  where 
they  drilled  and  did  guard  duty  at  Fortress  Monroe  and 
across  the  river  at  Norfolk.  The  company  was  put 
aboard  a  steamer  and  proceeded  up  the  James  River. 
The  men  were  issued  live  ammunition,  blankets,  belts, 
haversacks  and  side-arms. 
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If  the  steamer  approached  the  shore  there  was  a 
possibility  that  a  volley  of  rifle  fire  would  greet  them. 
The  boat  was  unloaded  at  Harrison’s  landing.  The  com¬ 
pany  was  now  in  the  “Great  Plan”  of  General  Grant 
to  capture  Richmond.  The  men  marched  from  Harri¬ 
son’s  landing  to  the  south  of  Petersburg.  If  the  Con¬ 
federates  could  be  forced  out  of  Petersburg,  the  supply 
of  beef  and  of  munitions  would  be  cut  off  from  Lee. 

The  summer  of  1864,  the  100-dav  men  from  Ohio 
were  to  build  earthworks  and  railroads,  bury  the  dead, 
carry  wounded,  drive  wagons  to  carry  supplies,  guard 
prisoners,  do  picket  duty  and  vedette  duty. 

There  was  no  fighting  for  these  men;  they  were  just 
making  it  possible  for  Grant’s  men  to  fight.  They  were 
in  sight  of  the  fighting  about  Petersburg.  The  following 
are  some  of  the  incidents  which  John,  Theodore  Huey, 
John  McDargh,  Jerry  Wenger  used  to  talk  about:  One 
Sunday  morning  the  men  of  the  company  noticed,  on 
the  hill  about  a  mile  towards  Petersburg,  a  team  with 
a  couple  of  men  prepared  to  haul  in  wheat  which  had 
been  cut  the  week  before.  A  battery  of  their  own  guns 
was  located  on  a  bluff  nearby.  A  gun  crew  became  busy. 
After  some  time  the  wagon  was  loaded.  The  gun  crew 
moved  about  more.  The  gun  boomed!  They  could  see 
the  smoke  of  the  burning  fuse  as  their  eyes  followed 
its  course.  Up,  up  it  climbed,  then  it  dropped  down  and 
exploded.  Eyes  turned  to  see  the  wagon.  There  was  no 
wagon,  horses  or  men.  The  wheat  was  never  hauled  in. 

Concerning  their  food,  John  remarked,  “What  do  you 
think  we  had  to  eat  when  we  were  sent  on  that  patrol 
and  threw  up  some  eighty  rods  of  earthworks  across 
that  bluff  down  the  valley?  The  same  that  we  had  the 
week  before!  Coffee  made  of  parched  corn  and  chicory, 
sow-belly,  and  hard-tack.  Right!  Now,  this  is  how  we 
handled  it.  We  ground  the  coffee  and  cooked  it  in  an 
iron  kettle.  The  sow-belly  we  cooked  over  the  fire  on 
sticks.  We  knocked  the  worms  out  of  the  hard-tack. 


a  rf  i  i  m  <sn  Jaariw  an  n  xn  to  aeioii  .no  ...s* 


26 


Beeson  Family  History 


soaked  it  in  the  coffee  and  drank  the  stuff  from  a  tin 
cup  and  ate  the  meat  half  raw,  morning,  noon,  and 
night’’.  “We  did  the  same”,  echoed  John  McDargh. 

“John  Beeson!”,  called  Corp.  Jerry  Wenger.  “Here!” 
answered  John.  “Vedette  duty  for  you  tonight!  Two 
to  four.”  Corp.  Wenger  stepped  up  to  John,  “I  will 
call  you  just  before  two”.  “Yes  Sir!”  “Just  be¬ 
fore  two,  John.”  “Yes”  answered  John,  “I’m  coming”. 
They  walked  together  past  the  picket.  Then,  “John,  you 
know  your  duty”,  “Yes”,  answered  John.  “Now,  walk 
one  hundred  and  fifty  steps  along  the  old  road,  crawl 
one  hundred  feet  to  a  log  along  the  path.  Lie  behind 
the  log  until  your  relief  arrives.  You  know  the  work 
and  what  to  do  if  anyone  tries  to  come  through”.  “Yes 
Sir!”,  answered  John.  John  lay  quietly  for  sometime. 
He  heard  no  sound.  “I’ll  just  look  over  the  log  to  see 
what  I  can  see.”  He  raised  his  head  until  he  could  faint¬ 
ly  make  out  a  large  pine  tree  perhaps  fifty  feet  away. 
“I’ll  look  to  see  if  there  is  anything  under  the  tree.” 
He  came  up  on  one  knee,  a  stick  cracked  under  the  other 
knee.  There  were  double  clicks  of  muskets  under  the 
tree.  John  dropped  down  behind  the  log.  The  early  July 
morning  lit  up  the  sky  within  the  next  hour.  John  heard 
a  corporal  giving  directions,  to  his  relief.  He  raised  his 
head  enough  to  see  several  men  moving  away  from  the 
tree.  “Oh,”  sighed  John  and  lay  quietly  until  his  relief 
crawled  along  side  him.  “How  is  the  watch,  John?” 
“All  quiet”,  whispered  John.  That  was  told  by  Theo¬ 
dore  Huey. 

John  told  this:  Corporal  Jerry  Wenger,  at  roll  call, 
delivered  the  following:  “The  captain  wants  twenty 
volunteers”.  John  said,  he  thought  quickly,  “Well,  I 
got  into  this  to  see  things”.  Years  later  he  told  us,  “I 
volunteered  along  with  ninteen  other  men”.  The  cor¬ 
poral  shouted,  “All  right  men,  get  your  blankets  and 
knapsacks.  Fall  in!  March!”  John  said  to  us,  “We 
marched  several  miles  through  the  woods.  We  arrived 
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at  a  cleared  place  of  about  five  acres.  There  were  tall 
pines  all  around.  We  were  at  ease  for  a  few  hours.  We 
heard  wagons  and  teams.  A  cloud  of  dust  appeared 
above  the  trees.  Then  twenty,  six-mule  teams  and 
wagons  appeared  and  circled  the  cleared  space.  An 
ofhcer  called  names  as  the  team  passed  this  place”.  The 
officer  ordered,  “You  take  care  of  the  team”.  John  con¬ 
tinued,  “The  driver  stepped  down  from  the  saddle  of 
the  near-wheel  mule.  I  was  able  to  reach  the  saddle 
and  swung  up,  grabbed  the  gee-line  and  the  mules  by 
themselves  pulled  up  behind  the  preceding  wagon,  and 
the  change  of  teamsters  continued.  A  team  of  large, 
fine  mules  wheeled  into  line  at  a  -smart  run.  The  driver, 
a  large  white-haired,  white-bearded,  erect  man,  yelled, 
‘Whoa!’  The  mules  stopped  as  one  animal.  The  driver 
leaped  to  the  ground  and  stood  at  attention.  A  boy  from 
a  town  in  northern  Ohio  was  to  take  his  place.  He  had 
been  a  clerk  in  a  store  and  knew  nothing  of  horses, 
much  less  about  a  six-mule  team.  ‘Come  on!  Step  up!’ 
The  man  put  his  foot  in  the  stirrup.  The  old  man  almost 
lifted  him  to  the  saddle  and  let  out  a  ‘Yip-p-e-e!’  The 
mules  started  at  a  dead  run.  The  fellow  got  hold  of 
the  gee-line  and  just  pulled.  The  team  turned  to  the 
left  and  ran  in  a  circle  until  the  mules  ran  themselves 
out.  The  team  then  walked  into  its  place  in  the  line. 
The  boy  held  onto  the  saddle.  All  teams  started  along 
the  trail,  and  we  traveled  all  night.  When  we  pulled 
up  at  the  steamboat  in  the  morning,  and  stopped  to 
water,  feed  and  rest,  while  the  wagons  were  loaded,  we 
found  there  was  no  driver  on  the  near-wheel  mule  of 
the  big  team.  I  have  often  wondered  what  became  of 
that  clerk.  The  Confederate  Army  was  between  Peters¬ 
burg  and  the  North.  We  never  heard  from  him  again”. 

John  told  about  the  rain  that  summer:  “It  rained 
most  of  the  time.  The  water  washed  the  laurel  roots 
and  we  drank  the  water.  The  dysentery  and  chills  and 
fever  made  us  so  weak  we  could  hardly  walk.  We  did 


28 


Beeson  Family  History 


not  have  enough  quinine.  We  ate  sow-belly,  hard-tack 
and  corn-coffee  three  times  a  day.  To  keep  out  of  the 
water,  we  laid  rails  on  the  ground,  and  put  blankets  on 
the  rails.  We  lay  on  this  bed  and  pulled  our  rain  blanket 
over  us.  We  threw  up  earth-works  and  stood  picket 
duty,  until  our  time  was  up.  Then  those  of  us  who 
could  travel,  started  for  Columbus,  Ohio.  Our  last 
monthly  pay  of  fourteen  dollars  was  spent  on  an  extra 
pair  of  pants  and  a  jacket.  The  Government  shipped 
us  to  Columbus,  Camp  Chase  Muster  Out.  At  Camp 
Chase  I  saw  a  man  who  looked  familiar.  I  walked 
toward  him.  He  glanced  at  me,  then  started  walking 
away  toward  some  other  men.  ‘Pap !  Oh  !  Pap,’  I  called. 
He  turned  toward  me,  ‘It’s  me,  John’.  My  father  spoke. 
‘Why,  I  didn’t  know  you,  you  are  so  yellow  and  thin’. 
So  we  went  home  together.  I  was  pleased  and  surprised 
to  find  my  father,  Tristram,  here  to  meet  me”. 

John  Beeson  and  Theodore  Huey,  who  was  his  half- 
sister’s  husband,  were  enlisted  in  Company  D,  132nd 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  for  service  in  the  Civil  War. 

Married  Life  of  John  and  Cordelia 

Father  said  that  it  rained  hard  the  evening  of  Oc¬ 
tober  5,  1865  as  the  cab  brought  his  new  wife  and  him 
from  Dayton  to  the  Brentlinger  home.  It  was  a  union 
that  culminated  in  fifty  years  of  married  life,  and  a 
happy  celebration  of  their  Golden  Wedding  Anniver¬ 
sary. 

The  bride  and  groom  went  to  housekeeping  in  Uncle 
Jimmy  Beatty’s  house.  The  twenty  acre  tract  is  the 
land  east  of  the  Dixie  Highway  and  south  of  the  Maxton 
Road.  They  soon  were  given  the  twenty  acre  tract  on 
the  east  side  of  Uncle  Jimmy’s  home.  From  timber  on 
the  tract,  the  four  room,  two  story  house  and  the  small 
barn  were  built. 

John  and  Cordelia  lived  there  a  number  of  years. 
John  farmed  and  part  of  the  time  in  partnership  with 
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a  neighbor,  operated  a  horse-powered  threshing  ma¬ 
chine.  A  change  was  made  in  farms.  The  family  moved 
one-half  mile  east  to  a  larger,  but  a  worn,  hilly  place. 
Many  years  of  hard  work  and  disappointments  ended 
with  Father  Brentlinger  and  Father  Beeson  coming  to 
their  assistance.  Twelve  acres,  a  house  and  barn  built 
from  timber  cut  from  the  place  and  the  family  was  on 
its  feet  again.  Poor  markets,  poor  land  did  not  result 
in  prosperity.  More  land  was  added,  three  acres,  ten 
acres,  and  again  thirty  acres  of  pasture  land  along  the 
Johnson  Station  road. 

At  the  time,  Cordelia  had  been  planning  to  make  a 
trip  to  visit  her  sister  Mary  Elizabeth,  (Aunt  Lizzie 
Erisman)  who  lived  near  Mexico,  Missouri.  The  young¬ 
er  children  were  all  excited.  Ma,  as  Cordelia  was  called 
at  that  time,  was  very  busy-  writing  letters  to  Aunt 
Lizzie  in  Missouri  and  Uncle  Thomas  in  Iowa.  Cora  and 
her  mother  were  sewing,  buying  thread,  buttons,  equip¬ 
ment  for  traveling  and  finally  the  railroad  ticket.  In 
those  days  a  journey  of  one  hundred  miles  was  quite 
an  undertaking,  but  here  was  a  journey  of  many  hun¬ 
dred  miles.  Plans  were  made  for  the  family  at  home, 
but  there  was  nothing  to  worry  about.  The  older  girls 
and  father  got  along  nicely ;  the  garden  was  made,  cows 
were  milked,  chickens  were  hatched  and  raised.  The 
children  did  not  have  any  illness  during  the  absence 
of  their  mother. 

Upon  arriving  in  Mexico,  Cordelia  found  that  Aunt 
Lizzie  was  ill.  The  Erismans  were  building  a  new  house. 
Cordelia  and  her  very  own  sister  were  together  again. 
The  pioneers  of  Missouri  became  typical  western  farm¬ 
ers,  with  acres  and  acres  of  corn,  oats  and  hay.  There 
were  eight  children  in  the  family.  All  the  work  and  all 
the  talking  to  be  done;  week  after  week  Aunt  Lizzie 
became  better,  then  well.  The  guest  must  go  on  to  Iowa. 
She  visited  Uncle  Thomas,  met  new  relatives,  saw  new 
cities,  Omaha,  Council  Bluffs,  St.  Joseph,  Kansas  City, 
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Des  Moines,  Belle  Plaine  and  many  smaller  towns.  Uncle 
Thomas,  Aunt  Hattie  and  their  children,  some  were 
married ;  all  of  them  made  her  very  welcome.  Mother 
was  living  over  her  girlhood  day-dreams,  for  following 
the  Civil  War,  the  young  people  of  the  east  were  think¬ 
ing  of  new  homes,  new  work,  new  people.  Sister  Eliza¬ 
beth  and  Brother  Thomas  had  gone  West.  There  had 
been  troubles  for  them  as  well  as  pleasures. 

In  1901,  John  and  Cordelia’s  son,  Frank,  began  a 
five  year  trial  of  farming  in  Colorado.  His  last  summer 
there  was  dry  and  the  winter  before  did  not  leave 
enough  snow  on  the  mountains  to  fill  the  reservoirs. 
Beets  and  potatoes  did  not  grow  well  in  the  parched  soil. 
Frank  left  the  range  land  of  Fort  Collins  and  later  re¬ 
turned  to  Ohio.  Here  with  capital  from  the  Colorado 
adventure,  he  started  a  dairy. on  the  place  with  father 
and  mother. 


SUNDAY  AFTERNOON  PASTIME  FOR 
JOHN  AND  CORDELIA  BEESON 

The  barn  was  enlarged,  a  silo  was  erected,  and  a  herd 
of  splendid  milk  cows  made  possible  the  new  occupation. 
Costs  of  labor  and  feed  took  profits.  Father  and  mother 
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prospered  but  Frank  had  little  left  for  his  labor.  Later 
the  dairy  was  sold  —  father  and  mother  were  at  home 
alone.  Neighbors  farmed  the  fields,  father  rented  out 
pasture  and  kept  a  few  cows  and  one  horse.  They  went 
to  church,  visited  children  and  friends  of  whom  they 
had  many.  Life  was  not  rushing  them;  there  was 
plenty  for  food,  clothing,  fuel  and  some  pleasures.  In 
those  days  mother  had  remarked,  “God  has  been  good 
to  John  and  me”. 


GOLDEN  WEDDING  ANNIVERSARY,  1915 
HARRY  CASSEL,  JOHN  BEESON,  CORDELIA  EEESON, 

MATILDA  CASSEL 


The  following  item  was  in  a  Dayton  newspaper:  “Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  H.  Beeson,  life-time  residents  of  Murlin 
Heights,  celebrated  their  Golden  Wedding  Anniversary 
at  their  home  on  Tuesday.  They  were  married  October 
5,  1865  in  Dayton,  by  the  late  Rev.  David  Winters.  Mr. 
Beeson,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  had  at  that  time 
first  returned  from  active  service. 

“Eight  married  children  of  the  aged  couple  returned 
with  their  families  to  spend  the  day,  bringing  with 
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them  twenty-three  grand  children  and  two  great-grand 
children,  Evelyn  Weeks  of  Dayton  and  Virginia  Wells 
of  Columbus. 

“The  home  was  decorated  in  yellow  dahlias  and  chry¬ 
santhemums.  At  the  table  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry 
Cassel,  who  fifty  years  ago  acted  at  best  man  and 
bridesmaid  at  their  wedding.  At  this  table  were  also 
seated  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beeson : 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ellsworth  Brentlinger,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Will 
Brentlinger,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  Brentlinger,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  Patton  of  Springfield,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry 
Booher  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Will  Wells. 

“Mr.  Beeson  had  outlived  his  brothers  and  sisters. 
He  and  his  wife  who  enjoyed  splendid  health,  lived  on 
a  farm  which  was  part  of  a  section  purchased  from 
the  government  by  the  Beesons  two  generations  ago. 

“The  older  men  gave  them  an  old-fashioned  belling  as 
a  long  delayed  expression  of  friendship.  A  number  of 
dainty  and  valuable  gifts  were  received  and  the  day 
proved  a  memorable  occasion  for  all  present'’. 

Two  months  after  this  celebration,  December  5,  1915, 
John  Henry  Beeson,  Co.  D  132  Reg.  O.V.I.  with  Cordelia 
had  completed  the  noon-day  meal.  They  sat  and  talked, 
then  John  said,  “I’ll  get  the  stable  ready  for  the  cows”. 
He  was  gone  some  time  when  Cordelia  thought  she 
would  investigate  what  he  might  be  doing.  In  the  feed¬ 
ing  room  John  was  lying  on  the  floor  with  an  arm  and 
shoulder  in  the  manger.  He  was  unable  to  talk.  Neigh¬ 
bors  were  called  and  helped  carry  him  to  the  house. 
Early  the  next  morning  John  had  slipped  away  —  “just 
to  see  Clifford”,  (their  son  who  had  passed  away  at  the 
age  of  four  years).  The  family  was  broken;  mother 
stayed  for  a  while  on  the  farm,  with  Frank  and  his 
family.  The  farm  was  sold  and  she  lived  in  a  house 
purchased  in  Vandalia.  Later  mother  made  her  home 
with  Cora  until  the  time  of  her  death,  May  5,  1922. 
They  were  both  buried  at  Poplar  Hill  Cemetery  by  the 
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side  of.  Clifford,  and  next  to  the  graves  of  Cordelia’s 
father  and  her  mother,  Ruth  Watt  Brentlinger. 

At  the  Murlin  Heights  Christian  Church,  a  window 
has  been  named  for  John  and  Cordelia,  and  dedicated 
to  their  memory. 

WEBSTER  AND  MAGGIE  BEESON  FLATTER 

The  first  child  of  John  and  Cordelia,  Maggie  Bell,  was 
born  August  14,  1866.  During  her  girlhood  she  learned 
the  many  duties  and  responsibilities  of  homemaking. 
She  learned  how  to  cook,  sew,  make  garden  and  care 
for  children.  Were  there  not  younger  sisters  and  broth¬ 
ers  to  be  looked  after?  The-  Chambersburg  School 
taught  reading,  spelling,  writing,  arithmetic  and  geog¬ 
raphy.  The  growing  girl  had  good  health,  a  good  body 
and  a  clear,  clean  mind.  Her  parents  lived  so  that  all 
the  children  had  respect  for  them  and  reverence  for 
God. 

This  pretty  young  lady  with  the  pleasing  personality 
went  to  church  one  evening,  as  was  the  custom.  During 
the  services  she  noticed  a  young  man  seated  in  front 
of  her.  She  remarked  to  a  friend  at  her  side,  “Hasn’t 
that  boy  pretty,  curly,  red  hair?”.  After  church,  the 
boys  asked  to  see  the  girls  home.  The  one  with  the 
curly  hair  asked  Maggie.  This  boy  had  pretty  blue 
eyes  to  go  with  the  curly  hair.  Maggie  learned  that  his 
’  name  was  Henry  Webster  Flatter.  They  were  marrie  1 
August  7,  1889,  and  spent  most  of  their  married  life 
on  the  farm.  Webb  enjoyed  working  with  horses,  and 
,  took  good  care  of  cattle  and  hogs.  His  skill  in  plowing, 
cultivating  and  producing  crops  was  the  envy  of  neigh¬ 
bors.  Maggie  used  the  training  learned  from  her  mother 
in  making  butter  and  keeping  the  home.  As  a  young 
man,  Webb  sometimes  exchanged  work  with  neighbors 
He  took  great  pride  in  drawing  the  straightest  corn 
rows  and  putting  up  the  best  corn  shocks  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood.  At  one  time  Maggie  and  Webb  owned  the 
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William  Sunderland  farm  on  Brown  School  Road.  The 
last  years  of  life  were  spent  in  Vandalia,  Ohio,  where 
they  purchased  two  properties  and  remodeled  them  into 
nice  homes.  Webb  was  a  good  farmer,  carpenter  and 
butcher.  He  was  taken  away  at  the  early  age  of  fifty- 
nine;  cancer  made  the  last  months  of  his  life  unbear¬ 
ably  painful.  He  died  at  Vandalia,  March  11,  1927  and 
is  buried  at  Memorial  Park  Cemetery,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Maggie  Bell,  being  a  widow  a  number  of  years,  rented 
her  home  and  took  care  of  others  less  fortunate  in 
health  than  she.  She  lived  in  the  Hootinger  home  south 
of  Vandalia  for  several  years,  where  she  made  many 
friends  as  she  waited  on  customers  who  came  to  buy 
the  Alkaline  Spring  water.  Having  accumulated  from 
her  rents  and  wage  a  goodly  amount,  she  spent  the 
last  three  years  of  her  life  in  Tipp  City,  Ohio  with  her 
daughter,  Emma  Potts.  Her  passing  came  suddenly  on 
Saturday  morning,  November  24,  1945,  at  the  age  of 
79.  She  is  buried  beside  her  husband,  Webb. 

The  family  of  Maggie  Bell  and  Henry  Webb  Flatter 
consisted  of  three  sens  and  three  daughters.  A  sturdy 
little  fellow,  Claude  Mitchell,  was  born  March  24,  1891. 
He  and  his  brother,  Henry  Everett,  started  to  school 
together.  Webb  walked  along  with  the  two  boys  to  the 
school-house  door,  where  the  teacher  greeted  the  boys 
and  took  them  in.  As  the  father  turned  and  walked 
away,  he  wiped  an  eye  with  the  back  of  his  hand.  “That 
was  the  hardest  job  I  have  ever  done”,  he  commented 
later.  The  two  boys  were  good  students;  they  have 
talked  of  the  rag-doll,  corn-testing  experiments  which 
they  performed  at  the  one-room  brick  school  and  of 
the  animal-judging  lessons.  In  their  leisure  time  they 
would  coax  a  mule  to  a  stump,  jump  on  its  back  and 
ride  helter-skelter  down  through  the  woods.  They 
would  slip  off  the  mule  before  they  came  in  sight  of 
the  house. 
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Emma  Luella,  the  first  girl  and  the  third  child  of 
the  family,  was  born  at  Christiansburg,  August  14, 
1895.  This  gracious  little  girl  was  much  like  her  mother, 
always  doing  things  for  others.  As  she  grew  older, 
she  spent  much  time  with  her  Grandpa  and  Grandma 
Beeson.  She  and  Rowland  Wells  did  much  to  bring 
cheer  and  happiness  to  the  later  years  of  their  grand¬ 
parents. 

Claude,  like  his  father,  was  quick  at  seeing  how  to 
carry  out  a  job  of  earth  moving  with  a  steam  shovel 
or  a  dragline.  He  married  Ethel  N.  Hoover  of  Engle¬ 
wood,  Ohio,  September  14,  1916  at  Fairfield,  Ohio.  Ethel 
is  a  descendant  of  the  Hoovers  who  looked  over  the  land 
of  the  Stillwater  Valley,  1801-2,  the  Hoovers  from 
whom  Herbert  Hoover,  President,  descended. 

Martha  June,  their  only  daughter,  was  born  August 
17,1917,  at  Englewood,  Ohio.  She  was  educated  in  the 
Butler  Township  School  and  graduated  from  Butler 
High  School  in  1936.  She  and  Ward  H.  Campbell  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  were  married  at  Hot  Springs,  Virginia, 
November  6,  1939.  This  is  where  Ward’s  parents  and 
grandparents  lived.  Ward  was  inducted  into  the  army 
February  6,  1943.  He  served  on  Guam  with  the  20th 
Airforce  ground  crew,  and  was  discharged  March  1, 
1946.  He  is*  now  employed  at  the  Wright  Patterson  Air 
Field,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Young  wives  of  military  men  must  be  busy ;  and  June 
was  no  exception.  With  the  savings  of  both,  Ward  and 
June  were  soon  able  to  build  a  home.  They  are  a  cou¬ 
rageous  and  industrious  young  couple.  They  are  busy 
making  a  home  and  living  among  other  folks,  who 
think  their  owrn  family  is  important  in  making  a  good 
nation. 

Claude’s  and  Ethel’s  son,  Clarence  Milford  (Bud), 
was  born  March  9,  1924,  at  Urbana,  Ohio.  He  received 
his  education  in  Butler  Township  and  graduated  from 
Butler  High  School,  May,  1942. 
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Bud  was  like  father  and  grandfather,  a  sturdy,  quick, 
bright-faced,  happy  boy.  Once  while  attending  an  Edu¬ 
cation  Conference  at  The  Gibson  Hotel,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  an  Uncle  of  Bud’s  was  almost  knocked  off  his  feet 
as  he  was  about  to  leave  the  hotel,  when  a  fourteen- 
year-old  boy  plunged  against  the  opposite  side  of  the 
revolving  door.  The  boy  looked  up,  the  uncle  looked 
down.  The  boy  recognized  his  uncle.  He  grinned,  said, 
“Hello,  Uncle  Elmer.  Did  you  get  hurt?”  Then  he 
dashed  up  the  stairs  after  his  two  youthful  companions. 
Later  he  explained,  “Uncle,  I  was  with  those  two  fel¬ 
lows.  You  see,  Jess  Hartman  brought  us  here  with 
him.  He  was  on  a  business  trip. .  Say,  were  we  having  a 
good  time!  You  see  Mr.  Hartman  takes  us  many  places 
in  his  plane”. 

Those  were  the  years  when  the  boys  who'  lived  near 
Vandalia  Airport  dreamed  of  the  time  when  they  would 
fly  their  own  planes.  Bud  and  many  of  his  cousins  did 
just  that  in  World  War  II. 

Bud  enlisted  in  the  Air  Force  December  13,  1912, 
and  received  his  Pilot’s  Wings  at  Pampa,  Texas,  June, 
1944.  He  was  a  pilot  instructor  and  flew  B-24’s  (Bomb¬ 
ers).  He  was  discharged  January  10,  1916  but  was  still 
an  active  member  in  the  Air  Force  Reserves.  Bud  was 
married  to  Dorothy  Jean  Pitts,  November  3,  1945,  at 
Richmond,  Indiana.  They  follow  the  traditions  of  the 
Flatter  family.  They  own  and  live  in  their  own  home 
at  571  Evergreen  Avenue,  Dayton,  Ohio.  Both  were 
employed  by  the  Ohio  Bell  Telephone  Company  until 
1951.  Bud  was  then  called  back  into  service.  He  is  now 
in  communications,  but  on  flying  status  in  North  Afri¬ 
ca.  This  field  is  the  largest  in  the  world.  Bud,  with 
others,  is  in  charge  of  laying  cables  for  telephone  and 
switch-boards.  Dorothy,  at  home,  cares  for  their  new 
baby  daughter,  who  was  born  May  1,  1951,  and  who 
was  named  Connie  Gail. 
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Maggie  and  Webb  welcomed  their  second  child,  Henry 
Everett,  April  3,  1893.  Everett  and  Claude  grew  up 
through  babyhood  very  much  together.  On  one  occa¬ 
sion  a  neighbor  nicknamed  them  “Squire  and  Colonel”. 
Everett  came  to  his  mother,  “Mamma,  he  called  us 
‘Squire  and  Squrnel’  ”.  Everett  was  quieter  than  Claude, 
but  they  were  almost  equal  in  school.  Everett  was 
patient  with  horses.  He  and  Claude  worked  much  of 
their  early  years  for  the  Miami  Conservancy.  They 
knew  much  of  the  earth  testing  made  before  the  Tay¬ 
lorsville  and  Englewood  dams  were  built. 

Everett  learned  farming  from  his  father  and  from 
other  farmers  by  whom  he  was  employed.  He  married 
Myrtle  E.  Shoup  on  May  16,  1917.  The  young  couple 
took  up  the  occupation  which  both  of  them  knew.  They 
were  successful  as  farmers,  neighbors  and  parents.  A 
sweet  baby  girl,  Miriam  Elizabeth,  came  to  their  home 
December  23,  1917.  She  began  her  education  at  Butler 
Township  and  graduated  from  Tipp  City  High  School 
in  June,  1936. 

A  neighbor  boy  found  the  pretty,  cheerful,  industri¬ 
ous,  neighbor  girl  very  desirable,  and  asked  her  to  be¬ 
come  his  wife.  Miriam  Flatter  and  Robert  Butts  were 
married  April  5,  1938.  Robert  owned  a  nice  home  in 
Tipp  City,  where  they  started  housekeeping.  Two  sons 
were  born  to  them:  Robert  Dale,  Feb.  13,  1940,  and 
Paul  Edward,  on  March  2,  1943.  Linda  Louise  came  on 
October  13,  1950. 

Miriam  and  Robert  sold  their  home  in  Tipp  City,  and 
purchased  a  small  farm  west  of  town.  They  sold  this 
to  operate  a  large  farm  east  of  Route  25  and  north  of 
the  home  town.  Good  management  and  industry  pro¬ 
duce  good  results. 

Ellen  Eileen  was  born  May  7,  1921.  She  is  very  much 
like  her  mother.  Her  early  education  was  at  Vandalia; 
later  she  was  graduated  from  Tipp  City  High  School, 
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June,  1939.  Ellen  and  her  father  were  great  pals;  she 
drove  tractor,  truck  or  any  other  machinery  which  her 
father  had  on  the  farm.  She  helped  milk  the  cows, 
feed  hogs,  and  knew  how  the  crops  were  produced.  Ellen 
can  sew,  cock,  bake  and  can  keep  clerical  records  or 
type  a  letter. 

For  Ellen  and  her  mother,  time  almost  stopped  when 
father  and  husband  was  stricken  with  a  heart  ailment, 
August,  1949.  A  few  months  later,  Everett  died  —  No¬ 
vember  12,  1949,  aged  58.  He  is  buried  at  Memorial 
Park  Cemetery,  Dayton,  Ohio.  Myrtle  and  Ellen  now 
live  in  their  own  home  in  Tipp  City,  Ohio 

Girl  babies  have  a  way  of  brightening  a  home.  The 
coming  of  Emma  Luella  to  the  home  of  Maggie  and 
Webb,  August  14,  1895,  brought  happiness  to  more 
people  than  to  them.  Emma  has  brought  happiness  to 
grandparents,  to  cousins,  to  uncles  and  aunts,  also  to 
the  communities  and  groups  of  people  where  she  had 
occasion  to  dwell.  Folks  were  talking  of  Maggie.  One 
said,  “Webb’s  wife  is  a  good  woman’’.  Another  an¬ 
swered,  “She  is  a  saint”.  Emma  was  much  like  her 
mother.  She  did  well  in  school.  With  her  father’s 
quickness  of  perception  and  her  mother’s  quick  sympa¬ 
thy  she  was  popular  with  employer  and  employees ;  so 
popular  that  she  was  employed  by  the  American  Ex¬ 
press  Office,  Dayton,  Ohio,  for  a  number  of  years. 

She  met  Elbert  Potts,  whom  she  married.  September 
15,  1920.  After  several  years  of  married  life,  they, 
having  no  children  of  their  own,  decided  to  adopt  a 
baby.  Myron  Eugene  was  taken  into  the  home  at  the 
age  of  nine  weeks.  His  birth  was  January  21,  1928.  He 
was  reared  and  loved  as  their  own. 

Industry  has  a  way  of  taking  toll  from  those  who 
promote  it.  On  July  11,  1941,  Elbert  was  seriously 
burned  in  an  explosion  at  The  International  Flare  and 
Signal  Company  of  Tipp  City.  All  the  skill  of  doctors 
and  care  of  hospital  could  not  overcome  the  ravages  of 
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the  accident.  He  died  July  13,  1941,  and  is  buried  at 
Memorial  Park  Cemetery. 

The  boy,  Myron,  soon  grew  to  manhood,  and  was 
married  to  Donna  L.  Hay,  December,  1944.  They  have 
had  four  children:  Sharon  Ann,  born  July  16,  1945, 
Charlene  Sue,  born  January  19,  1947,  Terry  Lee,  born 
March  27,  1949,  and  Larry  Eugene,  born  September  9, 
1950  and  died  October  30,  1950.  Donna  and  Myron 
moved  into  the  house  which  they  built  on  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  crossing  of  Route  77  and  Frederick  Pike. 

Emma  later  married  James  P.  Bell  of  Tipp  City, 
April  17,  1948.  Jim  and  Emma  had  many  friends  in 
and  about  Tipp  City.  They  took  a  very  active  part  in 
church  and  community  affairs.  They  celebrated  their 
third  wedding  anniversary  on  Tuesday;  a  few  days 
later  Jim  suffered  a  heart  attack  and  died  Saturday, 
April  21,  1951.  He  is  buried  in  Riverside  Cemetery, 
Troy,  Ohio.  Now  Emma  lives  in  a  very  comfortable 
home  of  her  own  in  Tipp  City. 

The  children  of  a  family  may  not  all  be  similar.  So 
the  children  of  Webb  and  Maggie  varied.  The  second 
daughter,  Della  May,  was  more  like  Everett  than  Claude 
and  Emma.  Her  quiet  disposition  did  not  attract  atten¬ 
tion,  but  her  industry  and  kindliness  held  your  interest 
when  you  became  acquainted  with  her.  Della  was  born 
May  30,  1898.  Although  she  attended  school  several 
places,  she  began  and  finished  her  schooling  at  the  Old 
Brown  School  where  many  other  people  about  who^p  we 
write  received  their  education.  * 

Della  learned  home  work  from  her  mother;  home 
work,  that  was  sewing,  care  of  beds,  furniture,  house 
cleaning  and  arrangement,  milking  and  making  butter, 
and  gardening.  She  learned  about  the  care  of  children, 
which  is  more  than  washing  faces  and  hands ;  it  includes 
training  in  promptness,  thoughtfulness,  regard  for  the 
rights  of  others,  and  a  determination  to  complete  a  job. 
Mother  and  father  have  much  to  do  with  the  honesty 
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and  determination  of  making  good  citizens  of  their 
children. 

Della  May  was  busy  helping  in  a  home  near  that  of 
Solomon  Rudy.  The  eldest  son,  Emerson,  would  ride 
his  motorcycle  back  and  forth  past  the  house  where  the 
young  lady  lived.  At  last  he  got  up  nerve  enough  to 
call  on  her  and  finally  tell  her  that  she  was  very  neces¬ 
sary  for  his  happiness. 

Her  mother  has  told  how  the  young  couple  came 
after  much  hesitation,  said  that  they  wanted  to  get 
married.  Of  course,  that  meant  that  they  were  married, 
August  29,  1917. 

They  rented  a  farm  and  started  in  business  for  them¬ 
selves.  A  vigorous  daughter  with  pretty  red  hair, 
Mabel  Lucille,  came  to  Della  and  Emerson  March  12, 
1919.  September  15,  1920,  son  Ralph  Emerson  was 
born.  The  affairs  of  the  Rudys  were  moving  along; 
Maggie  spoke  of  how  hard  Emerson  and  Della  were 
working.  It  was  difficult  for  Maggie  to  see  the  effort 
which  the  two  were  making  to  have  a  prosperous  home 
of  their  own.  Ellis  Cecil  was  born  September  13,  1921. 

After  four  years,  they  decided  to  quit  farming  and 
go  to  town.  Emerson  put  in  nine  years  in  factories. 
This  work  consisted  of  employment  by  Maxwell  Motor 
Corporation  as  a  sheet-metal  worker,  by  the  Dayton 
Pump  Manufacturing  Company,  and  by  Frigidaire. 
During  this  period,  Roy  William  was  born  on  February 
9,  1924.  Lee  Edward  was  born  March  3,  1927  and  died 
September  25,  1927. 

Emerson  had  the  theory  that  a  farm  is  a  good  place 
to  rear  children.  He  rented  a  farm  which  he  worked 
with  the  aid  of  the  family.  He  also  did  his  day’s  work 
at  the  factory.  The  depression  was  on  and  the  effort 
was  great.  With  hard  work  and  cooperation,  they  suc¬ 
ceeded. 

He  was  called  to  Patterson  Field  as  a  sheet-metal 
worker  on  aircraft.  Emerson  was  promoted  to  senior 
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aircraft  sheet-metal  worker ;  then  to  assistant  foreman 
of  aircraft  mechanics  and  finally  he  became  superinten¬ 
dent  of  aircraft  shops. 

The  farm  work  had  gone  along,  with  the  shop  until 
1941.  Emerson  must  work  at  night.  The  farm  equip¬ 
ment  was  sold,  and  the  family  moved  to  Osborne  (which 
is  now  Fairborn).  By  this  time  the  boys  too  were 
getting  into  aircraft  construction,  as  World  War  II  had 
begun.  New  aircraft  bases  must  be  established;  so  a 
call  went  out  for  men  to  help  set  up,  equip  and  operate 
the  “fields”.  Emerson  volunteered  to  leave  the  estab¬ 
lished  work  at  Patterson  Field  and  go  to  one  of  the  new 
locations.  He  was  sent  to  Sedalia  Army  Air  Base,  in 
Missouri.  He  sold  his  house  and  moved  his  family  to 
Warrensburg,  Missouri.  He  took  fifty-three  workmen 
with  him  and  was  in  charge  of  all  the  work,  with  the 
help  of  the  army  officials  who  were  detailed  to  that 
location. 

Those  years  were  not  all  unalloyed  pleasure.  There 
were  construction  difficulties.  Worst  of  all  were  the 
directives,  changes  and  official  obstacles.  There  were 
trips  to  bring  in  crippled  planes ;  there  were  repair  and 
construction  problems.  Emerson  and  Della  were  very 
thankful  when  the  war  came  to  an  end.  He  had  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  near  Mechanicsburg,  Ohio,  November, 
1945.  He  and  Della  returned  to  make  a  dairy  farm  out 
cf  their  new  holdings. 

At  present,  Ralph  Wells  says  that  it  is  a  most  out¬ 
standing  farm.  The  fertility  of  the  soil  has  been  great¬ 
ly  increased.  The  buildings  have  been  improved,  and 
thoroughly  gone  over,  and  the  fences  are  in  complete 
repair.  The  training  and  experience  of  those  years  in 
industry  have  been  worth  much  to  Emerson.  There  are 
labor  devices  to  move  almost  everything.  Emerson  has 
taken  parts  from  broken  and  discarded  machinery  to 
make  a  useful  machine.  The  garage  has  everything  in 
order  and  in  its  place.  The  cattle  have  been  well  selec- 
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ted ;  they  are  sleek  and  productive.  Green  feed  is  pro¬ 
cessed  and  blown  into  a  mow,  from  which  it  can  be  dis¬ 
tributed  to  the  animals.  The  milking  machine  and  a 
mechanical  cooler  reflect  the  use  of  modern  equipment. 
Heavy  milk  containers  are  moved  about  by  motor-lifts. 
Ralph  Wells  was  right  when  he  said,  “That’s  an  out¬ 
standing  farm  in  Ohio  and  it  pays  too”. 

Emerson  and  Della  enjoy  working.  They  have  al¬ 
ways  been  industrious  and  always  will  be  as  long  as 
they  live.  When  Emerson  was  asked  where  he  learned 
about  farm  and  cattle  he  answered,  “How  could  a  man 
live  near  those  Studebakers  and  other  farmers  of  Clark 
County  and  not  learn  something”-. 

Lucille  received  her  education  from  various  schools 
and  graduated  from  Olive  Branch  High  School  in  1937. 
She  started  taking  a  beauty  course,  but  gave  it  up  to 
take  care  of  her  mother,  who  had  become  ill.  Later, 
she  met  and  married  Garner  Wilson  July  1,  1938.  Their 
daughter,  Sandra  Kay,  was  born  June  1,  1943.  They 
purchased  an  acre  from  the  corner  of  her  father’s  farm 
near  Mechanicsburg  and  have  a  home  of  their  own. 
Garner  obtained  employment  at  the  Mast  Foos  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company  of  Springfield,  Ohio. 

Ralph  was  educated  in  the  same  schools  as  Lucille. 
He  graduated  from  the  Olive  Branch  High  School  in 
1938.  Ralph  helped  on  the  farm,  then  in  1941  went  to 
work  at  Patterson  Field.  He  was  one  of  the  men  who 
went  to  Sedalia,  Missouri  with  his  father,  Emerson, 
where  he  was  made  assistant  foreman  of  aircraft  me¬ 
chanics.  Ralph  was  inducted  into  the  service  April  5, 
1944.  He  was  sent  to  Texas  for  his  training  in  June, 
1944,  but  was  called  back  to  the  base  again  by  request 
of  Military  Personnel.  Ralph  was  sent  from  the  United 
States  to  Germany,  December  1,  1944.  He  was  shipped 
to  Italy  for  the  remainder  of  his  time  in  service,  where 
he  kept  planes  flying.  His  training  in  aircraft  mechan¬ 
ics  was  received  at  Patterson  Field  and  Sedalia,  Mis- 
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souri.  Ralph  was  discharged  from  the  Army  July  2, 
1946.  He  returned  to  the  old  job  as  senior  aircraft  me¬ 
chanic,  where  he  was  soon  promoted  to  assistant  fore¬ 
man  at  Wright  Air  Force  Base,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Ellis  received  his  education  from  the  same  sources  as 
the  older  children.  He  helped  on  the  farm  and  worked 
at  the  Troy  Lumber  Company,  then  became  employed 
at  Patterson  Field.  He  married  Beatrice  Dean,  October 
9,  1941.  They  lived  in  Springfield,  Ohio.  After  Ellis 
enlisted  in  the  navy,  September,  1942,  he  was  sent  to 
Great  Lakes  Naval  Training  School.  He  became  an 
aircraft  mechanic  and  was  ordered  to  Alameda,  Cali¬ 
fornia.  In  the  Summer  of  1945,  he  was  shipped  to  Okin¬ 
awa  just  a  few  weeks  before  the  end  of  the  war.  There 
he  was,  in  a  war  with  the  elements,  when  a  typhoon 
took  tents  and  food,  all  but  their  K  rations.  His  wife, 
Beatrice,  was  with  Ralph  while  he  was  in  California, 
but  came  back  to  Ohio.  She  became  ill  and  died  in  1944. 

Ellis  later  met  and  married  Dorothy  Adams,  June, 
1945.  He  returned  from  Okinawa  with  an  honorable 
discharge,  and  came  to  Ohio.  They  built  a  home  near 
Fairborn,  and  he  went  back  to  work  at  Patterson  Field. 
In  April,  1951,  he  transferred  to  Muroc,  California.  He 
was  not  satisfied  with  the  weather  and  the  job,  so  he 
and  his  family  returned  to  Springfield,  Ohio  to  live. 
Ellis  and  Dorothy  have  three  daughters:  Lynda  Lee 
born  October  12,  1946 ;  Donna  Lee,  March  3,  1948 ;  Carol 
Jane,  December  25,  1950.  Ellis  is  now  employed  at 
Patterson  Field  as  a  technical  inspector. 

Roy  William  received  his  early  education  at  Wagner, 
Donnelsville  and  Olive  Branch  Schools.  He  helped  on 
the  farm  until  the  family  moved.  He  then  went  to  work 
in  Springfield.  February  9,  1943,  Roy  was  inducted  into 
the  Army,  and  took  his  training  in  Grenada,  Miss., 
where  he  learned  to  be  a  flight  engineer.  On  February 
9,  1944,  Roy  left  Miami,  Florida,  on  a  C-47  transport, 
flew  to  South  America  and  on  to  England  as  a  member 
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of  a  combat  crew  for  aircraft.  He  was  in  the  Normandy 
invasion,  and  also  fought  in  Southern  France,  Rome, 
Arno,  Northern  France,  Rhineland,  Ardennes  and  Cen¬ 
tral  Europe.  There  were  decorations  and  citations: 
E.  A.M.E.  Theatre  medal,  Air  medal  with  two  oak-leaf 
clusters,  unit  citation  and  good  conduct  medal.  Al¬ 
though  not  wounded,  he  had  many  very  close  calls.  Roy 
left  France,  July  16,  1945  —  came  back  by  boat.  He 
was  discharged  September  25,  1945,  a  Technical  Ser¬ 
geant.  Roy  was  employed  by  the  Buffalo  Road  Roller 
Co.,  Springfield,  Ohio.  He  married  Agnes  Burkhardt, 
February  8,  1946.  They  lived  in  Springfield.  He  re¬ 
turned  to  Patterson  Field  as  an  airplane  mechanic. 

The  youngest  child,  Phyllis  Louise,  received  her  edu¬ 
cation  in  Ohio  and  Missouri.  She  graduated  from  Ca¬ 
tawba,  Ohio,  High  School,  May,  1948.  Phyllis  was  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  Crowell-Collier  Co.,  Springfield,  then  by 
the  Wright-Patterson  Materiel  Command  as  clerk-typ¬ 
ist,  until  August,  1951.  Phyllis  married  Raymond  Scholl 
of  South  Vienna,  February,  1950.  They  live  in  South 
Vienna,  and  Raymond  is  employed  by  the  International 
Harvester  Company  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  as  an  elec¬ 
trician. 

Emerson  hopes  that  at  least  one  of  the  boys  will  be 
interested  in  farming  with  him.  Della  would  like  noth¬ 
ing  better  than  to  mother  her  grandchildren. 

This  family  has  been  written  in  some  detail,  not  only 
to  discuss  them  as  individuals,  but  to  show  how  war 
and  its  industries  have  influenced  American  life. 

The  third  son  of  Maggie  and  Webb  was  born  October 
15,  1900.  Frank  Lewis  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Montgomery  County,  near  Vandalia.  He  helped  on  the 
farm  as  a  boy,  but  he  spent  more  time  working  for  the 
Miami  Conservancy.  He  worked  at  drilling  to  get  cores 
which  would  show  the  earth's  formation  below  surface, 
at  Taylorsville  and  Englewood  Dams.  Frank  decided  to 
join  the  navy.  After  a  period  of  eighteen  months,  he 
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received  his  honorable  discharge.  He  spent  a  few 
months  with  his  parents,  then  went  “West”.  He  settled 
in  Wyoming,  and  was  employed  at  Diamondville. 

There  he  met  Margaret  Sneddon,  a  school  teacher. 
Peggy,  the  name  by  which  Margaret  was  known,  was 
of  a  fine,  large  Scotch  family.  Frank  and  Peggy  were 
married  June  10, 1925,  and  lived  at  Diamondville,  where 
Peggy  served  as  postmistress  for  several  years.  Mar¬ 
garet  Verne  was  born  May  7,  1926.  She  graduated  from 
Port  Angeles,  Washington,  and  married  Patrick  George, 
Jr.,  February,  1947.  Margaret  Verne  and  Patrick  wel¬ 
comed  a  handsome  baby  boy  to  their  home,  January  15, 
1948,  whom  they  named  Michael  Patrick.  They  live  at 
Kemmerer,  Wyoming. 

Frank  and  Peggy  welcomed  and  adopted  into  their 
home  a  baby  boy,  whom  they  called  Brent,  born  De¬ 
cember  27,  1934.  He  has  been  a  very  dear  child  to  his 
parents  and  a  brother  to  Margaret  Verne.  He  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Modesto,  California  High  School  in  June  at 
the  age  of  sixteen.  Brent  has  been  a  good  athlete.  He 
also  sang  in  the  boys  octette  and  in  choruses  in  high 
school.  He  went  from  high  school  into  the  United 
States  Navy. 

The  youngest,  a  girl  with  big,  blue  eyes,  very  light, 
curly  hair  and  a  most  intriguing  smile,  came  to  brighten 
the  home  of  Maggie  and  Webb,  January  7,  1904.  Ruth 
attended  Butler  High  School  and  Miami  Jacobs  Busi¬ 
ness  College  at  Dayton,  Ohio.  January  20,  1923.  she 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Raymond  W.  Shoup,  (brother 
of  Myrtle,  who  was  the  wife  of  Everett). 

Ruth  and  Raymond  started  housekeeping  on  a  farm 
south  of  Vandalia.  Raymond  was  looking  for  richer, 
more  fertile  land,  and  secured  the  rental  of  a  very  good 
farm  north  of  Troy,  Ohio.  After  a  few  years  they  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  in  the  same  community. 

May  25,  1927,  they  welcomed  into  their  home  a  baby 
boy,  Roger  William.  The  boy  was  not  to  stay  with  them, 
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for  the  “Grim  Angel”  called  him  January  8,  1928.  He 
was  buried  in  Memorial  Park  Cemetery. 

December  30,  1928,  another  boy  came,  Marvin  An¬ 
drew.  He  grew  as  boys  will,  attended  Staunton  Town¬ 
ship  High  School  and  graduated  May  1,  1947.  He  was 
employed  as  a  bookkeeper  at  the  First  National  Bank, 
Troy,  Ohio.  Marvin  joined  the  136th  Unit  National 
Guard  Artillery,  Piqua,  Ohio,  for  three  years.  He  was 
married  to  Betty  Louise  Critzer  of  Piqua,  Ohio,  Novem¬ 
ber  17,  1949. 

Allen  Lee  was  born  April  9,  1932.  He  received  his 
education  at  the  Staunton  High  School  and  was  grad¬ 
uated,  May,  1950.  Allen  was  a  good  athlete  as  well  as 
a  good  student  and  helped  his  team  win  many  games 
of  basketball.  Both  boys  know  howr  to  farm  well;  Allen 
is  now  doing  much  of  the  home  farming.  Too  much 
hard  work  has  compelled  Raymond  to  turn  some  of 
the  tractor  and  implement  labor  over  to  younger  hands. 
America  is  a  place  where  intelligence  and  industry  can 
win  homes  and  happiness. 

CHARLES  AND  CORA  BEESON  WELLS 

The  civil  war  was  scarcely  over,  in  fact  there  was 
still  much  to  be  settled  between  the  States,  when  anoth¬ 
er  little  girLcame  to  Cordelia  and  John.  They  named 
her  Cora  Elizabeth.  Her  birthday  is  September  18,  1868. 
She  attended  school  at  Chambersburg.  Her  name  is 
written  in  many  of  the  old  geographies,  grammars, 
readers  and  arithmetics.  She  read  the  current  papers 
which  were  available,  some  books  and  as  most  children, 
she  read  the  Bible.  She  took  part  in  church  services 
with  Maggie  and  Callie,  as  religion  was  a  prominent 
part  of  the  family’s  life. 

Cora  studied  charts  for  dressmaking  and  purchased 
a  sewing  machine.  With  skill  and  industry  she  became 
a  need  in  many  homes.  One  younger  brother  once  com¬ 
mented,  “Cora’s  pocketbook  is  always  full”.  Her  needle 


Beeson  Family  History 


47 


helped  to  dress  the  younger  children  well  and  neatly. 

During  these  years,  from  three  to  five  buggies  could 
be  seen  almost  every  Sunday  evening  at  the  Beeson 
home.  The  light  buggy  and  the  bright  bay  mare  of 
Charlie  Wells  was  often  tied  there. 

Cora  and  Charlie  were  married  December  3,  1891. 
They  lived  on  a  farm  owned  by  Charlie’s  father,  a  mile 
north  of  Vandalia.  They  continued  to  live  on  a  part  of 
the  farm,  fifty-two  years.  Charlie’s  father,  William 
Wells,  began  farming  on  this  land,  he  cleared  and 
drained  it  until  more  than  two  hundred  acres  were  in 
1  lie  farm.  Charlie  farmed  about  ninety  acres.  The 
products  of  this  farm  were  corn,  wheat,  oats,  hay,  hogs, 
poultry  and  butter. 

There  were  no  near  neighbors  for  a  number  of  years. 
Cora  prepared  meals  for  the  harvest  hands,  took  care 
of  chickens  and  made  butter.  One  morning  in  summer, 
the  men  had  taken  the  teams  to  the  field,  the  churning 
should  be  out  of  the  way  so  that  the  noonday  meal 
would  be  on  the  table  by  eleven-thirty.  Cora  said, 
“Ralph,  have  you  finished  your  oatmeal?”.  The  four 
and  one-half  year  old  boy  scooped  up  another  spoonful, 
looked  toward  the  kitchen  door,  slid  from  his  chair  with 
two  pieces  of  bread  in  one  hand,  and  a  cookie  from  the 
cookie  jar  in  the  other,  quietly  opened  the  screen  door. 
Bingo,  the  big  red  setter  was  waiting.  Both  squeezed 
between  the  gate  and  the  post,  Bingo  leading  the  way, 
Ralph  mired  his  foot  prints  in  the  dust  and  both  trotted 
back  the  lane.  Now  there  was  grass,  and  foot  prints 
were  lost.  On  one  side  was  three-foot-tall  corn,  on  the 
other  side  was  wheat,  twenty  acres *of  it,  two  and  one- 
half  leet  high.  The  setter  considered  that  the  best  in 
which  to  go  hunting,  so  Ralph  went  with  him  and  one- 
half  hour  later  Cora  came  past  the  breakfast  table, 
“Ralph,  where  are  you?”  No  answer.  The  busy  mother 
cleared  away  the  table  and  went  to  look  after  the  cream 
ior  the  churn.  Fifteen  minutes  later  she  walked  around 
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the  house,  then  called,  “Bingo !  Here  Bingo !  Now  where 
can  those  two  be  ?”  She  quickly  returned  to  the  kitchen, 
then  out  the  lane  gate,  finding  prints  of  bare  feet  in  the 
dust.  “Oh  Ralph !  why  do  you  wander  away  when  I 
have  so  much  to  do?”  She  followed  the  tracks  a  quarter 
of  a  mile.  Then  there  was  grass  and  no  tracks.  She 
climbed  the  rail  fence  on  the  corn-field  side,  she  called 
and  looked.  No  Ralph !  She  then  climbed  the  fence  on 
the  wheat-field  side  of  the  lane,  looked  far  over  toward 
the  woods.  “Oh  Ralph”,  then  “Here  Bingo”.  The  dog 
turned  and  the  boy  with  him.  She  broke  a  branch  off 
a  wild  cherry  shrub.  “Til  just  punish  him.  He  takes  a 
good  hour  of  my  time.”  Five  minutes  later  a  tired,  hot, 
sweaty  little  boy  was  reaching  his  arms  up.  “Oh  Mama, 
I’m  so  tired  and  thirsty.”  The  switch  was  dropped,  the 
child  gathered  to  the  girlish  breast,  and  carried  back 
to  the  lane.  As  a  brother  remarked  to  her  the  next 
winter  when  she  related  the  incident,  “A  mother’s  love 
and  forgiveness  is  like  that  of  God,  it  forgives  and  for¬ 
gets  our  sins”. 

Cora,  Callie,  Lucy  Smith  and  Minnie  Jackson  brought 
their  families  together  often.  The  meal  of  one  was  al¬ 
ways  a  bit  better  than  the  others  —  they  did  more  than 
eat.  The  four  families  had  much  to  do  with  church, 
schools  and  community  activities. 

The  old  Wells  homestead  was  taken  over  by  the 
Government  for  the  Dayton  Airport.  Where  the  Wells 
boys  played,  farmed  and  hunted,  great  runways  have 
been  constructed.  Giant  planes  sweep  over  the  land 
where  corn,  wheat  and  clover  waved. 

The  sons  and  grandsons  of  the  boys  and  girls  have 
traveled  over  the  entire  face  of  the  earth.  They  know 
Casablanca,  Suez,  Berlin,  London,  Rome,  Paris,  Mur¬ 
mansk,  South  America,  South  Pacific,  Australia,  Ba¬ 
taan,  Pearl  Harbor,  Sitka,  Seoul,  Coral  Sea,  Bonin. 
Guam,  Midway,  Iceland  and  Capetown.  The  boys  and 
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girls  who  used  to  play  and  work  on  those  farms  near 
Vandalia  have  seen  the  world  since  then. 

Cora,  Maggie,  Caliie,  Nellie  and  Emma  watched  and 
prayed  over  boys  and  girls  w*ho  were  babies,  children, 
young  men  and  women,  then  parents.  Their  families 
grew  for  sixty  years. 

Charlie  and  Cora  celebrated  their  Golden  Wedding 
Anniversary  at  the  old  home,  December  7,  1941.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  afternoon  many  of  the  young  people  listened  to 
the  radio  broadcast  of  the  raid  on  Pearl  Harbor.  They 
knew  this  was  the  beginning  of  World  War  II. 

The  Wells’  home  place  was  sold,  they  purchased  a 
home  in  Tipp  City  and  moved  the  next  spring,  they 
lived  there  almost  seven  years. 

During  the  night  of  July  29,  1948,  Charlie  quietly 
passed  away;  he  was  laid  to  rest  in  Maple  Hill  Ceme¬ 
tery,  Tipp  City.  The  Tipp  City  home  has  been  sold. 
Cora  went  to  live  with  Mabel  at  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio.  She 
is  more  than  eighty-three  years  of  age,  petite,  neat  and 
energetic  as  an  eighteen-year-old. 

November  20,  1892,  the  first  son  of  Cora  and  Charlie 
was  born  on  the  Wells  farm.  Ralph  says  he  had  a  habit 
of  wandering  in  wheat  fields,  hiding  in  corn-shocks  and 
going  with  the  dog  Bingo,  to  the  woods.  School  was 
begun  early  in  life,  beginning  his  second  year  at  six 
years  of  age,  and  walking  almost  two  miles  to  Pine 
Grove.  In  the  fall  he  would  drive  a  herd  of  twelve  cows 
to  and  frcm  pasture  as  he  went  to  school  and  returned. 
This  task  was  common  among  his  cousins  and  neigh¬ 
bors.  It  was  a  tiring  task  to  keep  wise  cows  from  run¬ 
ning  into  open  gates.  When  Ralph  was  in  the  sixth 
grade,  it  was  decided  that  he  attend  the  Anderson 
School  because  it  was  much  nearer  home. 

One  day  a  severe  snow  storm  blew  up,  for  this  reason 
ho  went  home  with  his  cousins,  Ray  and  Russell  Sunder¬ 
land,  whose  father  had  come  in  his  covered  wagon.  It 
was  warm  and  cozy  at  the  Sunderland  home.  Things 
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were  different  in  the  Wells  home  —  no  small  boy  re¬ 
turned  from  school  at  the  usual  time.  Soon  searching 
parties  were  out,  no  boy  was  found.  After  many  hours, 
someone  happened  to  think  that  he  might  have  gone  to 
Sunderlands;  they  found  him  there.  With  the  anxiety 
relieved,  he  was  told  he  could  stay  all  night  and  the 
searchers  went  home. 

He  entered  Butler  High  School  at  twelve  years  of  age. 
Latin  and  Algebra  were  difficult,  but  he  learned  how 
to  study  as  he  progressed  in  school.  He  graduated  with 
his  class,  May,  1909.  He  became  acquainted  with  Otter- 
bein  College,  Westerville,  through  his  Uncle  Elmer. 
After  two  years  in  college,  he  taught  school  in  Butler 
Township  for  two  years.  This  first  teaching  assignment 
was  the  Quaker  School  at  the  intersection  of  Peters 
Pike  and  Little  York  Road. 

The  wages  in  industry  drew  Ralph  away  from  the 
schoolroom.  While  employed  in  Dayton,  March  27,  1913, 
the  most  disastrous  flood  in  history  was  experienced. 
June  25,  1913,  Ralph  was  united  in  marriage  to  Eva  B. 
Whitmer.  The  newly-wed  folks  did  light  housekeeping 
until  their  first  child,  Virginia  Juanita,  was  born,  May 
8,  1914.  A  few  weeks  later  they  moved  to  a  home  in 
Columbus,  Ohio.  Ralph  enrolled  in  Ohio  State  Univer¬ 
sity,  spending  as  many  hours  as  were  possible  after  his 
assignments,  milking,  caring  for  cattle  and  working  in 
the  steam  tunnels.  He  graduated  in  June,  1916. 

The  following  summer  was  spent  as  herdsman  on  a 
farm  north  of  Columbus.  At  the  end  of  summer,  Ralph 
and  his  family  moved  to  his  father’s  home  at  Vandalia, 
and  he  worked  in  a  munition  factory  in  Dayton. 

Vocational  agriculture  teaching  positions  were  open¬ 
ing  in  the  rural  high  schools  of  Ohio.  Ralph  was  em¬ 
ployed  to  establish  a  new  department  of  Vocational  Ag¬ 
riculture  in  the  high  school  at  West  Fayette.  The  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  school  and  the  type  of  approach  to  his  work 
was  a  stepping  stone  to  becoming  County  Agriculture 
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Agent  of  Monroe  County.  He  took  this  position  Feb¬ 
ruary  1,  1920.  Son  Harold  was  born  December,  1919, 
and  died  February,  1920. 

There  was  much  hard  work  for  County  Agents  to 
organize  the  new  Farm  Bureau  Federation.  It  took 
money  and  physical  effort  to  make  the  campaign  a  suc¬ 
cess.  As  a  result  of  the  work  in  Monroe  County,  Ralph 
was  employed  to  become  manager  of  a  large  farm  in 
Belmont  County. 

The  work  was  successful  in  that  the  farm’s  products 
were  recognized  by  purebred  livestock  clubs  in  Farm 
Bureau  work  and  for  outstanding  livestock  production. 
Ralph  and  his  family  left  this  farm.  Jobs  were  hard  to 
find,  salaries  were  not  good.  Soon  he  took  up  work  with 
a  large  chick  hatchery  in  Fostoria,  Ohio. 

Ralph  later  married  Nellie  Andrews  of  Worthington, 
Ohio,  January  27,  1927.  They  established  a  home  on  a 
farm  five  miles  north  of  Fostoria  in  Wood  County,  Ohio. 
Affairs  went  fairly  well  until  the  depression  of  1929 
and  disease  almost  cleaned  out  the  poultry. 

Ralph  returned  to  teach  Vocational  Agriculture  at 
Mt.  Gilead.  He  continued  teaching  for  almost  nine 
years.  He  spent  the  time  from  September  1944  to  April 
1947,  organizing  the  Farm  Bureau  Co-operative  of 
Clark  County.  Ralph  later  became  field  man  for  the 
Franklin  County  Farm  Bureau  Co-operative  Associa¬ 
tion.  In  1950  he  became  affiliated  with  the  Farm  Bureau 
Insurance  Companies  as  their  representative  in  Trov, 
Ohio.  Financial  reward  was  proportionate  with  sales 
effort;  Ralph  and  Nellie  purchased  a  new  home  in  Troy. 

Ralph’s  oldest  child,  Virginia  Juanita  Wells,  was  born 
May  8,  1914.  Her  first  education  was  in  Belmont  County 
and  at  Butler  Township,  Vandalia,  Ohio.  She  graduated 
from  high  school  at  Wayne,  near  Fostoria,  then  atten¬ 
ded  State  Normal  at  Bowling  Green.  She  was  married 
in  1936,  to  James  D.  Cordy  of  Toledo.  James  brought 
to  this  family  his  son  Lee,  by  a  former  marriage.  To 


52 


Beeson  Family  History 


Virginia  and  James  were  born:  Dale  on  May  9,  1939, 
Nita  on  August  19, 1941,  Michael  Dean  on  July  18,  1945, 
and  Gerald  Allen  on  August  31,  1946. 

James  and  Virginia  have  modernized  a  comfortable 
home  in  Waterville,  Ohio.  They  are  a  busy  and  pros¬ 
perous  family,  and  find  plenty  to  do  in  the  Methodist 
Church  and  Sunday  School. 

The  oldest  son  of  Ralph  and  Eva  Wells  was  born 
March  10,  1916  in  Columbus,  Ohio.  Carl  Franklin  lived 
on  a  farm  with  his  parents  near  Powhatan,  Ohio.  Here 
he  completed  grade  school  and  later  took  high  school 
work  at  Westerville,  Ohio.  He  was  an  industrious  boy 
and  sold  papers  to  help  with  his  education.  Then  he 
raised  and  sold  chickens  for  his  high  school  project 
which  helped  to  pay  for  his  graduation  in  May,  1933. 

The  young  industrialist  suffered  bank  loss,  as  did 
many  others,  when  the  Westerville  Bank  went  down  in 
the  depression.  Unable  to  find  a  job  after  graduation, 
he  came  to  Dayton  and  his  Uncle  Rowland  helped  him. 
Carl  became  associated  with  Inland  Manufacturing 
Company  in  1935.  He  took  up  tool-making  and  became 
a  foreman.  Night  school  at  the  Y.M.C.A.  and  sticking 
to  the  job  made  the  man.  Carl  and  Mary  Kasko  were 
married  November  22,  1938.  A  daughter,  Carolyn 
Nancy  was  born  August  19,  1939;  Larry  Gregg,  March 
24,  1945  and  David  Franklin,  May  16,  1951.  Carl  and 
Mary  obtained  a  wooded  acreage  near  Johnsville,  Ohio, 
and  built  a  beautiful  home. 

Ralph  Wells  Jr.  is  the  youngest  son  of  Ralph  and  Eva. 
He  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Belmont  County,  October  9, 
1922.  His  parents  moved  to  Westerville,  Ohio.  Here  he 
attended  both  grade  and  high  school,  graduating  May, 
1940.  He  too,  was  successful  in  his  farm  projects,  grow¬ 
ing  potatoes  and  soy  beans.  He  entered  the  army  Janu¬ 
ary  9,  1943  and  was  stationed  at  Camp  Croft,  South 
Carolina.  His  former  sweetheart,  Marjorie  Leona  Han¬ 
over,  became  his  wife  March  9,  19  44.  They  lived  in 
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Spartenburg,  South  Carolina  until  he  was  shipped  over¬ 
seas,  July  24,  1944.  Ralph  was  with  Gen.  Hodges  Army 
in  the  European  Theater  and  took  part  in  the  “Battle 
of  the  Bulge”.  He  was  discharged  January  5,  1946  and 
returned  to  work  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  They  sold  their 
home  in  Columbus,  later  buying  one  in  Westerville. 

Ralph  and  Marjorie  have  two  daughters:  Pamela  Kay 
born  March  31,  1948  and  Janet  Lynn  born  February  6. 
1951.  These  are  very  brief  notations  for  young  people 
who  have  given  up  months  and  years  of  their  lives  and 
tramped  and  fought.  What  for? 

The  second  son  of  Cora  and  Charlie  was  John  Row¬ 
land,  born  April  2,  1897.  During  his  boyhood  Rowland 
worked  on  the  farm;  in  winter  helped  with  feeding  of 
stock  and  milking  cows.  His  first  business  adventure 
with  the  public  was  a  milk  route  in  Vandalia,  delivering 
from  door  to  door.  Ringing  the  bell  brought  patrons  to 
the  wagon.  He  dipped  the  milk  from  the  can  into  their 
pitchers  or  other  utensils,  moving  on  to  the  next  cus¬ 
tomer.  When  finished  he  hurried  home,  then  rushed  to 
school  in  time  for  first  recess.  “All  work  and  no  play 
makes  a  dull  boy.”  His  father  bought  a  shiny  red  lawn 
swing,  it  was  delivered,  assembled  immediately  and  put 
to  use.  The  recreation  seemed  to  relieve  all  need  for 
food  or  sleep,  fifty  years  later,  the  memory  remains; 
Rowland  feels  a  dizzy  sensation  when  coming  in  contact 
with  swaying  obects. 

Rowland  completed  grade  and  high  school  in  Butler 
Township  —  after  graduation,  May,  1915,  he  applied 
for  and  obtained  a  position  as  apprentice  with  Vandalia 
State  Bank,  working  for  six  months  without  pay.  He 
was  now  ready  for  a  banking  career,  starting  as  mes¬ 
senger  with  Dayton  Savings  and  Trust  Company. 

World  War  I  interrupted  the  plan;  he  was  off  to 
Camp  Zachary  Taylor,  Louisville,  Kentucky.  August  23, 
1918.  Clerical  experience  qualified  him  for  an  assign¬ 
ment  in  the  purchasing  of  food  and  supplies  for  a  Bat- 
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talion.  Soon  after  Armistice  Day,  November  11,  he 
began  working  in  Field  Headquarters  Discharge  Di¬ 
vision.  After  many  months  helping  to  make  out  thou¬ 
sands  of  discharges,  orders  finally  came  to  make  out 
his  own  on  August  26,  1919.  He  returned  to  his  former 
position  in  banking. 

On  June  2,  1920,  Rowland  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Nettie  Lohman.  They  moved  into  a  new  home  in  Day- 
ton  which  had  been  purchased  before  they  were  mar¬ 
ried.  Many  vacations  were  spent  working  at  odd  jobs. 
Rowland  took  seriously  the  slogan:  “Tomorrow  will  be 
a  better  day  if  we  begin  this  day  to  improve  it”.  He 
enrolled  in  The  University  of  Dayton  night  school  in 
addition  to  evening  classes  in  banking.  April  12,  1926, 
he  became  associated  with  Winters  National  Bank  and 
Trust  Company  and  graduated  from  the  American  In¬ 
stitute  of  Banking,  April,  1935.  This  knowledge  was 
put  to  good  use  when  he  was  appointed  manager  of 
Market  Office,  Wayne  Avenue,  April,  1933. 

Night  school  was  continued,  taking  post-graduate 
work  he  has  earned  one  of  the  two  post-graduate  cer¬ 
tificates  among  Dayton  bankers.  He  became  a  member 
of  Winters  official  staff  with  title  of  Assistant  Cashier, 
also  The  Twenty-five  Year  Club.  He  and  Nettie  have 
been  active  members  of  Hope  Lutheran  Church  for  thir¬ 
ty-one  years.  They  built  their  home  at  2700  Shroyer 
Road  in  Dayton.  Having  an  unbounded  capacity  for 
work  with  civic  and  charitable  organizations,  kept  him 
a  busy  man. 

Don  Burnette  Wells  was  born  September  12,  1921. 
When  a  very  small  boy  sitting  on  the  floor  drawing,  he 
said,  “Here  is  Uncle  Sam,  I  can  do  Abe  Lincoln  too”. 
He  attended  Dayton  elementary  school  and  Saturday 
classes  at  Dayton  Art  Institute.  Mechanical  drawing 
was  of  great  interest  in  high  school.  His  senior  year 
he  was  assistant  art  editor  of  the  year-book,  dedicated 
to  Wright  Brothers.  He  graduated  from  Oakwood  High 
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School,  June,  1939.  The  first  position  was  with  The 
National  Cash  Register  Company  as  an  apprentice  in 
Engineering  Designing.  He  also  studie  '  Industrial  Arts 
in  NCR  and  YMCA  night  schools. 

In  April,  1942,  Don  enlisted  at  Patterson  Field.  He 
was  a  Link  Trainer  Instructor  at  Syracuse  Air  Base, 
New  York.  School  at  Kelly  Field,  San  Antonio,  Texas, 
prepared  him  for  the  Pacific  theater  of  war,  as  a  bomb- 
sight  specialist  with  B-29’s.  He  was  stationed  on  Tinian 
in  the  Mariana  Islands.  Here  bomb-sight  service  made 
possible  the  effective  dropping  of  the  first  Atom  bomb 
on  Hiroshima.  Don  said  he  got  a  break  when  told  to  be 
ready  for  the  mission,  September  2,  1945.  They  flew 
from  Tinian  over  the  devastated  Empire  of  Japan,  the 
plane  dipped  low  over  the  USS  Missouri  during  the 
historic  formal  surrender  of  the  Japanese.  It  was  an 
overwhelming  sight,  masses  of  planes  under  white 
fleecy  clouds  in  the  sky,  below  for  miles,  warships, 
destroyers  and  aircraft  carriers  in  the  blue  waters  of 
the  bay.  He  was  discharged  January,  1946. 

For  a  few  months  he  could  review  his  early  life.  He 
carried  papers,  worked  in  a  grocery  store,  was  page  in 
Dayton  Public  Library  and  active  in  Boy  Scouts.  He 
was  graduated  from  Northrop  Aeronautical  Institute 
of  Technology,  Hawthorne,  California,  August,  1948. 
Don  and  Margaret  Ann  Houser  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa 
were  married  June  30,  1949  in  Los  Angeles. 

January,  1951,  he  became  associated  with  Catalog 
and  Advertising  Producers  as  technical  writer  in  Aero¬ 
nautical  Engineering.  They  have  purchased  a  new  home 
at  7610  El  Manor  Avenue  in  Westchester,  Los  Angeles. 

Cora  and  Charlie  were  very  happy  when  a  cute  little 
girl  arrived  February  26,  1906.  They  named  the  daugh¬ 
ter  Dorothy  Mabel.  Most  of  Mabel’s  home  life  was  spent 
at  the  old  Wells  homestead.  She  attended  Pine  Grove 
elementary  school  on  Old  Springfield  Road  and  was 
graduated  from  Butler  Township  High  School,  May, 
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1924.  She  was  a  quiet  little  girl  at  home  but  she  had 
ambitions.  Parents  do  not  always  think  out  the  abili¬ 
ties  which  their  children  possess.  Mabel  had  to  strive 
hard  to  get  started  in  nurses  training  at  Ball  Memorial 
Hospital  in  Piqua.  She  had  special  training  at  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Hospital  in  Cincinnati,  0.  After  September,  1927, 
she  could  sign  her  name  Dorothy  Wells,  RX.  Nurses 
have  filled  a  very  important  part  in  maintaining  the 
medical  care  of  these  United  States.  Mabel  very  effi¬ 
ciently  has  done  and  is  doing  her  part.  She  did  private 
nursing  and  continued  special  work  for  four  years  at 
Piqua  and  Troy  Hospitals.  She  met  people  and  made 
many  friends  as  she  went  about  her  work;  one  of  the 
men  was  a  young  patient,  Wayne  C.  Duncan.  Mabel 
graduated  from  the  Piqua  Hospital  in  1927. 

On  January  12,  1928,  Mabel  and  Wayne  were  married 
and  started  housekeeping  at  West  Milton,  Ohio.  Wayne 
is  mechanically  inclined.  He  improved  his  skills  by 
working  for  the  Ford  Motor  Company.  When  a  man 
is  proficient  in  his  line  and  improves  it  by  exercise  and 
study,  others  pay  for  that  skill.  Wayne  has  been  made 
a  foreman  by  the  Buick  Company  at  Troy,  Ohio.  His 
home  shows  the  expertness  of  his  ability.  He  has  col¬ 
lected  various  guns,  rifles  and  pistols;  this  is  work 
which  some  people  call  a  hobby.  Mabel  appreciates  his 
training  when  he  sets  up  machines  which  very  much 
decrease  her  work  about  the  house. 

Mabel  is  somewhat  like  the  child  in  the  poem.  The 
others  said;  “I  love  you,  Mother”.  Mabel  does  not  say 
very  much,  but  neighbors,  friends  and  relatives  know 
she  loves  them,  she  just  does  things  for  them,  things 
which  make  life  more  happy.  The  Duncans  have  a 
cheerful  and  comfortable  home  at  Pleasant  Hill. 

Like  many  of  her  cousins,  she  used  the  name  of  her 
grandmother  for  her  daughter,  Cordelia  Jane,  born 
August  5,  1929.  Cordelia  graduated  from  Pleasant  Hill 
High  School,  May,  1947  and  found  occupation  in  a 
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swank  restaurant.  She  was  married  to  Richard  Cooper 
October  10,  1918.  They  have  a  pretty  baby  daughter, 
Cinderella  K.,  born  June  19,  1949.  Their  home  is  with 
Grandmother  Duncan. 

Mabel  and  Wayne  are  very  proud  of  their  son,  Wells, 
born  June  6,  1937.  The  boy  is  a  good  student  and  likes 
to  earn  money.  He  keeps  his  patrons  promptly  supplied 
with  the  daily  paper  and  is  a  member  of  the  Drum  En¬ 
semble  in  high  school.  His  parents  asked  why  he  was 
late  in  coming  from  school,  Wells  answered:  “Oh,  the 
school  is  going  to  have  a  track  meet”.  As  Wells  was  so 
deliberate  in  his  movements  about  home,  the  parents 
thought  little  more  about  the  conversation.  Then  one 
evening  the  boy  quietly  announced,  “I  came  in  first  on 
that  distance  race”.  They  remembered  that  the  race 
goes  to  the  one  who  stays  in  it.  Wells  is  active  in  scouts ; 
in  1950  he  was  a  delegate  from  his  troop  to  the  World 
Scout  Jamboree  at  Valley  Forge,  Pennsylvania. 

KORAH  AND  CAROLINE  BEESON  SUNDERLAND 

Caroline  Priscilla  Beeson  was  born  September  19, 
1870,  and  lived  until  Good  Friday,  April  19,  1946.  She 
was  the  third  child  of  John  Henry  Beeson  and  Cordelia 
Jane  Brentlinger  Beeson. 

She  lived  on  her  parents’  farm  near  Chambersburg 
on  the  Bolls  Road,  later  named  “Maxton  Road”.  Due  to 
the  new  Dixie  Highway,  now  built  across  Maxton  Road, 
the  homeplace  faces  this  pike.  In  her  childhood  she 
attended  school  at  Chambersburg.  She  often  mentioned 
one  of  her  teachers,  Mr.  George  O’Neal,  who  had  his 
own  ideas  of  discipline.  Mr.  John  P.  Nine  was  another 
teacher  frequently  mentioned.  He  had  been  a  preacher ; 
consequently  he  taught  the  principles  of  right  and 
wrong  as  well  as  textbooks.  As  a  girl,  she  attended  the 
Quaker  Church  at  Chambersburg,  known  as  the  Friends 
Church.  This  is  the  denomination  to  which  former 
President  Hoover  belongs. 
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In  later  years,  Callie,  as  her  family  nicknamed  her, 
enjoyed  telling  interesting  incidents  of  her  childhood. 
For  instance,  at  the  age  of  seven  years,  she  spent  time 
at  her  Aunt  Martha  Brentlinger’s  helping  take  care  of 
the  young  Brentlinger  children. 

She  used  to  tell  about  going  berry  picking  with  her 
sisters.  They  discovered  a  big  black  snake,  which  Cora 
promptly  mashed  with  a  club  to  “protect”  her  younger 
sisters.  Another  incident  in  her  childhood  occurred 
when  the  family  lived  on  the  Stuttleburg  place.  The 
children’s  father  had  dug  some  post  holes.  Shortly 
after,  a  heavy  rain  came,  Callie  and  sister  Nellie,  were 
playing  in  the  vicinity  of  these  water-filled  post  holes. 
Apparently  the  playing  became  too  interesting  as  they 
forgot  the  post  holes  and  Nellie  fell  in  one,  up  to  her 
neck.  Callie  pulled  her  out.  Callie  also  told  of  the  time 
Cora  fell  in  the  spring,  and  when  she  started  to  climb 
out,  Nellie  excitedly  asked  her  if  she  saw  any  crawfish. 
It  seems  Nellie  was  afraid  of  crawfish. 

In  1891,  Callie  married  Korah  Jacob  Sunderland,  the 
son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Sunderland.  Their  framed 
marriage  license  with  their  pictures  on  it  hung  in  their 
home  for  many  years.  Korah’s  grand-father’s  sister 
years  before  had  become  the  wife  of  William  Wells. 
William  Wells  was  the  father-in-law  of  Callie’s  sister, 
Cora.  This  indicates  the  community  connections  that 
occurred  in  the  days  when  travel  was  not  so  easy. 

The  William  Wells  farm,  back  a  long  lane,  west  of  the 
Dixie  Highway  and  north  of  Vandalia  was  Callie’s  and 
Korah’s  first  home.  This  is  now  (1951)  part  of  the 
Dayton  Municipal  Airport.  About  a  year  later,  they 
moved  to  the  Harry  Wells  place  near  the  Brown  school 
house.  A  year  or  two  after  that,  they  moved  to  the 
Jacob  Smith  farm,  north  of  the  National  Road  on  the 
Peters  Pike.  They  farmed  the  Smith  place  for  fourteen 
years. 
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While  living  in  Butler  Township  in  Montgomery 
County,  Korah  and  Callie  took  considerable  interest  in 
school  affairs.  When  Korah  was  around  sixteen  or 
seventeen  years  of  age,  he  attended  the  one  year  of 
high  school  taught  in  Vandalia.  They  felt  the  value  of 
this  additional  training  enough  to  work  hard  toward 
the  development  of  a  township  high  school.  Korah  was 
an  active  member  of  the  school  board  when  the  first 
Butler  Township  High  School  was  erected.  Neither  had 
the  advantage  of  a  complete  high  school  education. 

Korah  was  also  proud  of  the  accomplishment  of  the 
local-option  committee,  of  which  he  was  chairman, 
when  Butler  Township  was  voted  dry.  Callie  was  in 
full  accord  with  his  work  along  these  lines.  They  were 
then  members  of  the  Vandalia  United  Brethren  Church. 

While  they  were  living  in  Butler  Township,  their 
three  children  were  born.  Ethel  Marie  was  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  28,  1892,  while  they  lived  on  the  William  Wells 
farm.  Walter  Ray  was  born  July  9,  1893,  when  they 
lived  on  the  Harry  Wells  farm,  and  Russell  Lowell  was 
born  November  5,  1896,  when  Callie  and  Korah  lived 
on  the  Jacob  Smith  farm. 

In  1905  they  bought  a  farm  in  Sugarcreek  Township 
in  Greene  County.  This  property  was  located  nine  miles 
southeast  of  Dayton,  one  and  one-half  miles  east  of  the 
Wilmington  Pike  on  the  Swigart  Road.  Two  years  later 
they  moved  to  their  farm,  and  a  year  later  they  erected 
a  new  modern  home.  Callie  and  Korah  worked  hard  to 
make  a  success  of  their  Guernsey  dairy. 

Their  interest  in  schools  still  continued  to  manifest 
itself,  in  that  Korah  served  on  the  Sugarcreek  Town¬ 
ship  School  Board  for  eighteen  years.  He  was  president 
of  the  board  when  the  centralized  school  was  built  in 
that  township.  This  interest  in  public  work  took  co¬ 
operation  on  Callie’s  part. 

Their  interest  in  church  work  was  also  pronounced. 
The  entire  family  belonged  to  the  Sugarcreek  United 
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Presbyterian  Church  on  Wilmington  Pike.  Korah  was 
a  member  of  the  session  and  secretary-treasurer  for 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  was  on  the  building 
committee  for  a  new  church  and  a  new  parsonage.  Callie 
took  part  in  missionary  society  activities  and  other 
women’s  church  affairs. 

In  1923  they  spent  a  year  in  Nevada,  Iowa,  with 
Korah’s  aging  Aunt  ‘'Sis”,  Mary  Furnas.  They  returned 
to  their  home  in  1929,  but  had  the  misfortune  a  year 
later  to  lose  their  residence  by  fire.  They  immediately 
built  a  new  modern  semi-bungalow.  They  lived  in  this 
home  until  they  retired  from  the  farm  and  moved  to 
Beavertown  in  1934.  Callie  spent  the  rest  of  her  life 
in  comfortable  circumstances  at  the  Beavertown  home. 
Her  husband  Korah  died  November  26,  1951  in  Beaver¬ 
town.  He  is  survived  by  his  descendants  and  his  second 
wife,  Dorothy  Cook  Sunderland. 

All  who  knew  Callie  saw  that  she  possessed  the  na¬ 
tural  traits  of  friendliness  and  hospitality,  so  necessary 
for  successful  living  in  a  farm  home  and  community. 
She  enjoyed  nothing  more  than  a  visit  from  a  friend, 
neighbor,  or  relative  in  her  home.  Whether  it  was  a 
brief  call,  or  a  long  stay,  her  response  was  the  same. 
Her  easy  conversation,  relating  of  interesting  anec¬ 
dotes,  and  calm  understanding  of  others  was  a  pleasure 
to  those  with  whom  she  associated.  It  can  be  under¬ 
stood  that  Callie  enjoyed  the  visits  of  people  of  all 
ages  more,  because  she  managed  her  household  tasks 
in  such  a  way  that  they  did  not  appear  to  be  a  burden 
to  her.  To  one  watching  her,  she  never  seemed  to  hurry 
but  she  accomplished  much.  She  particularly  enjoyed 
cooking,  and  the  finished  product  of  her  efforts  along 
this  line  was  really  enjoyable. 

Their  oldest  child,  Ethel  Marie,  received  her  elemen¬ 
tary  education  in  the  Anderson  school,  formerly  located 
about  one  mile  north  of  the  original  Butler  Township 
High  School.  She  completed  one  year  of  high  school  in 
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Butler  High.  Before  her  sophomore  year,  her  family 
moved  to  Greene  County.  In  the  Spring  of  1910,  she 
graduated  from  the  Sugarcreek  Township  High  School 
located  at  Bellbrook. 

Ethel  married  Henry  S.  Weeks,  September  5,  1912, 
They  started  housekeeping  on  Heaton  Avenue,  Dayton, 
Ohio.  The  Dayton  flood  occurred  the  following  spring, 
but  they  were  fortunate  in  being  outside  the  flood  area. 

Three  children  were  born:  Evelyn  Fern  on  December 
7,  1913,  Myron  Sunderland  on  April  25,  1916  and  Phyl¬ 
lis  Christine  on  January  14,  1923. 

During  her  married  life,  she  assisted  her  husband  in 
his  business  of  operating  a  grocery  in  Dayton  and  Van- 
dalia.  Ethel  died  of  pneumonia  on  July  22,  1924,  being 
buried  next  to  the  Korah  Sunderland  family  lot  in  Me¬ 
morial  Park  Cemetery  near  Murlin  Heights.  Ethel  and 
Henry  Weeks  attended  the  church  near  where  they 
happened  to  be  living. 

Evelyn  Fern  was  married  to  Howard  “Bing”  Laxton 
in  1935.  One  child,  Lynn  Rochelle,  was  born  to  them 
February  16,  1937.  They  lived  in  Lafayette,  Indiana 
until  World  War  II  when  Howard  joined  the  Navy  as 
an  Ensign.  Evelyn  is  a  graduate  of  Steele  High  School, 
Dayton.  During  the  war  she  held  a  responsible  position 
at  Wright  Field.  Evelyn  is  now,  in  1951,  living  in  Day- 
ton,  Ohio. 

Myron  Sunderland  Weeks  was  married  May  4,  1940, 
to  Emma  Jeanne  McCormick  of  Greensburg,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  They  have  four  children  living:  Jeffrey  Sunder¬ 
land,  born  July  11,  1941,  Suzanne  Norman,  born  Janu¬ 
ary  21,  1944,  Phillip  McCormick,  born  May  16,  1947. 
Phillip’s  twin  died  at  birth.  Trudy  was  born  in  the 
Spring  of  1950.  Myron  attended  Ohio  State  University, 
where  he  met  his  wife-to-be.  He  later  took  a  position 
in  Greensburg,  Pennsylvania,  with  the  Standard  Regis¬ 
ter  Company  as  a  salesman;  the  same  company  his 
great-great  uncle,  Howard  Grant  Brentlinger,  worked 
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with  for  years.  Myron  and  his  family  moved  to  Cali¬ 
fornia,  where  he  began  similar  work.  He  served  in  the 
U.S.  Army  Air  Corps  in  World  War  II  for  eighteen 
months. 

Phyllis  Christine  Weeks  was  born  a  little  over  a  year 
before  her  mother  died.  After  her  mother's  death,  she 
lived  with  her  grandparents  on  the  farm,  and  in  Beaver- 
town.  She  attended  Fairmont  High  School,  Van  Buren 
Township,  Montgomery  County.  Phyllis  was  married 
to  Ned  MaHanna  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  1939.  Three  chil¬ 
dren  were  born:  Patrick  King,  June  6,  1940*  Michael 
Lee,  January  1,  1942  and  Melinda  Jane.  November  10, 
1944.  Melinda  Jane  died  five  days  later.  Ned  served  a 
period  in  the  army  at  the  beginning  of  World  War  II. 
Phyllis  and  her  family  lived  near  Nestor  Falls,  Ontario, 
Canada,  where  they  operated  “Split  Rock  Lodge”,  a 
summer  fishing  resort.  This  is  where  a  fifteen-inch  fish 
is  thrown  back  into  the  water  as  too  small  to  keep. 
Dayton  again  became  their  home. 

Walter  Ray  Sunderland  received  his  elementary  edu¬ 
cation  at  Anderson  school  in  Butler  Township.  Besides 
taking  the  regular  eighth-grade  tests,  he  took  and 
passed  the  county  “Boxwell”  examination.  As  he  was 
the  only  one  in  Butler  Township  that  year  to  receive 
this  honor,  he  was  sent  to  neighboring  Randolph  Town¬ 
ship  to  deliver  his  essay  and  receive  his  special  diploma. 
Getting  to  this  special  commencement  was  impossible, 
as  a  cloudburst  washed  out  roads  and  bridges  that  eve¬ 
ning.  He  attended  Butler  Township  High  School  for 
one  year,  and  graduated  from  Sugarcreek  Township 
High  School  in  Greene  County  in  1910.  He  secured  his 
college  training  at  Otterbein  College  and  Ohio  State 
University,  receiving  the  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in 
Agriculture  in  1914. 

The  following  fall,  Ray  began  teaching  for  a  two-year 
period  as  principal  of  Van  Buren  Township  High  School. 
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For  the  next  five  years,  he  engaged  in  farming  in  part¬ 
nership  with  his  father.  They  were  then  farming  an 
adjoining  acreage  in  addition  to  the  home  place.  In 
1921  Ray  was  employed  as  science  and  mathematics 
teacher  and  principal  of  Venice  High  School  in  Butler 
County,  where  he  taught  for  two  years.  Following  this' 
he  accepted  a  position  as  teacher  in  vocational  agricul¬ 
ture  in  Kingston  High  School  in  Ross  County. 

On  July  28,  1923,  he  married  Helen  Irene  Brown,  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  F.  Brown.  Helen  had  been 
a  teacher  in  schools  of  Greene  and  Montgomery  County. 
Although  being  affiliated  with  United  Presbyterian  and 
Reformed  Churches  respectively  up  to  this  time,  they 
changed  their  membership  to  the  Kingston  Methodist 
Church  shortly  after  their  marriage.  Ray  taught  sev¬ 
eral  years  at  Kingston,  later  transferring  to  the  larger 
Centralia  Rural  High  School  located  a  short  distance 
from  Kingston. 

Janice  Ruth  Sunderland  was  born  on  March  3,  1929. 
She  attended  the  Kingston  Elementary  and  High 
Schools ;  and  became  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church 
while  young.  While  in  school,  Janice  engaged  in  many 
extra-curricular  activities.  She  was  a  4-H  Club  mem¬ 
ber  for  five  years,  several  years  as  counsellor  and  one 
year  as  delegate  to  State  Counsellor’s  Camp.  Graduat¬ 
ing  in  1947  as  valedictorian  of  the  senior  class,  she  at 
once  made  application  to  enroll  in  Miami  University. 
Her  study  at  the  University  was  in  the  field  of  Educa¬ 
tion. 

Ray  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge 
since  1924,  and  has  served  as  master  of  his  lodge  two 
years.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Central  Ohio  Teach¬ 
ers’  Association  and  the  Ohio  Vocational  Association 
and  has  been  given  the  emerald  pin  award  for  being  a 
4-H  Club  Adviser  for  twenty-five  years.  In  the  voca¬ 
tional  department  where  he  works,  the  Future  Farmers 
Association  Chapter  has  maintained  an  enrollment 
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above  the  average  in  the  state,  and  has  pioneered  in  this 
kind  of  work  in  the  local  county. 

Ray  and  Helen  live  in  their  home  at  Kingston,  Ohio. 
Janice  was  married  in  May,  1951,  to  Donald  Trueman 
and  started  housekeeping  in  Oxford,  Ohio.  They  have 
a  daughter  named  Donna  Lee. 

Russell  Lowell  Sunderland  began  his  elementary  edu¬ 
cation  at  the  Anderson  School  in  Butler  Township, 
Montgomery  County.  In  1914,  he  graduated  from 
Sugarcreek  Township  High  School  located  at  Bellbrook, 
Ohio.  He  then  completed  a  course  in  accounting  at  the 
Miami  Commercial  College  in  Dayton.  In  1920  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Agriculture 
from  Ohio  State  University.  He  was  an  active  member 
of  Phi  Kappa  Tau,  academic  fraternity.  Part  of  the 
year  preceding  his  graduation  from  O.S.U.  was  spent 
in  the  service,  in  the  Army  Tank  Corps  of  World  War  I. 
His  army  discharge  papers  carry  the  signature  of  the 
now  famous  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower,  who  then  had  the 
title  of  Lt.  Col.,  Tank  Corps,  U.S.A. 

Agricultural  extension  work  in  Kentucky  and  Smith- 
Hughes  vocational  teaching  near  Urbana,  Ohio,  occu¬ 
pied  his  next  several  years.  At  Urbana  Township  High 
School  near  Urbana,  he  met  Miss  Ethelwyn  Madden  to 
whom  he  was  married  in  June  1925.  A  year  was  spent 
in  Miami,  Florida,  where  Russell  was  employed  in  a 
bank.  As  Ethelwyn  was  a  graduate  of  Ohio  University 
in  the  College  of  Education  and  Arts,  she  was  able  to 
obtain  a  high  school  teaching  position  in  Miami  Beach, 
Florida. 

Returning  to  Dayton  in  the  Spring  of  1926,  Russell 
obtained  an  accounting  position  with  the  Delco-Light 
Company.  Russell  has  continued  with  General  Motors 
in  the  Frigidaire  Division  to  the  present  time.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Quarter  Century  Club  at  Frigidaire. 

A  son,  Russell  Eugene,  was  born  December  24,  1926. 
He  died  in  the  Spring  of  1934,  at  the  age  of  seven  and 
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one-half  years  from  a  streptococcus  infection.  His 
friendly  disposition  and  alertness  to  what  was  going  on, 
made  his  loss  keenly  felt  by  his  family.  He  was  in  the 
second  grade  at  Cleveland  School  in  Dayton  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  attended  Sunday  School  regularly  at 
the  Corinth  Boulevard  Reformed  Church  where  his 
mother  was  an  active  member. 

On  Armistice  Day,  November  11,  1935,  Betty  Jane 
came  to  live  with  Russell  and  Ethelwyn.  She  was  born 
February  22,  1930.  Betty  went  to  grade  school  at  Cleve¬ 
land  School  in  Dayton,  and  Dorothy  Lane  in  Van  Buren 
Township,  and  graduated  from  Fairmont  High  School 
in  1948.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Girl  Reserves,  the 
National  Forensic  League  (speech),  and  the  Torch  and 
Keystone  Chapter  of  National  Honor  Society.  She  won 
a  bronze  medal  in  the  Prince  of  Peace  Contest.  She  had 
the  honor  of  being  selected  to  give  the  invocation  at  the 
graduation  of  her  class  of  133  classmates. 

Betty  became  a  member  of  Oakwood  E.U.B.  Church. 
She  took  part  in  Otterbein  Guild,  serving  as  president 
and  held  other  offices.  She  attended  Bowling  Green 
State  University  in  the  years  1918  and  1949,  taking  a 
course  in  business.  She  later  was  employed  by  the  Ohio 
Bell  Telephone  Company  as  a  trainee  for  service  rep¬ 
resentative.  Betty  was  married  September  22,  1951  to 
Donald  Gerhard.  They  started  housekeeping  in  the 
duplexed  house  on  Don’s  folks’  farm  near  Waynesville, 
Ohio.  Don  and  Betty  operate  the  home  place  and  a 
neighboring  farm. 

Russell  has  been  active  in  the  Civic  Association  of 
his  home  community.  This  association  promotes  the 
improvement  of  streets,  sanitation,  play-ground  facili¬ 
ties  and  other  community  improvement  activities.  Eth¬ 
elwyn  and  Russell  are  members  of  the  Sugarcreek 
United  Presbyterian  Church.  They  live  in  their  own 
home  at  1006  Broad  Boulevard,  Dayton,  Ohio. 
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In  Retrospect  —  When  Korah  and  Callie  began  mar¬ 
ried  life  in  1891,  conditions  were  simpler  in  some  re¬ 
spects  and  more  complicated  in  others  than  in  the 
1950’s.  They  started  out  with  not  much  more  than  fifty 
dollars  and  a  milk  cow.  They  purchased  pre-used  fur¬ 
niture  and  used  farm  equipment,  rented  a  farm  on  the 
shares  and  began  a  busy  life  which  culminated  in  a 
Golden  Wedding  Anniversary  celebration  plus  five  more 
years. 

The  National  Road  frcm  Vandalia  to  the  Peters  Pike 
was  a  wide,  gravel-covered  highway.  The  Peters  Pike 
was  almost  without  a  grade,  running  through  very  level 
land.  The  pike  needed  to  be  either  dry  or  frozen  to 
make  transportation  possible.  Much  of  the  gravel  on 
the  road  was  hauled  by  the  local  farmers,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  working  out  their  road  taxes.  These  roads  were 
the  ones  most  often  used  by  the  family  in  going  to 
Vandalia,  to  Rankin’s  general  store  and  post  office, 
Wells  and  Seabrook  blacksmith  shop  cr  to  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  from  their  home  on  the  Smith  farm 
on  Peters  Pike.  It  was  also  over  these  roads  that  the 
first  rural  mail  delivery  was  started  in  1896. 

As  Ethel,  Ray  and  Russell  became  old  enough  to 
attend  Anderson  grade  school,  they  were  confronted 
with  the  same  road  conditions.  Sometimes  the  road 
would  be  mud  and  water  from  fence  to  fence  in  spots. 
The  only  way  to  get  over  these  places  was  to  walk  the 
fence  for  the  length  of  the  swamp.  When  the  weather 
was  too  bad  for  walking,  Korah  hitched  the  horse, 
Fanny,  to  the  spring  wagon  and  took  his  children  and 
sometimes  those  of  the  neighbors  to  and  from  school. 

Selling  the  crops  entailed  more  accepted  hardships, 
when  Korah  would  take  a  load  of  corn  or  hay  to  “Hay 
Market”  in  Dayton,  Ohio.  Sometimes  sales  were  slow 
requiring  a  late  return  home,  a  distance  of  ten  or  more 
miles  depending  on  where  the  load  was  delivered.  Once 
in  a  while,  the  sale  did  not  take  place  until  the  next  day. 
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When  these  delays  occurred,  Callie  had  their  three  chil¬ 
dren  to  care  for  as  well  as  feeding  and  milking  the  cows 
and  caring  for  other  livestock. 

Butchering,  threshing  and  hunting  time,  the  relatives 
and  neighbors  worked  and  played  together.  It  was  quite 
common  for  the  Charles  Wells  family  and  the  Korah 
Sunderland  family  to  spend  the  first  day  of  hunting 
law  together.  The  men  and  dogs  hunted  rabbits.  The 
women  and  children  visited  and  prepared  the  meals. 
On  one  of  these  hunting  days,  the  boys  lost  a  good 
friend.  Wells’  dog,  Bingo,  ran  into  a  wire  fence  when 
chasing  a  rabbit  and  broke  his  neck. 

Callie’s  brothers:  Frank,  Elmer  and  Howard  Beeson 
lived  and  worked  for  short  periods  of  time  with  the 
Sunderland  family.  Henry  Cromer,  who  lived  most  of 
his  married  life  across  the  National  Road  from  the 
Vandalia  Gun  Club,  was  a  working  companion  of  Korah 
and  Callie  for  a  number  of  years.  Mr.  Cromer,  a  hard 
working  and  thrifty  farmhand,  was  well  known  in  the 
surrounding  community  and  was  called  upon  to  help 
with  many  farm  tasks  in  that  neighborhood. 

Besides  caring  for  the  stock,  husking  corn  and  cut¬ 
ting  wood  for  the  cooking  and  heating  stoves,  some  late 
winter  days  were  spent  operating  the  maple  syrup 
camp.  Wooden  buckets,  wooden  spigots  and  iron  kettles 
were  the  equipment  used. 

The  Sunderland  children  attended  high  school,  hav¬ 
ing  the  same  transportation  problems  of  most  young 
people  of  that  time.  They  prepared  a  sack  of  hay  with 
several  ears  of  corn  each  morning  for  the  noon-day 
meal  of  the  horse  that  pulled  the  spring  wagon,  in  which 
they  rode  to  school.  Usually  several  neighbor  children 
rode  with  them,  each  family  providing  transportation 
for  a  week.  Bicycles  were  also  used  in  going  to  and  from 
school.  Russell’s  wife,  Ethelwyn,  came  in  on  some  new¬ 
er  methods  of  transportation,  riding  in  a  school  wagon 
drawn  by  two  slow-walking  horses.  When  the  roads 
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were  too  bad  for  the  wagon,  she  walked  the  two  miles 
to  Cable,  Ohio,  in  Champaign  County.  During  the  big 
snow  of  1918,  school  transportation  in  that  vicinity  was 
by  bobsled  for  several  weeks,  much  to  the  delight  of  the 
pupils.  ' 

Thus,  above  there  has  been  indicated  the  trend  of  the 
times,  through  the  gay  nineties  and  the  early  twentieth 
century.  These  memories  both  pleasant  and  sad  will 
be  passed  on  to  new  generations. 

FRANK  AND  NELLIE  BEESON  BOOHER 

Cordelia  and  John,  when  looking  for  a  name  for  their 
fourth  daughter,  found  two  names  which  blended  well. 
The  names  were  Nellie  Victoria.  The  daughter  lived 
up  to  both  of  them.  Nellie  was  a  cheerful,  light-hearted 
girl ;  her  quick  wit  and  happy  responses  made  her  popu¬ 
lar  with  young  people  and  with  elders.  Victoria,  fitted 
the  determined  attitude,  when  questions  of  right,  jus¬ 
tice,  fair  treatment  or  morals  were  faced  by  the  girl. 
She  most  emphatically  placed  herself  on  the  side  of 
rightness  as  she  understood  it.  Victoria,  Queen  of  Eng¬ 
land,  could  not  have  been  more  firm  than  her  namesake. 

Nellie  was  inquisitive.  On  one  occasion,  when  a  sister 
slipped  into  the  spring,  she  questioned,  “Did  you  see 
any  craw-fish  ?”.  When  a  pretty  young  calf  was  brought 
to  the  barn  from  the  pasture,  she  proposed,  “Let’s  caa- 
it  sugar  -  caus  it’s  so  feet”,  caa:  call,  and  feet:  sweet. 

She  attended  school  along  with  helping  a  great  deal 
in  caring  for  the  younger  children.  She  rocked  and 
sang  to  them.  How  could  older  sisters  be  so  kind,  gentle 
and  forgiving  to  the  squawling,  fretting,  peevish  little 
brothers  who  took  up  their  play  time  and  work  time? 
The  demands  of  the  small  children  often  kept  the  sisters 
from  school,  visiting  neighbors  and  from  Sunday  School 
groups  and  church  picnics. 

There  were  tasks  which  she  and  her  brother  Howard, 
often  did  together.  They  drove  the  cows  to  and  from 
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pasture,  (try  to  drive  twelve  or  sixteen  cows  and  calves 
along  a  lane  for  a  half  mile,  past  open  gates,  broken 
fences,  neighbors  lawns,  horses  in  the  road,  farm  wag¬ 
ons,  or  another  herd  of  cattle). 

She  ahd  Howard  helped  gather  wheat  after  the  men 
had  bound  it  by  hand.  They  raked  hay  with  hand  rakes. 
They  stripped  cane,  helped  push  the  hay  back  into  the 
mow,  picked  berries,  hunted  hickory  nuts  and  walnuts, 
gathered  the  eggs,  fed  the  chickens,  and  took  turns 
with  the  churn.  They  played  with  the  kittens,  watched 
the  lambs  play,  and  found  birds’  nests.  In  the  summer 
they  finished  the  day  by  washing  their  faces,  then  they 
listened  while  their  mother  read  a  verse  from  the  Bible, 
and  said  a  prayer. 

Nellie  remembers  when  the  family  moved  to  a  larger 
farm,  which  had  been  purchased  farther  east.  She,  a 
three  and  a  half-year-old  child,  and  Callie,  two  years 
older,  sat  on  the  seat  of  the  big  wagon,  and  thumped 
their  heads  against  the  doors  of  the  walnut  corner-cup- 
board,  which  had  been  placed  in  the  wagon,  back  of  the 
seat. 

Then  her  parents  moved  to  a  home  immediately  west 
of  where  they  had  lived  for  nine  years.  This  is  the  home 
where  Clifford  was  born  and  died,  where  the  children 
were  living  when  married,  and  where  father  and  mother 
spent  their  last  days  alone,  except  for  grandchildren 
who  visited  them. 

Nellie  was  a  good  student ;  her  school  work  was  accu¬ 
rate,  plain  and  neat,  and  she  used  clear,  distinct  phrases. 
She  could  have  taken  the  teachers’  examination  when 
her  classmate,  Hattie  Shumaker  did,  but  a  chance  to 
earn  some  immediate  cash  caused  her  to  forego  the  ex¬ 
amination. 

February  6,  1895,  there  was  a  wedding  at  the  Beeson 
home  —  Nellie  Victoria  to  Frank  Booher.  Frank  and 
Nellie  went  to  housekeeping  on  the  farm  where  Andrew 
Brentlinger  and  his  wife  Ruth  had  lived,  and  where  her 
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mother  Cordelia  Jane  was  born.  Frank  and  Nellie 
farmed  and  raised  cattle  to  produce  milk  and  butter. 
Frank  liked  and  took  good  care  of  horses,  and  as  a  rule 
had  very  good  teams  and  farm  equipment. 

'They  attended  church,  and  took  part  in  Sunday 
School  and  Community  activities.  They  purchased  a 
home  in  Vandalia  in  1927.  Frank  was  not  in  good 
health ;  he  suffered  a  violent  heart  attack  which  re¬ 
sulted  in  his  death  December  11,  1929.  His  burial  was 
in  Willow  View  Beardshear  Cemetery. 

When  Frank  Booher  and  Nellie  were  married,  he 
brought  with  him  his  son,  Willard  Russell  Booher,  by 
a  former  marriage,  whose  mother  was  Matilda  Resau 
Booher.  He  was  born  December  13,  1891.  Willard  was 
a  quiet  little  boy,  who  with  his  gentle  ways  seemed  to 
be  able  to  make  all  about  him  at  ease. 

Willard  was  very  considerate  of  his  younger  sisters 
and  brothers.  His  eyes  filled  with  tears  when  the  young¬ 
er  children  were  punishel.  He  completed  the  eighth 
grade  having  attended  the  Brown  School  with  the  older 
Flatter  boys.  Willard  often  visited  his  Resau  grand¬ 
parents. 

Willard,  while  living  with  his  folks  in  Wayne  Town¬ 
ship,  married  a  former  neighbor,  Pearl  Cain,  Thanks¬ 
giving  Day,  1913.  They  lived  in  Dayton  until  the  time 
of  her  death.  On  December  16,  1939,  he  married  Grace 
Graham.  For  sometime  he  owned  a  grocery  in  Tipp 
City,  but  ill-health  forced  him  to  sell  and  take  a  position 
with  shorter  hours. 

Frank’s  and  Nellie’s  first  child,  Esther  Florence,  was 
born  November  27,  1895.  Esther  attended  school,  and 
her  childhood  followed  that  of  most  country  children  of 
the  period.  The  schools  were  changing  from  the  indi¬ 
vidual  advancement  to  class  or  grade  formation.  Often 
parents  thought  the  older  boys  and  girls  school  terms 
should  extend  from  the  middle  of  October  to  the  first 
of  March,  to  provide  time  to  work  on  the  farm.  Esther 
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liked  to  tease,  tell  jokes  and  have  a  good  time,  even  at 
school. 

February  11,  1914,  she  was  married  to  August  Tron. 
They  lived  quite  a  number  of  years  on  a  farm  owned 
by  their  Uncle  Henry  Booher.  Uncle  Henry  was  a 
shrewd  man  and  liked  young  folks  who  worked  hard 
and  saved.  They  acquired  and  used  many  of  the  witty, 
kindly  remarks  which  he  made.  Later  they  purchased 
a  farm  near  Tipp  City.  Gus  did  not  have  much  faith  in 
banks ;  when  the  deed  was  delivered  to  Gus  and  Esther 
for  the  farm,  Gus  pulled  the  cash  from  his  pocket.  He 
counted  out  the  total  amount  and  passed  it  over  to  the 
surprised  owner  and  said,  “Count  that!”. 

They  lived  on  this  farm,  put  in  many  improvements, 
and  farmed  the  land  well.  When  Gus  died  February  13, 

1939,  Esther  was  able  to  realize  a  good  income  from  the 
property. 

Gus  and  Esther  had  born  to  them,  one  daughter, 
Dorothy  Beatrice,  December  25,  1917.  Dorothy  lived 
on  the  farm  with  her  folks.  She  attended  Tipp  City 
Schools  and  graduated  from  High  School  in  June,  1936. 

Dorothy  married  Richard  Jenkins,  February  27,  1937. 
Their  first  son,  Don  Paul,  was  born  January  21,  1938, 
and  died  March  21,  1939.  Their  experience  shows  that 
there  were  spots  of  tragedy  and  disappointment  as  well 
as  joy  and  prosperity.  Judith  Ann  was  born  July  17, 

1940.  She  attends  the  Tipp  City  Schools,  and  has  been 
active  in  the  Campfire  Girls  and  Sunday  School.  Their 
second  daughter,  Joann  Carol,  was  born  December  18, 
1946. 

Esther  has  sold  the  farm  and  she  and  the  Jenkins 
family  live  in  her  home  which  she  purchased  in  Tipp 
City. 

Frank’s  and  Nellie’s  second  child,  Lenna  Cordelia 
was  born  January  9.  1897.  She  and  Esther  enjoyed  the 
same  school  and  community  activities.  She  was  the 
organist  at  Wayne  Chapel.  When  a  child,  she  often 
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visited  her  Grandpa  and  Grandma  Beeson.  Like  her 
mother,  she  was  quick  to  answer,  talk  rapidly,  and 
played  in  the  same  fashion.  She  liked  pretty  things, 
flowers,  pretty  colors  and  delicate  knick-knacks.  Lenna 
married  Clarence  Pumphrey,  the  son  of  a  couple  which 
the  family  had  known  for  years.  Clarence  contracted 
typhoid  fever  and  died  August  12,  1916.  Helen  Mar¬ 
garet  was  born  to  Lenna,  December  26,  1916. 

Lenna  married  George  B.  French  January  12,  1921. 
She  and  George  have  built  a  home  on  Shells  Avenue, 
just  east  of  the  Old  Troy  Pike,  in  Wayne  Township. 
Here  they  operate  a  small  farm.  George  also  has  been 
employed  with  Frigidaire  Division  of  General  Motors 
Corporation  for  a  number  of  years. 

Helen  Pumphrey  attended  the  schools  of  Wayne 
Township,  and  assisted  her  mother  at  home.  She  mar¬ 
ried  Kenneth  Baumgardener.  They  were  living  in 
Grandma  Booher’s  home  in  Vandalia  when  Phyllis  Jean 
was  born,  July  9,  1937. 

Helen  was  later  married  to  Hugh  Detrick  in  1942. 
They  now  live  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Mildred  French,  born  October  11,  1921,  attended 
Wayne  Township  School  at  Sulphur  Grove.  Mildred 
married  Forrest  Bowers,  November  11,  1941.  Forrest 
spent  the  first  few  years  of  their  married  life  with  the 
U.S.  Army,  just  as  many  young  couples  of  that  time. 
Since  his  return  to  civilian  life,  Forrest  has  been  em¬ 
ployed  by  Frigidaire.  Mildred  also  worked  with  General 
Motors  Corporation  until  Marilyn  Kay,  their  first  child, 
was  born  September  20,  1951.  They  live  near  the  home 
of  her  parents. 

James  W.  French,  born  January  16,  1924,  lived  with 
his  parents  and  attended  school  with  his  sister  Mildred. 
Jim  helped  with  the  farming  at  home  and  also  farmed 
seme  neighboring  fields. 

Jim  married  Donna  Lee  Conklin  in  November,  1942. 
Judith  Lee  was  born  March  29,  1944  and  died  the  same 
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day.  James  entered  military  service,  March  24,  1945. 
He  was  sent  to  Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands.  He  did  his 
duty  for  Uncle  Sam  there  until  July  28,  1946,  when 
he  was  discharged.  Since  his  discharge  from  the  ser¬ 
vice,  he  has  worked  with  Frigidaire  Division,  and  also 
finds  time  to  do  some  farming.  Their  daughter,  Linda 
Gail,  was  born  June  11,  1946,  and  Cathy  Jo  arrived 
February  5,  1948.  Jim  and  Donna  own  the  home  where 
they  now  live,  near  Phoneton,  Ohio. 

Howard  was  the  first  son  of  Nellie  and  Frank  Booher, 
born  September  18,  1898  on  the  Mary  Polhamus  farm 
near  Taylorsville  Dam.  He  attended  Brown  School.  In 
1905  the  family  moved  to  Wayne  Township,  where  he 
completed  his  schooling.  He  worked  on  the  farm  with 
his  father  and  brother  until  he  purchased  a  threshing 
outfit  with  a  friend  and  engaged  in  that  business  for 
a  number  of  years. 

On  September  4,  1926,  he  married  Treva  Cost.  They 
went  to  housekeeping  on  a  farm  on  route  202,  north  of 
West  Charleston,  where  their  oldest  son,  William  Lee, 
was  born  on  December  25,  1927.  They  moved  from  there 
to  Wayne  Township,  where  Ned  Franklin  was  born  on 
February  10,  1932.  In  1934  they  moved  to  a  farm  west 
of  Vandalia ;  there  they  lived  for  ten  years,  and  where 
their  third  child,  Phillip  Eugene,  was  born  and  died  on 
October  2,  1934.  On  December  10,  1936,  Nancy  Lucille 
arrived. 

In  March  of  1944,  they  moved  to  the  Old  Smith  farm 
and  in  October  of  the  same  year  had  a  sale  and  moved 
north  of  Tipp  City  on  the  Cowelsville  Road,  where  they 
bought  a  small  piece  of  land.  Howard  works  at  Hobart 
Manufacturing  Company  in  Troy  and  does  light  farm¬ 
ing  on  the  side. 

William  Lee  Booher  attended  Butler  Township  School 
in  Vandalia  and  graduated  from  Tipp  City  High  School 
in  1947.  On  October  22,  1948,  he  married  Mrs.  Norma 
Gaddis,  and  adopted  her  daughter,  Sandra  Lee  Gaddis, 
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who  was  born  on  September  12,  1948.  On  September  4, 
1950,  Dennis  Lynn  was  born.  They  live  on  a  farm  south 
of  Tipp  City  and  Bill  works  at  Frigidaire,  General 
Motors  Corporation  in  Dayton.  He,  like  his  Grandfather 
Booher,  who  raised  twelve  colts  during  his  years  on  the 
farm,  likes  horses,  so  he  has  ponies  from  which  he  and 
his  family  get  a  lot  of  enjoyment. 

Ned  attended  Butler  Township  School  and  Tipp  City 
from  where  he  graduated  in  1950.  In  high  school  he 
played  football  and  basketball;  in  his  senior  year  he 
played  fullback  on  the  football  team  and  was  chosen  as 
fullback  on  the  All  Star  team  of  the  Southwestern 
Buckeye  League.  He  then  enrolled  at  Ohio  Northern 
University  at  Ada,  Ohio  in  the  College  of  Liberal  Arts. 

Nancy  attended  school  at  Vandalia  and  is  now  a 
sophomore  at  Tipp  City,  where  she  takes  active  part  in 
all  school  activities,  and  plays  in  the  Tipp  City  High 
School  band. 

Frank  and  Nellie  sometimes  felt  they  could  scarcely 
keep  up  with  the  bouncing  bundle  of  joy  which  came  to 
their  home,  February  8,  1906.  Dorothy  Harriet  looked 
like  her  father’s  sister  Rose.  She  was  always  bubbling 
over  with  fun  and  mischief.  Like  her  Aunt  Callie  Sun¬ 
derland,  when  she  was  a  girl,  Dorothy  was  willing  to 
play  cute  little  tricks,  then  giggle  so  vigorously  that 
she  was  found  out.  She  attended  school  with  the  same 
energy  which  she  exerted  in  other  things.  The  first 
year  she  was  neither  tardy  nor  absent.  Her  first  school¬ 
ing  was  at  the  Wayne  District.  After  the  death  of  her 
grandfather  Booher,  the  parents  moved  to  a  large  place 
known  as  the  Old  Sammy  Sullivan  farm  in  Miami  Coun¬ 
ty.  Here  Dorothy  completed  her  Junior  and  Senior  years 
of  high  school  at  Bethel. 

She  was  a  classmate  of  Ralph  E.  Dinsmore,  the  sec¬ 
ond  son  of  Earl  and  Grace  Dinsmore.  The  Dinsmores 
were  dairy  and  orchard  farmers.  Ralph  grew  up  in  the 
business  of  apples  and  cows.  His  parents  were  very 
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active  in  church,  farm  and  community  affairs.  Ralph 
has  shown  the  effect  of  such  a  home  all  of  his  life. 

Weddings  are  usually  the  outstanding  events  of  a 
woman’s  life.  Dorothy’s  wedding  was  no  exception.  She 
enjoyed  all  the  fixings  of  dress,  refreshments  and  pres¬ 
ents.  Guests  included  all  of  hers  and  Ralph’s  aunts  arid 
uncles.  Aunt  Callie  and  Uncle  Korah  Sunderland  had 
the  wedding  date  confused  and  came  a  week  too  early. 
Uncles  helped  to  dress  Ralph,  and  aunts  dressed  the 
bride.  The  young  couple  began  life  together  in  one  of 
the  houses  on  Ralph’s  father’s  farm,  where  both  of 
their  children  were  born. 

Son,  Kenneth  Richard,  was  born  November  18,  1925. 
Kenneth  attended  school,  helped  with  the  chores,  and 
did  many  odd  jobs  around  home.  He  graduated  from 
Bethel  High  School  in  May,  1944,  and  October  of  the 
same  year  entered  the  military  service.  After  five 
months  of  training,  he  was  sent  to  Europe.  Kenneth,  in 
a  tank  battalion,  rolled  his  way  up  and  down  central 
Europe.  After  seventeen  months  of  service  in  Germany 
and  other  parts  of  Europe,  he  received  his  discharge 
August  8,  1946.  After  returning  home  from  service, 
he  became  reemployed  by  Frigidaire. 

Daughter,  Phyllis  Jean,  was  born  May  31,  1929.  She 
is  a  vigorous,  healthy  girl,  who  looks  much  like  her 
mother.  She  has  been  active  in  school  and  church 
activities,  took  an  interest  in  the  home  and  can  meet 
people  with  poise  and  self-assurance.  She  graduated 
from  Bethel  High  School  in  May,  1947 ;  and  her  high 
school  training  made  it  possible  for  her  to  gain  employ¬ 
ment  with  Frigidaire  Division  of  General  Motors  Cor¬ 
poration  as  a  secretary. 

Phyllis  married  Herbert  C.  Wilmer,  May  28,  1949. 
Herbert  is  employed  by  the  Delco  Products  Division  of 
General  Motors  Corporation.  The  young  couple  are 
living  in  Brandt,  Ohio,  near  her  parents. 

Ralph  gave  up  farm  work  and  was  employed  by  Frig- 
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idaire  Division  in  1936.  They  moved  to  Brandt,  Ohio  in 
1939  and  later  bought  their  home  there.  This  family 
is  an  example  of  one  of  the  great  trends  of  America. 
A  family  whose  background  was  completely  agricul¬ 
tural  is  now  a  family  of  mechanical  industry. 

To  the  later  years  of  Frank  and  Nellie  came  the  son. 
Robert  Franklin,  born  October  11,  1912.  Robert  at¬ 
tended  school  at  Wayne  Township.  He  gained  experi¬ 
ence  from  work  at  home,  but  Robert  left  the  farm  and 
moved  with  his  parents  to  Vandalia.  Later  he  began 
work  in  the  shops. 

He  married  Viola  Artz,  August  23,  1933.  They  lived 
the  first  part  of  their  married  life  in  and  near  Dayton. 
Their  first  child,  Wilma  Marie,  was  born  December  12, 
1938,  and  died  the  same  day.  Their  second  child,  Dale 
Robert,  was  born  December  13,  1941.  Dale  has  been  a 
very  active  child  and  now  attends  Charles  L.  Loos 
School,  Dayton,  Ohio.  He  has  taken  active  part  in  Cub 
Scouts  and  Sunday  School.  Robert  and  Viola  purchased 
their  own  home  on  Lindale  Avenue,  Dayton,  and  have 
lived  there  since  that  time. 

Robert  entered  the  military  service  in  November, 
1942,  and  served  most  of  his  time  at  Pearl  Harbor.  He 
was  discharged  in  November,  1945.  Since  that  time  he 
has  regained  his  employment  at  Frigidaire  Division 
where  he  worked  before  entering  the  service. 

HOWARD  AND  BIRDIE  BEESON 

The  first  son  of  John  and  Cordelia,  John  Howard,  was 
born  in  the  house  which  now  stands  on  the  south  side 
of  Maxton  Road,  one-fourth  mile  from  the  Dixie  High¬ 
way,  Route  25.  Howard  came  into  the  family  on  August 
19,  1874.  As  mother  remarked,  “The  children  formed 
stairsteps,  each  one  a  bit  taller  than  the  other”.  The 
sisters  soon  learned  that  a  boy  is  something  very  im¬ 
portant. 

Howard  went  to  school  at  the  two-room  building  at 
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NELLIE,  CORA,  MAGGIE,  CALLIE,  EMMA 
HOWARD,  MOTHER,  FATHER,  FRANK,  ELMER 


Chambersburg.  In  September,  there  were  seldom  more 
than  twenty-five  to  thirty-five  pupils.  During  the  win¬ 
ter,  there  were  often  as  many  as  seventy-five.  When 
April  came,  the  attendance  dropped  to  the  first  number 
again.  There  were  many  studious  children  and  there 
were  some  who  were  very  indifferent.  But  most  of  the 
instructors  made  an  effort  to  teach  as  best  they  knew 
how. 

Always  there  were  brothers  or  sisters  in  school  when 
Howard  attended.  He  played  with  the  neighbor  children 
on  Sunday  afternoon,  skated  on  O’Neil’s  pond,  or  on  the 
crust  of  snow  in  the  front  yard.  With  older  sisters,  he 
gathered  berries  in  summer,  worked  in  the  garden, 
looked  after  the  cows,  and  helped  in  the  hay  and  wheat. 
Occasionally  he  hunted  with  the  old  shot-gun  —  he  sel¬ 
dom  fished.  There  were  swimming  holes  along  the  creek 
where  he  and  his  younger  brothers  paddled  until  they 
could  stay  up  for  half  a  minute.  On  a  few  occasions  they 
went  to  the  river  to  swim.  He  had  accidents  like  most 
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boys.  On  one  occasion  he  cut  off  a  toe  when  attempting 
to  chop  up  ears  of  corn  with  an  ax. 

Many  of  the  home  practices  of  the  time  of  the  older 
Beeson  children  were  customs  handed  down  from  for¬ 
mer  years.  During  the  youth  of  Howard  and  his  youn- 
er  brothers,  these  customs  changed  completely.  It  was 
not  unusual  for  boys  to  work  for  some  farmer  by  the 
month  for  from  eight  to  ten  months  of  the  year.  How¬ 
ard  worked  for  Charles  Johnson,  a  neighbor,  for  five 
summers.  He  declares  he  learned  most  of  his  farming 
from  him.  Charles  worked  rapidly  and  efficiently.  He 
was  always  planning  better  methods  of  cultivation,  of 
stock  breeding,  and  stock  feeding.  He  read  the  farm 
papers,  and  copied  plans  for  buildings.  It  was  natural 
for  Howard  to  follow  these  leads. 

First,  Howard,  following  the  desire  of  his  mother, 
worked  long  and  hard  at  the  process  of  getting  an  edu¬ 
cation  that  he  might  teach  school.  He  attended  the 
National  Normal  School  at  Lebanon,  Ohio.  Then  he 
taught  school  in  Butler  Township,  Montgomery  County. 
After  more  training  at  Earlham  College,  Richmond, 
Indiana,  he  returned  to  Butler  township  and  taught  in 
the  new  high  school. 

He  married  Birdie  Bell  Brenner  of  Vandalia  on  March 
4,  1900.  Birdie  and  Howard  attended  school  together 
at  Earlham  College.  Howard  taught  high  school  a 
number  of  years  at  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio.  While  there, 
he  and  Birdie  built  a  home  for  themselves.  They  were 
always  busy  in  a  church  of  the  community  in  which 
they  lived. 

Howard  wanted  to  secure  a  degree  from  a  college. 
He  therefore  attended  summer  sessions  at  Miami  Uni¬ 
versity,  Oxford,  Ohio,  and  at  Defiance  College,  Defiance, 
Ohio.  He  was  graduated  from  the  latter  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  His  next  teaching  job  was  at  Hoi- 
gate,  Ohio,  as  superintendent  of  the  village  public 
schools.  The  educational  operation  of  supervising  and 
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of  teaching  is  complicated,  and  often  fatiguing  to  a 
school  man.  Howard  supervised  the  schools  success¬ 
fully  for  three  years,  but  still  had  a  longing  for  the 
farm.  He  resigned  his  position  at  Holgate  and  pur¬ 
chased  a  grocery  store  in  Dayton,  Ohio.  This  was  not 
the  farm. 

He  learned  of  a  farm  at  the  junction  of  Dixie  High¬ 
way  and  Route  71.  This  is  a  level,  fertile  piece  of  land 
west  of  the  Dixie.  Howard  and  Birdie  purchased  the 
farm  and  began  the  task  of  constructing  a  new  barn 
(after  a  fire),  of  building  fences,  of  buying  livestock 
and  machinery,  of  planting  trees,  and  of  laying  tile. 
Hard  work,  long  hours,  and  careful  buying  and  selling 
were  rewarded.  When  the  farm  was  finally  cleared  of 
debt  and  cash  could  go  into  the  savings  bank  or  to  pur¬ 
chase  some  article  which  they  had  long  desired  but 
could  not  afford,  Howard  and  Birdie  felt  they  had 
arrived  at  the  place  for  which  they  had  planned. 

Howard  and  Birdie  were  always  active  in  church  ac¬ 
tivity.  With  work  on  their  land  came  activity  in  Grange 
and  Farm  Bureau.  From  the  Ohio  Extension  Depart¬ 
ment  came  more  knowledge  of  breeding,  feeding,  tilling 
of  soil  and  sales  management.  Here  they  raised  and 
fed  hogs,  chickens,  and  milked  cows.  There  was  need 
for  a  milking  machine,  a  chaffing  machine,  feed  mixer 
and  a  system  for  cooling  and  bottling  of  milk. 

They  learned  to  know  many  people  in  the  county  and 
state  because  of  Farm  Bureau  and  Grange  activities. 
For  ten  years,  Howard  was  chairman  of  Production 
Credit  Association  Board  of  Miami  County.  This  posi¬ 
tion  brought  him  in  contact  with  the  most  progressive 
farmers,  bankers,  merchants,  county  officials  and  busi¬ 
ness  men  from  other  parts  of  the  state.  There  was  a 
meeting  each  year  of  the  members  of  the  boards  which 
made  up  the  association.  There,  men  and  their  wives 
met  and  discussed  the  development  of  livestock,  selec¬ 
tion  and  growth  of  grain,  and  types  of  farm  equipment 
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which  would  do  the  most  work  for  least  cost.  They 
listened  to  reports  from  the  State  Agriculture  College 
experts ;  they  visited  farms  where  experiments  had 
been  put  into  operation. 

During  the  Second  World  War,  they  sold  the  farm 
and  purchased  some  properties  in  Tipp  City.  There  was 
great  need  for  help  in  manufacturing.  Howard  found 
employment  at  the  WACO  plant  at  Troy,  Ohio.  Near 
the  close  of  the  war  he  was  able  to  begin  work  on  houses 
which  he  wished  to  build  and  sell.  This  he  was  able  to 
complete,  selling  two  of  the  houses  and  retaining  others. 
These  houses  have  been  a  source  of  income  for  later 
days. 

Howard’s  tense  striving  in  schoolwork  and  labor  on 
the  farm  took  toll  of  his  health.  There  was  a  numbness 
of  one  side  from  which  he  partially  recovered,  but  Feb¬ 
ruary  13,  1949,  he  gave  up  the  good  fight  and  was  taken 
to  rest.  He  was  buried  beside  the  little  daughter,  Bea¬ 
trice  Iro,  whom  he  had  missed  so  much,  in  Poplar  Hill 
Cemetery. 

While  Howard  and  Birdie  were  at  Pleasant  Hill  school, 
the  first  child,  a  daughter,  was  born,  August  18,  1907. 
Beatrice  Iro  brought  much  pleasure  to  the  young  couple. 
She  was  active,  keen,  and  friendly,  and  the  parents 
felt  that  the  cup  of  family  happiness  had  been  handed 
to  them.  At  the  age  of  three  years  and  nine  months, 
that  joy  was  removed.  Beatrice  Iro  was  taken  home. 

On  January  27,  1917,  another  daughter  came  to  How¬ 
ard  and  Birdie,  Lillie  Madaline.  That  was  a  long,  cold 
winter;  the  parents  watched  the  little  girl  to  protect 
her  from  the  cold.  But  the  little  girl  grew  and  developed 
without  any  mishap.  She  was  a  happy  child  —  helped 
her  mother  and  sang  because  she  loved  music. 

Lillie  Madaline  attended  the  Tipp  City  School  and 
graduated  from  high  school  in  1935.  During  the  first 
year  she  stayed  in  town  with  friends  for  a  week  because 
of  ice  on  the  highway.  Her  father  had  walked  more 
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than  a  mile  to  school  when  roads  were  muddy.  His 
children  walked  a  mile  over  good  roads,  but  roads 
crowded  with  traffic.  When  Lillie  was  in  the  fifth  grade, 
her  brother,  Warren  Lee,  and  a  number  of  neighbor 
children  skated  to  and  from  school.  They  enjoyed  that 
skating,  for  it  was  a  pleasant  time  of  the  day  and  of 
their  life.  She  enjoyed  music,  being  in  the  High  School 
Band  and  the  Miami  County  Band.  Parents  sometimes 
do  not  realize  how  important  these  activities  are  to 
their  children.  The  Church  Choir  gave  another  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  expression  of  her  musical  ability.  The 
Tipp  City  Lutheran  Church,  with  good  instruments  and 
also  with  a  good  choir  helped  mold  character  as  well 
as  develop  the  musical  ability  of  children. 

After  high  school,  Lillie  Madaline  attended  church, 
young  peoples’  meetings,  and  Grange.  She  helped  about 
the  home.  An  industrious  young  man  became  very 
interested  in  the  slender,  black-haired,  dark-eyed,  young 
girl.  They  were  married  on  February  18,  1936.  Law¬ 
rence  Earhart  is  the  son  of  Gilbert  and  Lena  Earhart. 
He  has  two  brothers  and  a  sister  older  than  he,  and  a 
brother  who  died  in  infancy.  The  father  owns  a  farm 
on  which  he  lives  and  another  farm  of  a  hundred  acres 
on  which  Lawrence  and  Lillie  Madaline  live.  Lawrence 
had  helped  his  father  farm  the  land  until  1941,  when 
there  was  need  for  more  production  in  industry.  He 
became  employed  at  a  Frigidaire  plant  where  they  were 
making  treads  for  tanks  which  were  used  in  World  War 
II.  His  father  was  not  so  well.  Lawrence  kept  the  land 
producing  and  helped  to  keep  tanks  rolling.  In  1946  his 
father  was  unable  to  help  because  of  a  heart  condition. 
Lawrence  and  Lillie  Madaline  did  as  many  young 
couples  have  done.  She  often  drove  the  tractor  while 
Lawrence  did  other  work  that  a  tractor  could  not  do. 
They  milked,  cultivated  and  harvested  crops,  went  to 
church  and  Sunday  School ;  taking  their  children,  and 
sang  and  taught  classes.  They  took  their  own  and  other 
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children  to  picnics.  They  were  always  busy,  but  willing 
to  help  others  with  crop  harvest,  with  a  fence,  with  a 
few  hours  of  tractor  work,  or  with  the  children’s  Four- 
H  Club  work. 

Their  children  have  attended  school,  Sunday  School, 

worked  on  the  farm,  and  developed  their  own  Four- II 

projects.  They  have  taken  steers  and  heifers  to  the 

Miami  Countv  fairs.  The  West  Milton-Union  School  is 
%/ 

the  location  of  their  school  training. 

This  family  is  one  of  the  examples  of  this  era.  We 
have  written  of  families  in  industrial  centers,  in  vil¬ 
lages,  in  cities,  and  of  families  that  move  from  place 
to  place  at  the  direction  of  a  military  commander  or  a 
manufacturing  company.  The  people  who  make  up  the 
family  are  the  father,  mother,  and  children,  but  they 
must  live  under  varied  conditions. 

Lawrence  and  Lillie  Madaline  have  four  children. 
They  are:  Lois  Jean,  born  September  24,  1936,  Law¬ 
rence  Ellsworth,  born  August  8,  1937 ;  Janet  Louise, 
born  January  21,  1939,  and  Lorraine  Eloise,  born  May 
23,  1940. 

The  Nashville  Christian  Church  has  benefited  bv 

%/ 

having  this  family  as  part  of  the  congregation.  Law¬ 
rence  has  missed  but  one  Sunday  since  April,  1932.  If 
dad  goes,  it  is  not  difficult  to  get  children  to  attend.  A 
good  example  helps  to  “train  a  child  in  the  way  he 
should  go”. 

Warren  Lee  Beeson,  son  of  John  Howard  and  Birdie 
Bell  Brenner  Beeson,  was  born  on  May  5,  1921.  He  was 
not  as  large  for  his  age  as  some  of  his  cousins.  He  made 
up  for  his  slow  beginning  by  growing  over  a  longer 
period  of  time  than  many  of  them.  Warren  was  tough 
of  muscle  and  quick  of  movement.  He  soon  learned 
about  cattle,  horses,  hogs,  and  chickens.  At  school  he 
learned  lessons  quickly  and  had  time  for  other  activi¬ 
ties.  His  science  studies  were  of  much  interest,  for 
science  led  to  more  intensive  study  of  livestock.  The 
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critical  mind  picked  out  good  and  poor  points  of  ani¬ 
mals.  From  high  school,  Warren  was  sent  to  Ohio  State 
University  to  take  part  in  State  Dairy  judging.  In  1937 
he  was  awarded  a  trip  to  the  Kansas  City  Livestock 
Show.  He  was  entered  in  the  judging  as  a  member  of 
a  team  for  the  National  Judging  Contest  of  Future 
Farmers  of  America.  The  team  was  awarded  tenth 
place  in  National  Dairy  Judging  and  fifth  in  Milk  Judg¬ 
ing.  All  of  this  activity  added  to  the  boy’s  ability  to 
handle  livestock. 

Warren,  as  a  teen-age  boy,  was  a  member  of  Four-H 
clubs  and  of  Future  Farmers  of  America.  He  took  many 
project  displays  to  the  fair  at  Miami  County.  Other 
young  people  attended  school,  farm  and  Grange  ac¬ 
tivities.  One  person  who  attracted  Warren  was  Doris 
June  Lesher,  the  daughter  of  Torrence  and  Luella  Rum- 
barger  Lesher.  Torrence  Lesher  was  a  son  of  William 
(Bill)  Lesher  whose  horses  and  farming  were  the  pride 
of  the  southern  part  of  Van  Buren  Township.  William 
owned  the  farm  where  the  Dayton  Municipal  Airport 
now  stands. 

On  the  evening  of  September  12,  1940,  Warren  and 
Doris  were  married  at  a  Grange  meeting  at  Tipp  City. 
For  a  time,  Warren  and  Doris  lived  with  Warren’s 
parents.  They  then  rented  a  farm  in  Bethel  Township. 
War  was  on;  Warren  Lee  worked  in  a  war  facturv  and 
also  farmed  until  1943. 

They  are  now  operating  a  farm  of  152  acres  north¬ 
west  of  Tipp  City.  Tractors  plow  faster  than  horses, 
but  they  also  cost  much  money.  Doris  and  Warren 
raise  dairy  cattle,  hogs  and  chickens.  They  attend  the 
Nashville  Christian  Church,  as  do  Lawrence  and  Lillie 
Madaline  and  the  Howard  Kelley  family.  They  keep 
up  an  interest  in  Grange  and  in  schools. 

Their  two  daughters,  Patricia  Ann,  born  June  2,  1942, 
and  Phyllis  Elaine,  born  October  1,  1943,  attend  the 
Concord  Township  Centralized  School  west  of  Troy. 
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The  children  are  good  students  and  are  interested  in 
their  school. 

You  who  read  this  history,  will  notice  how  children 
of  parents  who  were  raised  on  a  farm  are :  (because  of 
industry,  changing  living  conditions,  economics  of  mak¬ 
ing  a  living)  becoming  factory  workers,  teachers,  law¬ 
yers,  bankers,  merchants,  builders,  and  professional 
men.  We  must  add,  many  are  becoming  military  men. 

FRANK  AND  EMMA  BEESON  KELLEY 

Emma  Florence  Beeson,  the  youngest  daughter  of 
John  and  Cordelia,  was  born  October  31,  1876.  Emma 
followed  the  pattern  set  by  the  older  sisters.  She  soon 
was  doing  chores,  caring  for  the  younger  brothers  and 
starting  to  school.  The  plump,  golden-haired,  pink¬ 
cheeked  girl,  played  like  a  boy.  She  could  run  faster 
than  many  of  the  boys  of  her  age.  It  was  not  unusual 
for  some  older  person  to  say,  “Stop  being  such  a  tom 
boy”.  Emma  was  neat  in  her  school  work  and  could  get 
lessons  quickly.  Many  tasks  detracted  from  good  at¬ 
tendance.  If  more  children  of  that  generation  had  the 
opportunity  to  attend  regularly  as  children  of  this  gene¬ 
ration,  would  they  have  taken  advantage  of  that  oppor¬ 
tunity  ? 

The  home  duties  of  Emma’s  time  demanded  a  knowl¬ 
edge  of  house  care,  sewing,  butter-making,  chicken¬ 
raising  and  gardening.  Emma  had  been  trained  in  all 
of  these.  She  could  milk  the  cows  or  ride  a  horse  to 
pasture  and  bring  up  the  cattle.  She  and  her  sister 
Callie  were  similar  in  appearance  and  temperament. 
They  were  happy,  cheerful  and  thoughtful  of  others. 

As  a  growing  girl,  Emma  would  frequently  get  up  at 
the  regular  time  on  Sunday  morning,  call  a  younger 
brother,  milk  the  cows  and  have  the  brother  take  them 
to  pasture,  then  wash  the  milk  containers;  so  their 
parents  could  rest  a  couple  of  hours  longer. 
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Emma  attended  Sunday  School  and  church,  went  to 
religious  meetings  at  Ludlow  Falls,  and  to  conventions 
in  the  township.  After  the  marriages  of  her  sisters, 
she  was  the  only  girl  at  home  with  her  three  brothers. 
Howard  was  teaching,  Frank  and  Elmer  were  in  school 
or  working  about  the  farm. 

Emma  was  married  to  Frank  E.  Kelley,  March  2, 
1898.  Frank  was  a  young  farmer  who  grew  up  in  what 
John  Beeson  called,  the  “Beardshear  Settlement”.  It 
was  in  the  Miami  River  Valley  north  of  Dayton,  Ohio; 
level,  fertile  land  which  produced  splendid  crops  of 
wheat,  clover  and  corn.  Frank’s  father,  George  Kelley, 
and  mother,  Jennie  Stutz  Kelley,  were  residents  of 
Harrison  Township.  They  were  good  farmers  and  good 
neighbors.  Frank  and  Emma  were  a  popular  young 
couple  in  the  Beardshear  community,  and  continued 
their  friendship  with  many  of  the  same  group  years 
after  their  marriage. 

They  went  to  housekeeping  on  the  second  floor  of 
Ellsworth  Brentlinger’s  home  on  the  Dixie  Highway. 
Some  time  later  they  moved  to  a  place  on  the  Needmore 
Road  when  their  only  child,  Howard  was  born.  Frank 
and  Emma  found  more  fertile  land  to  cultivate  on  the 
Kennedy  place  located  on  the  Wagnerford  Road.  They 
remained  there  eight  years,  farming  both  upland  and 
fertile  Miami  River  bottom  land.  While  living  there, 
the  voters  of  the  township  elected  Frank  to  road  super¬ 
visor  of  the  New  Troy  Pike.  On  this  job  he  became 
acquainted  with  county  commissioners,  contractors  and 
builders.  This  experience  influenced  his  life  consider¬ 
ably. 

Howard  recalls  how  he  disliked  making  hay  in  the 
bottoms  because  they  uncovered  so  many  snakes  when 
they  would  pick  up  the  stacks  to  load  the  wagon.  They 
had  as  a  neighbor  on  the  Wagnerford  Road.  Harry  Hale, 
a  mail  carrier  for  many  years  on  Dayton  rural  route 
twelve.  Mr.  Hale  was  well  known  by  many  people  in 
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Montgomery  and  Greene  Counties,  because  of  his  work 
and  his  friendly  and  cooperative  service.  When  Callie 
Sunderland  or  Emma  Kelley  wanted  faster  than  regular 
mail  service,  he  would  accommodate  them  by  personal 
delivery  of  their  messages  to  each  other. 

Frank  and  Emma  decided  to  change  their  type  of 
operation  to  a  combination  of  farming  and  contracting. 
They  moved  to  a  farm  in  East  Dayton  which  they 
operated,  along  with  a  gravel  pit  leased  from  a  neigh¬ 
bor.  Six  head  of  horses  provided  power  for  hauling 
gravel  and  cultivating  the  farm.  Milk  produced  from 
eight  to  ten  head  of  cattle  provided  additional  income. 
Emma  attempted  to  keep  house,  take  care  of  the  dairy 
and  handle  the  orders  for  gravel.  Their  son,  Howard, 
helped  on  the  farm.  It  was  during  the  four-year  period 
they  lived  there,  that  Emma  contracted  a  very  serious 
case  of  pneumonia,  requiring  quite  a  period  of  time  and 
nursing  to  overcome. 

Frank  and  Emma  left  the  farm,  he  doing  contracting 
and  building.  In  1918  they  purchased  a  farm  in  Miami 
County  on  the  Iddings  Road  about  one  and  one-half 
miles  from  West  Milton.  He  started  road  building 
again  —  Howard  and  his  mother  taking  care  of  the 
farm.  The  process  of  road  construction  changed  during 
this  era.  Previously  Frank  had  built  macadam  roads 
using  horses  and  scrapers.  The  progressive  contractor 
started  using  tractors,  bulldozers  and  graders.  Concrete 
and  bricks  were  replacing  macadam.  Machinery  was 
high  priced,  a  depression  was  hitting  business,  and 
road  building  practically  stopped.  Frank  and  Emma 
worked  hard  but  could  not  overcome  conditions  beyond 
their  control. 

Thev  moved  to  West  Milton  into  a  house  thev  had 
%/  %/ 

built.  Frank  started  in  business  again  in  Troy  con¬ 
structing  a  house  and  commercial  building,  using  a 
patented  made  block  called  “Duntile”.  These  blocks 
were  made  in  Frank’s  factory  by  molding  sand  and 
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cement,  drying  and  spraying  the  desired  color.  They 
were  then  baked  to  glaze  the  surface.  This  adventure 
did  not  prove  out  too  well  as  general  business  conditions 
were  not  yet  good. 

In  later  life,  Frank  and  Emma  lived  with  Howard 
and  his  family  for  a  while.  Then  Frank  worked  as  a 
railroad  clerk  during  the  war,  and  afterwards  at  the 
Post  Office  at  the  Union  Station.  He  is  now  retired.  He 
still  has  a  quick  smile  and  hearty  greeting.  Emma 
must  use  an  aid  to  walk.  She  thinks  she  should  be  able 
to  work  as  she  did  when  she  was  young.  Frank  and 
Emma  could  have  celebrated  their  Golden  Wedding  An¬ 
niversary  March  2,  1948.  Their  fifty-fourth  year  of 
married  life  will  be  reached  March  2,  1952. 

Howard  Emerson  Kelley  was  born  December  8,  1898. 
He  attended  the  Beardshear  grade  school  known  as 
District  Number  Eleven  B,  Harrison  Township.  His 
teachers  there  were:  Russell  Stoner,  a  brother-in-law 
of  Elmer  Beeson,  Cory  Brusman,  a  man  who  of  late 
years  has  been  prominent  in  community,  business  and 
political  affairs  of  Vandalia,  and  Miss  Nora  Stoker.  He 
attended  Washington  grade  school  and  Stivers  High 
School,  after  the  family  moved  to  East  Dayton. 

While  living  with  his  parents  on  the  farm  in  Miami 
County,  he  became  acquainted  with  Miss  Lizzie  Fouts, 
the  daughter  of  a  neighbor.  The  Fouts  were  descend¬ 
ants  from  a  group  of  Friends  that  had  migrated  from 
Randolph  County,  North  Carolina  about  1803.  They 
were  related  to  the  Way  mires,  many  of  whom  settled 
in  this  region. 

Howard’s  and  Lizzie's  wedding  ceremony  was  per¬ 
formed  December  8,  1925  in  the  Fouts  home.  They 
went  to  housekeeping  at  the  same  place  the  Fouts’ 
ancestors  had  settled.  The  farm  is  one  and  one-half 
miles  east  of  West  Milton.  They  became  members  of 
the  Nashville  Congregational  Christian  Church  located 
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on  the  West  Milton  and  Tipp  City  road.  Howard  served 
five  years  as  trustee  of  their  church.  He  was  trustee 
chairman,  when  the  church  erected  a  new  $17,000  par¬ 
sonage.  His  term  as  trustee  expired,  but  he  has  been 
selected  as  deacon.  Howard  and  Lizzie,  with  their 
daughter,  Levaune,  have  been  active  in  farm  organiza¬ 
tions  and  other  community  activities.  Lizzie  belongs 
to  several  clubs.  One  club  should  be  called  “stuffers” 
as  she  and  a  number  of  neighboring  women  get  together 
on  their  birthday  anniversaries  for  a  pot-luck  dinner. 
She  also  is  active  in  the  Ladies’  Aid  at  the  church. 

On  April  22,  1927,  a  blond,  blue-eyed  baby  girl  ar¬ 
rived  to  grace  the  home  of  Howard  and  Lizzie.  They 
named  her  Levaune  Eileen  because  Lizzie  liked  unusual 
names,  and  had  previously  heard  the  name  “Levaune”. 

When  Levaune  was  a  wee  small  girl,  she  was  very 
fond  of  a  little  gosling.  She  hugged  it  too  much,  it  died. 
When  Levaune’s  mother  returned,  she  told  her,  “Goosie 
gone”,  and  after  being  questioned  a  while  she  said, 
“Goosie  in  it,  goosie  in  it”.  Levaune  pointed  toward  the 
cold  stove.  Mother  opened  the  stove  door  and  there  was 
“goosie”.  Too  much  love  does  not  kill.  It  is  the  way  it 
is  applied. 

Levaune  has  always  attended  the  Nashville  Congre¬ 
gational  Christian  Church  with  her  parents  and  has 
been  quite  active  in  Sunday  School  work;  as  she  has 
been  superintendent  of  the  Primary  Division  and  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  organized  “Second  Mile  Class”.  She  rep¬ 
resents  the  fifth  generation  of  the  Fouts  family  in 
attendance  at  the  Nashville  church ;  since  her  great- 
great-grandparents,  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Fouts,  were 
charter  members. 

She  graduated  from  West  Milton  high  school  in  1945. 
where  she  was  particularly  interested  in  home  econom¬ 
ics  and  business  arithmetic.  Both  of  these  subjects 
have  been  practical  to  her,  either  at  home  or  in  her 
chosen  work. 
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After  completing  school,  Levaune  worked  for  one 
summer  at  Leakas,  in  Dayton,  where  she  learned  much 
about  furs,  for  she  really  knows  a  rabbit  from  a  musk¬ 
rat.  She  is  now  employed  at  the  National  Cash  Register 
Company,  Dayton,  Ohio,  where  she  does  office  work  in 
the  Order  Department.  Levaune  is  very  happy  with  this 
position,  and  the  business  arithmetic  comes  in  handy. 

The  energetic  Levaune  pursues  several  interesting 
hobbies,  in  her  spare  time,  including  square-dancing  at 
the  Grange  Hall  and  watching  tlie  famous  West  Milton 
“Bull-dogs”  play  basket-ball.  However,  the  hobby  she 
follows  most  is  that  of  tracing  ancestry  and  land  titles, 
particularly  in  her  mother’s  family,  where  many  of 
these  facts  were  lost.  Lizzie  tells  us  that  Levaune  has 
influenced  her  to  spend  much  time  in  the  court  house 
basement  at  Troy,  where  they  have  read  histories  and 
studied  maps  and  charts,  thus  locating  many  interest¬ 
ing  facts  concerning  the  Fouts  family  and  their  hold¬ 
ings.  She  has  also  read  the  Waymire  and  Brentlinger 
family  histories  from  cover  to  cover  several  times.  Be¬ 
cause  of  these  interests,  she  truly  enjoyed  her  trip  with 
her  parents  to  Washington,  D.  C.  in  1949,  where  she 
could  learn  much  concerning  the  origin  of  our  country. 

In  Levaune’s  searching  and  traveling  she  discovered 
that  Rebecca  Jane  Yount,  the  first  wife  of  Thomas 
Brentlinger  of  Iowa,  was  related  to  her  own  mother, 
Lizzie  Kelley.  Rebecca  Jane  Yount’s  father  was  a 
brother  to  Lizzie’s  great  grandmother,  Elizabeth  Yount 
Fouts.  The  Younts  had  moved  to  Iowa  from  near  West 
Milton,  Miami  County,  Ohio. 

FRANK  AND  THERESA  BEESON 

Frank  Andrew  Beeson  came  October  16,  1879  to 
brighten  the  home  of  John  H.  and  Cordelia  Jane  Bee¬ 
son.  Frank  grew  up  a  robust,  happy  youngster,  sharing 
his  childhood  days  with  his  brothers  and  sisters  on  the 
farm.  He  began  his  education  at  the  age  of  six  at  the 
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Chambersburg  two-room  school.  Miss  Lillie  Turner  was 
Frank’s  teacher  and  taught  him  through  the  Fourth 
Book  of  the  old  McGuffy  Readers.  Through  his  other 
years  of  schooling  he  had  several  teachers,  the  prin¬ 
cipal  being  George  Helser.  By  this  time,  Frank  was  a 
young  man  of  seventeen  and  began  to  earn  his  own 
living  by  working  for  his  brother-in-law,  Korah  Sun¬ 
derland.  He  continued  working  for  him,  on  the  farm 
for  three  summers.  The  following  summer  Frank 
stayed  home  with  his  folks  and  helped  them. 

In  the  spring  of  1901,  Frank  decided  to  try  out  newer 
country,  and  went  to  Greeley,  Colorado.  There  he 
worked  on  a  potato  ranch  for  two  years.  Still  striving 
for  new  adventure  and  experience,  he  went  into  part¬ 
nership  with  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Ed  Monroe. 
They  both  felt  there  was  opportunity  in  the  sugar-beet 
field  and  so  left  Greeley  for  Fort  Collins,  Colorado. 
There  they  raised  sugar  beets,  potatoes  and  alfalfa  hay. 
They  also  fed  sheep  and  lambs  for  eastern  markets. 
Frank  and  Ed  were  a  good  team.  Ed  was  a  keen  trader, 
and  was  a  hard-headed  Scotchman.  He  had  herded 
sheep  for  a  short  time,  had  worked  with  a  shovel  di¬ 
recting  the  water  through  ditches  and  through  crops 
of  beets,  potatoes,  alfalfa  and  oats.  Ed  was  no  better 
judge  of  horses  than  Frank,  but  he  would  defend  his 
judgment  quicker.  It  is  difficult  to  describe  the  era 
which  these  two  men  typified. 

If  you  had  visited  them  during  the  summer  of  1904, 
you  would  have  seen  two  busy  young  fellows.  Ed  was 
tall  and  lean,  light  hair,  deep  blue  eyes,  and  was  a  bit 
dreamy.  Frank  had  almost  red  hair,  was  not  so  tall  and 
heavier.  Frank  was  busy  starting  teams  to  work:  four 
horses  to  plows,  harrows  or  drills ;  or  getting  irrigation 
ditches  laid  out.  That  summer  they  farmed  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  acres. 

They  were  asked  why  they  so  often  looked  at  the 
mountains  as  they  were  plowing,  driving  a  mowing 
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machine,  or  riding  out  after  the  horses  in  the  morning. 
Ed  answered,  “The  mountains  are  always  changing. 
See  ‘Gray’s  Peak’?  Look  now,  see  that  cloud  shadow 
on  the  north  slope?  Now  ‘Long’s  Peak’,  the  sun  is 
shining  on  that  field  of  snow.  No  matter  how  long  you 
live  here,  you  will  always  look  at  the  mountains”.  Their 
steady  progress,  friendly  greetings,  and  vision  was  the 
spirit  of  the  West.  Both  of  the  men  were  greeted  with 
respect  by  the  bankers,  the  sugar-beet  factory  men,  the 
stock  men  and  ranchers. 

After  several  years  Frank  decided  to  come  home  to 
Ohio  and  begin  dairying  on  his  father’s  farm.  Two 
years  later  he  took  over  a  bread  route  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 
It  was  then  he  met  his  future  wife,  Theresa  Kastner. 
After  knowing  each  other  several  years  they  were 
married  at  St.  Mary’s  Church  in  Dayton,  on  August  9, 
1911.  Frank  and  his  bride  continued  to  live  in  Dayton 
for  six  years,  while  he  worked  on  the  bread  route. 

Theresa  was  the  second  oldest  of  a  family  of  seven 
boys  and  two  girls.  She  was  born  and  reared  on  the 
Old  Barney  Homestead  that  her  father  farmed.  (Mr. 
Barney  was  a  partner  in  the  Barney  and  Smith  Car 
Works,  then  a  thriving  industry  in  Dayton.)  She  at¬ 
tended  school  on  Franklin  Street,  now  the  site  of  Cham- 
inade  High  School. 

Theresa  could  make  garden  grow  where  there  was 
soil  and  sunshine.  She  welcomed  the  children’s  cousins. 
They  often  talk  about  the  good  times  they  had  at  Uncle 
Frank’s  and  Aunt  Theresa’s.  They  would  go  home  with 
some  fruit  or  an  unusual  flower,  or  a  story  to  tell  about 
a  kitten,  a  calf,  a  duck,  or  a  chicken,  and  with  “Aunt 
Theresa  said  the  kitten  does  this  or  the  calf  does  that. 
We  learned  so  many  things  from  her”. 

A  neighbor  once  said,  “Frank  Beeson’s  family  gets 
so  much  fun  out  of  being  together,  and  always  makes 
visiting  children  feel  welcome”. 


p 

J  •  *  i 


92 


Beeson  Family  History 


In  1916  the  family  moved  to  the  Beeson  homestead, 
after  Frank’s  father  had  died,  to  take  up  farming  again. 
They  farmed  for  the  next  three  years  until  his  mother 
found  it  advisable  to  sell  the  land.  The  family  then 
moved  to  a  larger  farm  northwest  of  Vandalia.  known 
as  the  Smith  place.  In  1922,  Frank  and  his  family 
moved  three  miles  north  to  the  Mohr  farm.  After  living 
here  three  years,  in  1925  he  bought  the  60  acres  west 
of  Peters  Pike  known  as  the  Anderson  Farm.  Here  he 
engaged  in  raising  vegetables  and  fruits  and  selling  the 
produce  at  the  Dayton  markets.  He  also  kept  dairy  cows 
and  sold  milk  and  cream  to  the  local  dairies.  He  has 
been  content  to  prosper  among  his  old  friends  on  the 
farm  in  Butler  Township  where  he  still  lives. 

Frank  and  Theresa  are  the  proud  parents  of  eleven 
children;  all  of  whom  graduated  from  Butler  High 
School  at  Vandalia.  When  Richard,  the  eleventh  child, 
graduated  from  high  school,  the  Ohio  State  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Education  presented  them  with  an  honorary 
certificate  in  recognition  of  their  interest  in  education. 
The  Vandalia  Post  No.  668  of  the  American  Legion  pre¬ 
sented  Frank  with  a  gold  watch ;  a  bouquet  of  roses  and 
a  pin  went  to  Theresa. 

The  oldest  child,  Caroline  Mary,  was  born  on  July  27, 
1912.  Caroline  started  in  school  at  the  Anderson  Dis¬ 
trict  and  then  entered  Butler  Township  High  School  and 
graduated  from  there  in  1930.  She  then  matriculated 
at  Grace  E.  Greene  Normal  School  in  Dayton  and 
studied  to  become  a  teacher. 

Caroline  was  a  little  mother  to  the  younger  children. 
She  often  relieved  her  mother  by  taking  over  until  she 
could  catch  a  brief  rest  or  start  some  house  work,  which 
the  children  could  complete.  The  drive  and  persistence 
of  the  growing  girl  was  mentioned  many  times  by  her 
aunts.  The  training  at  the  Grace  E.  Greene  School  gave 
the  young  woman  a  satisfactory  pattern  of  living  which 
she  seldom  changed.  The  fail  of  1933,  she  started  to 
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teach  at  Butler  Township  School  in  the  third  and  fourth 
grades.  She  then  met  and  married  Ernest  Evans  in 
1936.  They  now  have  four  children:  Joe  being  the 
oldest,  then  Mary  Jo,  Tommy  and  the  baby,  Margaret 
Ann.  Caroline,  still  interested  in  her  teaching  career, 
at  present  is  teaching  at  Butler  Township  School.  Er¬ 
nest  bought  the  Smith’s  old  home  on  Peter’s  Pike  and 
operates  an  oil  route  through  the  country,  and  raises 
produce  for  local  and  Dayton  Markets. 

The  second  child  was  another  little  girl  named  Mar¬ 
garet  Theresa,  born  in  January  of  1914.  She  also  started 
her  schooling  at  the  Anderson  District  and  graduated 
from  Butler  High  School.  Margaret  helped  her  father 
a  great  deal  in  preparing  and  helping  to  market  the 
fruits  and  vegetables  grown  on  the  farm. 

Caroline  and  Margaret  were  not  alike  but  each  had 
an  important  part  in  the  development  of  the  esprit  de 
corps  of  the  family  of  Frank  and  Theresa.  Margaret 
made  friends  with  ease.  She  also  could  see  through  the 
motives  of  those  about  her.  In  her  feminine  way  there 
was  a  new  set  to  her  hair,  a  bright  bit  of  ribbon  on  her 
dress,  a  flower  for  the  table  or  desk.  The  ability  to 
make  things  pretty  came  naturally;  with  that  skill 
came  the  kindly  word,  the  small  gift  or  the  good  turn. 

After  her  graduation  she  went  to  Dayton  and  worked 
as  a  waitress  at  the  Seville  Restaurant.  She  remained 
there  two  years  and  then  went  to  Cincinnati  and  worked 
at  the  Netherland  Plaza.  While  living  in  Cincinnati  she 
met  and  married  Clea  Cummins.  She  now  has  two  girls : 
Roberta  and  Charlotte,  and  for  the  past  several  years 
has  lived  in  Dayton,  Kentucky.  Roberta  is  the  oldest 
grandchild  of  Frank  and  Theresa  Beeson. 

In  May,  1915,  Frank  and  Theresa  were  the  proud 
parents  of  their  first-born  son,  John  Francis,  named 
for  Frank  and  his  father  John.  John’s  Grandma  Beeson 
would  take  the  baby  boy  into  her  arms  and  sit  in  the 
rocking  chair  where  she  sang  or  talked  to  him.  John, 
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the  first  boy  baby  seemed  to  sense  his  importance,  for 
he  would  look  at  his  grandmother  and  talk  back  to  her, 
(baby  talk). 

Although  John  has  lived  under  several  different  con¬ 
ditions,  he  and  Almeda  have  repaid  grandma's  affec¬ 
tion  many  times.  They  have  had  for  a  number  of 
years  the  sons  and  daughters  of  John  and  Cordelia, 
meet  at  their  home  on  a  Sunday  in  October  near  the 
birthday  date  of  his  father.  The  Beeson  brothers  and 
sisters  with  their  wives  or  husbands  look  upon  the 
occasion  as  an  important  event  of  the  year. 

At  the  age  of  six,  John  entered  the  first  class  taught 
at  the  new  Butler  Township  Centralized  School.  After 
completing  his  twelve  years  of  schooling,  he  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1933.  He  worked  for  his  Great  Uncle 
Will  Wells  in  his  dairy.  Then  he  worked  for  his  Uncle 
Frank  Kelley  driving  his  truck.  One  summer  he  drove 
a  truck  for  a  gravel  company.  In  the  Spring  of  1936 
he  started  with  the  Good  Health  Baking  Co.,  and  had  a 
bread  route  through  the  country.  He  met  and  married 
Almeda  Kettlehake  in  1937.  This  young  couple  finds 
time  from  earning  a  living  to  help  develop  and  carry  on 
civic  educational  and  social  activities  of  their  home 
community. 

John  was  a  top  promoter  of  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  organization  of  the  township,  being  the  first  pre¬ 
sident  of  that  group.  Almeda  takes  active  part  in  the 
P.T.A.  John  has  the  distributorship  of  the  Sunbeam 
Baking  Company  of  Springfield,  Ohio.  The  big  tractor- 
trailer  pulls  into  his  loading  dock  long  before  daylight 
and  individual  trucks  load  up  to  deliver  to  the  house¬ 
wife;  cakes,  cookies,  pies  and  the  “Great  Staff  of  Life", 
bread. 

John  and  Almeda  have  two  children:  John  Douglas 
and  Cordelia  Jane.  The  latter  is  named  after  her  Great- 
Grandmother  Beeson.  J.  D.  is  the  only  Beeson  to  date 
to  carry  the  Beeson  name  for  posterity. 
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The  next  born  was  a  boy  named  Edward  Ambrose, 
who  was  called  “Brose”  for  short.  He  was  born  Septem¬ 
ber,  1916.  Brose  was  the  most  cheerful  and  happy  of 
the  family.  He  had  a  sunny  disposition  and  was  always 
willing  to  help  anyone  in  need.  Ambrose  was  studious 
and  graduated  from  Butler  High  School  with  good 
grades  in  1935. 


AMBROSE  BEESON 
Gave  His  Life  For  His  Country,  1943 


He  then  went  to  Dayton  and  worked  at  the  Inland 
Mfg.  Co.  He  met  a  Dayton  girl,  Jeanette  Ryder,  and 
was  married  in  1940.  In  1942,  Ambrose  enlisted  in  the 
Naval  Armed  Guards.  He  took  his  boot  training  at  the 
Great  Lakes  Naval  Academy.  He  was  then  assigned 
Russia,  for  a  nine-months  tour.  Ambrose  was  officially 
credited  with  downing  one  of  the  German  planes  that 
attacked  the  American  convoy  off  the  coast  of  Russia. 
Later  he  was  transferred  to  an  oil  tanker,  making  runs 
to  and  from  South  America.  During  a  heavy  fog  off  the 
coast  of  Delaware  an  empty  tanker  collided  with  the 
tanker  that  Ambrose  was  on.  Irving  Crump  wrote  in  the 
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magazine,  the  “Boys  Life”,  an  account  of  the  accident 
as  follows: 

“There  is  a  lot  of  talk  about  diving  overboard  and 
swimming  underwater  to  get  clear  of  the  flames.  En¬ 
sign  Gisburne,  in  charge  of  the  naval  guns,  said,  That’s 
impossible.  The  fire  spreads  fast  and  a  man  can’t  swim 
under  water  with  a  life  jacket  on.  I  lost  a  man  who  was 
a  real  hero  of  the  ship’,  he  went  on  to  say.  ‘He  was  Ed¬ 
ward  A.  Beeson  of  Dayton,  Ohio.  Beeson  was  a  veteran 
of  the  Burmansk  run  to  Russia  and  the  Pacific  run.  In 
fact  he  was  due  for  a  furlough,  as  were  most  of  my  men. 
When  Beeson  saw  the  fire  break  out  he  immediately 
hurried  below  to  the  ship’s  magazine,  and  flooded  it.  In 
that  way  he  prevented  an  explosion  that  would  have 
killed  all  of  us.  Unfortunately,  he  was  cut  off  below  and 
lost  his  life  doing  the  thing  that  saved  the  lives  of 
the  rest  of  us’ 

A  memorial  Mass  was  held  for  him  in  May,  1944,  at 
the  St.  John  The  Baptist  Church,  Tipp  City.  He  was 
sadly  missed  by  his  wife,  parents  and  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters.  A  memorial  to  him  stands  in  Memorial  Park  Cem¬ 
etery  near  Murlin  Heights. 

In  the  Spring  of  1918  Pauline  Louise  was  born.  She 
was  a  happy  and  carefree  child  usually  singing  at  work 
and  play.  She  received  her  schooling  at  Butler  Town¬ 
ship  graduating  the  Spring  of  1936.  Interested  in  fur¬ 
thering  her  education,  she  entered  nurses  training  at 
Good  Samaritan  Hospital  in  Dayton.  After  three  years 
of  studying  and  practice  she  graduated  in  the  Spring 
of  1939.  Pauline  remained  at  the  hospital  and  per¬ 
formed  general  duty  in  the  nursery.  Late  that  fall, 
Pauline  was  married  to  George  Suman  of  New  Lebanon. 
She  followed  her  profession  pntil  the  birth  of  her  first 
son,  Patrick.  She  fulfilled  the  duties  of  mother  and 
housewife  until  George  was  called  to  service  in  1943. 
Pauline  was  then  employed  by  Dr.  VanKirk  in  Trot- 
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wood,  as  part-time  nurse.  A  daughter,  Joyce,  was  born 
in  1944. 

George  went  to  Miami  Beach,  Florida  for  his  basic 
training  in  the  Air  Cadet  Training  School.  Later  he 
was  sent  to  Alabama,  staying  there  until  he  was  dis¬ 
charged  in  1945. 

George  and  Pauline  made  their  home  in  Trotwood, 
as  he  was  employed  by  the  Trotwood  Lumber  Co.  Five 
years  later,  George  was  made  manager  of  the  German¬ 
town  Lumber  Co.  They  make  their  home  in  German¬ 
town,  Ohio. 

Vincent  A.  Beeson  was  the  sixth  child,  born  October 
19,  1919.  He  was  a  jolly  boy  and  grew  up  with  his 
brothers  and  sisters  on  the  farm.  A  willing  worker, 
he  got  along  very  well  with  his  family  and  classmates. 

In  1937  he  was  graduated  from  Vandalia  -  Butler 
High  School.  Later  he  started  to  work  at  the  United 
Aircraft  Corp.  in  Dayton,  Ohio.  On  October  7,  1941 
he  enlisted  in  the  Air  Force,  which  took  him  to  Texas, 
Maine,  Nevada,  then  back  to  Maine. 

He  was  assigned  to  the  92nd  Reconnaissance  Squad¬ 
ron,  which  did  coastal  patrol  work.  Vincent  flew  on 
many  missions,  protecting  the  sea  lanes  from  Bangor, 
Maine  to  Galveston,  Texas.  He  was  in  the  Anti-Sub¬ 
marine  Squadron  until  November,  1942.  Sgt.  Vincent 
Beeson  was  then  sent  to  several  schools  for  more  train¬ 
ing.  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  Panama  City,  Florida,  and 
Goldsburg,  North  Carolina,  were  the  final  schools  which 
prepared  him  for  a  member  of  a  heavy  bomber  crew. 
By  the  Spring  of  1943,  he  was  ready  for  his  trip  over¬ 
seas.  His  crew  received  its  plane  at  Mitchel  Field,  N.  Y. 
The  B-24  turned  north  to  Bangor,  Maine,  where  it  se¬ 
cured  more  equipment,  continuing  from  there  to  Gander 
Bay,  Newfoundland.  Their  plane  then  headed  east  by 
south  to  the  Azores,  from  there  to  Marrakech,  Morocco, 
(a  French  Colony).  He  then  flew  to  Algers,  and  on  to 
Tunis. 
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-  The  next  trip  took  the  large  plane  and  its  crew  of 
ten  to  a  combat  airfield  near  a  small  town  in  Italy, 
named  Cherrynollis.  This  is  very  near  the  seaport  of 
Andria.  He  and  his  crew  members  were  assigned  to  the 
465th  Bomb  Group  of  the  15th  Air  Force.  The  missions 
took  him  to  targets:  east  to  Greece,  north  to  Poland 
and  Germany,  and  west  to  Southern  France. 

Vincent  had  many  trips  over  Axis  Territory  without 
personal  mishap,  but  on  one  trip  into  this  area  his  ship 
was  shot  down.  Vincent  being  the  only  survivor  of  the 
crash,  was  picked  up  by  German  Soldiers  and  held  in 
prison  in  the  town  of  Nova  Zamski  in  Hungary.  A  few 
days  later  he  and  seven  other  men  were  made  to  walk 
to  Britislava,  Austria,  then  to  Vienna.  There,  the  Ger¬ 
mans  put  them  on  a  train  and  moved  them  toward 
Nurenberg,  Germany,  where  they  were  placed  in  a 
prison  camp  for  several  months.  The  Allied  Forces 
were  closing  in  on  Nurenberg  so  the  Germans  moved 
the  prisoners  to  a  small  place  near  Munich  called  Moose- 
berg.  One  Sunday  morning  the  3rd  Army  came  in  and 
liberated  them.  Several  days  later  they  were  flown  to 
Le  Havre,  France  and  from  there  sent  home  to  the  good 
old  U.S.A.  While  Vincent  was  at  Le  Havre,  he  had  a 
pleasant  surprise.  He  was  coming  out  of  the  P.  X.  when 
he  happened  to  see  an  old  friend  and  classmate,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Clifford  McCloskey,  former  manager  of  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  Cafeteria,  Dayton,  Ohio.  The  latter  was  with  the 
15th  Army  Air  Force,  just  as  Vincent  was.  The  Lieu¬ 
tenant  had  become  a  prisoner  of  the  Germans,  after  a 
crash  landing  in  Budapest.  As  the  boys  discussed  their 
experiences,  they  discovered  that  they  had  been  in  the 
same  prison  camp.  They  both  had  received  the  Air 
Medal  of  that  time;  and  Technical  Sergeant  Beeson 
also  held  the  European  ribbon  with  three  battle  stars, 
the  pre-Pearl  Harbor  ribbon  and  the  American  defense 
ribbon.  The  Journal  Herald  of  Dayton  carried  pictures 
and  a  story  of  the  two  Butler  Township  graduates,  men- 
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tioning  the  facts  that  they  had  both  been  prisoners  of 
Stalag  Luft  3,  and  had  been  liberated  by  General  Pat¬ 
ton’s  Third  Army. 

At  the  time  Vincent  was  awarded  the  Air  Medal,  the 
following  “Service  Note”  was  published  concerning  him. 

“Staff  Sgt.  Vincent  A.  Beeson,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Frank  Beeson  of  Vandalia,  has  been  awarded  the  Air 
Medal  at  his  AAF  base  in  Italy.  An  engineer  and  waist 
gunner  in  a  B-24  Liberator,  Beeson  is  a  veteran  of 
numerous  combat  missions  against  vital  enemy  targets 
in  southern  Europe.” 

Vincent  returned  to  civilian  life  where  he  went  to 
work  for  Sears,  Roebuck  &  Company  of  Dayton,  Ohio. 
On  the  2nd  of  August,  1947,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Bessie  May  Schroeder,  twenty-four,  of  Dayton,  Ohio. 
Miss  Schroeder  was  formerly  of  Girard,  Kansas.  They 
moved  into  their  own  home  at  415  South  Smithville 
Road  on  the  eve  of  their  marriage.  On  April  14,  1948, 
their  home  was  blessed  with  the  birth  of  a  baby  girl, 
whom  they  named  Connie  Sue.  After  living  in  Dayton 
for  four  years,  they  moved  to  Brandt,  Ohio,  where  they 
still  reside. 

Julia  Ann  (Peggy)  was  born  February  5,  1921.  We 
had  a  joke  on  her  because  the  weather  was  so  bad  and 
rainy  the  doctor’s  car  stuck  in  the  mud  and  a  chain  was 
lost  from  one  of  his  tires.  The  baby  progressed  well, 
grew  up,  and  took  her  part  with  the  rest  of  the  family. 
Since  she  was  a  healthy  girl  she  could  help  her  brother 
Ambrose  deliver  farm  produce  to  customers  in  Dayton 
View  and  Riverdale.  After  graduating  from  Butler 
Township  High  School  in  1939,  she  went  with  her  class 
to  Washington  D.  C. 

Peggy  married  Alfred  Hess  of  Farmers ville.  They 
have  three  children,  James,  Janet  and  Philip.  Alfred 
joined  the  Army  Air  Corps  in  the  Spring  of  1943,  then 
took  his  basic  training  in  Air  Cadet  Training  School 
in  Miami  Beach,  Florida.  He  later  was  sent  to  Air  Cadet 
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Training  School  in  San  Antonio,  Texas  for  B-29  opera¬ 
tion.  Five  months  afterward  he  went  to  Amarillo, 
Texas,  where  he  stayed  until  he  was  discharged  in  1945. 

Julia  Ann,  a  brave  girl,  hopped  into  her  car  with  her 
two  small  children  and  went  to  live  with  her  husband 
in  an  army  base  in  Texas.  After  returning  to  their 
home  in  Ohio,  Alfred  and  his  family,  liking  the  country, 
moved  to  their  present  home  on  Westbrook  Road.  Al¬ 
fred  went  to  work  for  Sears,  Roebuck  and  Company  in 
Dayton,  Ohio,  where  he  is  now  manager  of  the  rug 
department. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  August  15,  1923  another  son 
came  to  join  the  family.  They  named  him  Roscoe  Jo¬ 
seph.  He  was  named  after  an  old  friend  of  the  family, 
Roscoe  Maxton,  who  came  to  buy  apples  the  day  after 
he  was  born.  Roscoe  attended  Butler  Township  school 
and  graduated  in  1942.  He  helped  at  home  with  the 
farming  until  he  was  called  into  the  service  of  his 
country,  February  22,  1945. 

His  basic  training  was  taken  at  Camp  Blanding  in 
Florida.  He  has  always  had  a  liking  for  tractors,  trucks 
and  mechanical  equipment;  so  he  selected  engineering 
while  at  Camp  Blanding.  In  August  of  1945  he  was 
shipped  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  following  which  he 
was  sent  to  the  Phillipines  with  the  395th  Engineers. 
The  company  took  care  of  all  the  engineering  equipment 
which  came  onto  the  islands.  It  was  first  stationed  in 
Manila,  then  moved  to  the  small  town  of  San  Fernand. 

In  January,  1946  he  was  sent  to  Korea,  landing  at 
Jinsen.  This  was  the  same  port  at  which  General  Mac- 
Arthur  and  his  army  landed  after  the  U.N.  troops  were 
pushed  off  of  Fuson.  Then  he  went  to  Seoul,  the  capi¬ 
tal  of  Korea.  Here  he  found  the  people  much  afraid 
of  the  United  States  troops,  because  many  of  their  men 
were  killed  on  Okinawa  in  1945,  when  they  were  forced 
to  fight  for  Japan. 
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Due  to  a  regulation  of  the  United  States  Government, 
which  stated  that  if  any  one  serving  oversea’s  duty 
had  lost  a  member  of  his  immediate  family  in  the  war, 
he  was  to  serve  only  in  the  United  States,  Roscoe 
returned  to  the  States,  June,  1946,  where  he  was  dis¬ 
charged  on  October  29,  1946. 

Returning  home  he  went  into  partnership  with  his 
father  and  George,  his  brother,  on  the  farm.  He  pur¬ 
chased  a  new  line  of  machinery  and  operated  neighbor¬ 
ing  farms;  and  also  did  custom  baling  and  combining. 
On  August  5,  1950,  he  married  Gloria  Piatt  of  near 
Fairborn,  Ohio.  They  make  their  home  with  his  mother 
and  dad  on  the  home  place. 

Elizabeth  June  (Betty)  was  born  in  the  month  of 
June,  1926.  She  arrived  during  strawberry-picking  sea¬ 
son  and  her  mother  pretended  to  be  unhappy  because 
she  couldn’t  help.  Betty  attended  Butler  Township 
School.  During  her  high  school  days  she  worked  at 
Brusman’s  Cafeteria  after  school  and  on  week-ends  to 
help  pay  her  own  way. 

The  night  of  Betty’s  graduation,  on  June  6,  1944, 
will  be  an  evening  long  remembered  as  it  was  D-Day  in 
Europe.  The  allies  had  landed  troops  on  the  shores  of 
Normandy  that  day.  Dick  Stolz,  a  classmate,  was 
thought  to  be  among  those  making  the  landing.  Later 
it  was  learned  he  was  on  the  third  ship  that  landed  in 
France.  His  father  accepted  his  diploma  by  proxy. 

Just  a  few  days  before  Betty’s  graduation,  she  met 
her  husband-to-be,  Charles  McCall  from  Los  Angeles, 
California;  then  stationed  at  the  Vandalia  Airport.  On 
August  17,  1944  they  were  married  in  San  Antonio, 
Texas  where  he  was  located.  Soon  after  their  marriage 
he  was  sent  to  India  and  remained  there  fifteen  months. 
Charles  was  a  mechanic,  working  on  planes  that  were 
flying  the  “Hump”.  These  mechanics  kept  the  planes 
in  good  repair.  They  carried  the  Chinese  soldiers  who 
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had  been  trained  at  Patterson  Field,  Springfield,  Illinois. 
While  Charles  was  in  India,  Mary  Elizabeth  was  born 
May  26,  1945  while  Betty  was  making  her  home  with 
her  parents. 

Chuck  was  discharged  from  service  December  29, 
1945,  and  with  his  family  returned  to  his  home  in  Cali¬ 
fornia,  where  Charlene  Ann  was  born.  On  June  6,  1948 
they  returned  to  Ohio  and  are  now  housekeeping  in 
Vandalia.  Charles  E.  and  William  David  were  born 
after  they  returned  to  Ohio.  Charles  E.  was  taken  by 
death  December  1,  1951,  having  been  ill  only  one  day. 
There  are  other  cousins  who  can  sympathize  with  the 
grief  of  Betty  and  Chuck. 

On  April  25, 1928,  another  son  came  to  join  the  Frank 
Beeson  family.  George  Albert  was  the  smallest  baby 
that  this  family  ever  had,  weighing  only  six  pounds  at 
birth.  What  “Short  Stuff”  lacked  in  size  he  made  up 
with  good  nature  and  plenty  of  energy.  He  attended 
Butler  Township  School  with  his  brothers  and  sisters. 
At  the  age  of  twelve  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  join  Troop 
135  of  Boy  Scouts  of  Vandalia,  which  had  been  newly 
organized.  Through  this  work  he  attended  several 
summer  camps;  one  summer  going  with  the  troop  to 
Wisconsin  via  an  old  school  bus,  which  was  a  wonderful 
experience. 

George  finished  high  school  in  1946  and  worked  for 
the  Clipper  Trailer  Co.  of  Tipp  City  for  about  one  year. 
Desiring  to  return  to  the  farm,  he  went  into  partner¬ 
ship  with  his  brother  Roscoe.  They  cultivated  the  home 
place  and  neighboring  farms  including  that  of  his 
brother  John.  On  Thanksgiving  Day,  1950,  he  married 
Phyllis  Monnin,  a  former  schoolmate.  George  and  Phyl¬ 
lis  are  busy  running  Buss  Campbell’s  farm  in  Miami 
County,  about  five  miles  north  of  Troy.  They  have 
worked  very  hard  and  are  striving  to  be  successful. 
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Richard  Lee,  better  known  as  Dick,  was  born  August 
17,  1929.  Dick  was  a  hale  and  hearty  lad,  who  bore  a 
definite  resemblance  to  his  Great-Grandfather  Tristram 
Beeson.  He  attended  Butler  Township  School  and  was 
the  last  of  the  family  of  eleven  to  graduate.  At  this 
time  an  illustrated  feature  story  was  published  in  the 
Dayton  Journal  Herald,  complimenting  the  Frank  Bee¬ 
son  family  on  its  interest  in  education. 

Farming  did  not  especially  appeal  to  Dick  as  a  life 
work,  so  when  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  he  went 
to  Dayton,  where  he  was  employed  at  the  Frigidaire. 
He  worked  there  for  over  a  year,  but  not  caring  a  great 
deal  for  mass  production,  he  accepted  a  position  at  the 
Peter  Kuntz  Lumber  Co.  at  Trotwood.  He  started  as  a 
helper  in  the  yard  and  later  was  transferred  to  the 
office.  Dick  worked  very  hard  and  in  1951  he  was  named 
assistant  manager  of  the  lumber  company.  He  is  doing 
very  well  and  in  January,  1952,  the  Boosters  Club  of 
Trotwood  elected  him  secretary  of  their  organization. 
June  16,  1951,  he  married  Judy  Lively  from  Butler 
Township.  They  are  now  living  on  Worley  Avenue  in 
Trotwood,  Ohio.  Judy  is  at  present  employed  at  the 
Trotwood  Bank. 

John’s  bayonet  and  sheath,  which  he  used  on  his  gun 
in  the  Civil  War,  hold  an  interesting  place  among  the 
Beesons.  After  John’s  death,  Cordelia  put  these  ar¬ 
ticles  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  older  children  for  a 
few  years,  with  the  understanding  that  they  be  given 
to  the  first  son  to  have  sons  of  his  own.  It  was  presented 
to  Frank,  because  his  sons  were  the  first  Beeson  boys 
of  that  generation.  The  bayonet  and  sheath  were  given 
to  Ambrose,  when  he  entered  the  service,  since  it  was 
considered  appropriate  for  him  to  have  them.  Follow¬ 
ing  the  death  of  Ambrose,  they  have  passed  to  John’s 
son,  John  Douglas,  who  is  the  first  of  the  fourth  gener¬ 
ation  to  continue  the  Beeson  name. 
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ELMER  AND  VIVIEN  BEESON 
ELMER  AND  MATTIE  BEESON 

The  name  which  John  and  Cordelia  gave  their  third 
son  places  the  date  of  his  birth.  Elmer  Garfield  was 
born  May  21,  1882.  Elmer  has  wondered  why  he  was 
not  named  James  Garfield  instead  of  Elmer  Garfield. 

The  small  boy  seems  to  have  had  food  trouble.  Sis¬ 
ter  Nellie  tells  about  caring  for  him  when  he  cried  so 
continuously  that  his  mother  was  thoroughly  worn  out. 
Nellie  would  soothe  him  with  song  and  walking.  His 
mother  has  often  said  that  poor  digestion  was  the 
trouble.  The  boy  remembers  how,  as  a  six-year-old,  he 
would  lie  tummie  down  across  the  seat  of  a  chair  to 
ease  the  pain. 

He  came  through  measles  and  diphtheria  before  he 
was  eight  years  old.  In  the  Chambersburg  School  he 
was  taught  by  Miss  Turner,  Miss  Anderson,  George  Hel- 
ser,  William  Altamer  and  Harry  Arnold.  Too  many 
winters  there  were  many  days  missed  because  of  corn 
cutting,  bad  roads  and  sickness.  Elmer  learned  to  study 
when  he  lived  with  his  sister,  Callie,  the  winter  of  1893- 
94.  Korah  had  him  read  and  recite  to  him  several  times 
and  the  boy  was  surprised  that  he  could  learn  the 
lessons  in  the  books.  He  and  Frank  think  they  learned 
many  things  which  increased  their  knowledge  of  the 
world  by  reading  the  “Youth’s  Companion’’  when  they 
were  growing  boys. 

Elmer  and  Frank  had  many  happy  days  when  they 
were  boys.  Some  of  the  days  were  tragic  too.  There 
were  six  members  of  the  family  sick  of  diphtheria  the 
spring  of  1889.  On  a  bright  morning,  May  2nd,  Nellie 
and  some  of  the  neighborhood  women  had  brought 
breakfast,  washed  hands  and  faces,  and  put  the  beds 
in  order.  Callie  and  Emma  were  in  one  room,  while 
Cora,  Elmer  and  Clifford  were  in  the  living  room,  and 
mother  was  upstairs.  Father,  Frank,  Nellie  and  Howard 
were  not  sick. 
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Elmer  remembers  that  Howard  had  come  to  see  the 
children.  As  he  stood  at  the  north  window  and  looked 
through  the  window’  pane,  Clifford  stood  up  in  his  bed 
and  talked  to  Howrard.  Dr.  William  Riley  came,  took 
temperature  and  pulse,  and  had  medicine  given.  Elmer 
slept  for  aw’hile,  then  because  of  some  commotion,  he 
wraked.  One  of  the  neighbor  women  wras  carrying  Clif¬ 
ford  to  the  front  bedroom.  His  bed  was  quickly  cleared 
aw’ay.  Cora  talked  across  to  Elmer,  “Clifford  is  dead”, 
she  told  him.  Callie  wras  quietly  crying  in  the  other 
room. 

Elmer  put  his  face  down  in  the  pillow7  and  thought, 
“I  can’t  show7  Clifford  the  bird’s  nest  in  the  pasture  this 
summer”.  Children  often  keep  pains  tucked  awray  with¬ 
in  themselves  that  older  people  know  nothing  about. 

Elmer  and  Frank  pastured  cow7s,  played  with  the 
dog,  hoed  vegetables,  tended  and  picked  berries,  played 
with  their  cousins,  Warren  Booher,  Harry  Huey,  the 
Brentlinger  boys,  and  sometimes  the  Patton  children. 

The  twTo  boys  sometimes  caught  the  horses  which 
were  in  pasture  and  raced  up  and  down  the  creek  valley. 
Frank  saved  money  from  his  work  and  Elmer  from  the 
sale  of  some  pigs  he  had  raised ;  they  purchased  bi¬ 
cycles.  Those  bicycles  helped  to  broaden  their  experi¬ 
ences.  The  two  boys  got  into  trouble  at  times.  One 
Sunday  afternoon  they  w’ent  swimming  in  the  river. 
A  swift  current  swept  them  out  of  their  depth,  then 
Harry  Huey,  with  a  long  pole,  waded  into  the  wrater 
farther  down  and  pulled  Frank  out.  Elmer  paddled 
enough  to  stay  up  until  the  current  carried  him  across 
the  deep  place,  then  he  could  climb  up  the  bank.  Three 
very  scared  boys  dressed  and  w7ent  home,  promising 
each  other  that  they  w’ould  not  tell  the  parents. 

Opportunity  for  employment  wras  increasing;  in  1900 
an  electric  train  road  wras  being  built  from  Dayton  to 
Troy.  The  pay  w’as  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  for  ten 
hours  of  w’ork.  Elmer,  an  18  year  old,  120  pound  boy 
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asked  for,  and  was  given  a  job.  With  the  money  earned, 
he  entered  Otterbein  Preparatory  School  at  Wester¬ 
ville,  Ohio.  With  more  railroad  work,  he  was  able  to 
attend  more  college.  After  three  years  of  school  teach¬ 
ing,  he  visited  Colorado  to  see  Frank.  On  the  way  back 
he  visited  the  Erismans  in  Missouri,  and  spent  a -week 
at  the  World’s  Fair  at  St.  Louis.  He  went  back  to  col¬ 
lege,  met  a  classmate  who  was  married,  had  taken  the 
examinations,  and  had  gone  to  the  Philippine  Islands 
to  teach.  Elmer  got  the  same  idea.  One  morning  he 
drove  the  milk  wagon  to  Dayton,  went  to  the  Teachers’ 
Institute,  which  was  in  session,  and  asked  Vivien  Ston¬ 
er,  a  young  teacher  with  whom  he  had  been  going  for 
a  year,  if  she  would  go  with  him  to  the  Philippines.  She 
laughed  at  him  a  bit  and  said,  “This  is  a  strange  time 
and  a  strange  place  to  ask  such  a  question.  Don’t  you 
think  we  should  be  married  before  we  go?” 

They  were  married  the  next  April  2,  1908.  and  went 
to  the  Islands  for  a  three-year  period.  Elmer  taught 
manual  arts  and  English,  while  Vivien  taught  Home 
Economics  and  English.  Each  had  some  native  teachers 
who  helped  with  the  instruction.  The  two  young  teach¬ 
ers  learned  many  things  about  other  people.  They  met 
English  merchants,  German  traders.  Spanish  mer¬ 
chants  and  transportation  agents,  Chinese  merchants 
and  builders,  American  business  men,  engineers  and 
many  others.  They  became  well  acquainted  with  Sr. 
Osemanpa  who  was  a  Chino-Philippine.  A  very  intelli¬ 
gent  man,  who  had  been  able  to  keep  hot-headed,  irre¬ 
sponsible  men  from  stirring  up  trouble,  which  would 
put  the  burden  on  the  “tao”,  or  common  man,  while  the 
trouble-maker  reaped  the  profits.  After  three  years 
Elmer  and  Vivien  returned  to  the  States.  They  brought 
with  them  their  daughter  Cordelia,  who  was  born  Oc¬ 
tober  25, 1909  at  the  Hospital  in  the  City  of  Iloilo.  They 
purchased  a  small  farm  in  Washington  Township.  El¬ 
mer  began  teaching.  After  the  farm  was  sold,  Elmer 
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became  superintendent  of  the  Schools  of  Van  Buren 
Township,  Oakwood  and  Belmont.  Nellie  Alice  was 
born  April  8,  1911.  November  4,  1915,  Vivien  left  her 
family  and  was  taken  to  be  with  the  Heavenly  Family. 
She  and  the  infant  son  were  buried  in  the  Polk  Grove 
Cemetery. 

June  12,  1919,  Mattie  M.  Bahns  came  to  the  home. 
Cordelia  and  Alice  express  the  situation  as  follows: 
“We  had  several  years  of  hired  housekeepers,  good- 
hearted  grandmothers  who  were  needed  at  home,  and 
one,  kind,  sweet-tempered  cousin,  Ethel  Weeks.  We  led 
these  various  ladies  a  merry  chase ;  we  chewed  tar,  get¬ 
ting  it  all  over  our  teeth  and  clothes.  We  played  in 
Hills  and  Dales,  which  was  just  back  of  the  house, 
where  we  got  lost  and  made  everyone,  even  the  mayor 
of  the  village,  hunt  for  us. 

‘‘We  were  glad  when  Dad  brought  a  new  mother 
home  to  us.  We  have  a  lot  of  nice  memories  of  those 
days.  Mother  made  for  me,  Alice,  a  lovely  blue  coat 
with  checked  collar  and  cuffs.  She  had  a  birthday 
surprise  party  for  Cordelia  that  she  still  remembers. 

“They  say  that,  although  we  did  not  realize  it  at  the 
time,  she  had  washing  and  housecleaning  to  do  that 
would  have  daunted  a  less  capable  bride.  When  our 
new  mother  did  substitute  teaching  at  Pasadena  School, 
we  were  very  proud  of  her.  She  took  us  on  little  picnics 
and  taught  us  many  little  niceties  of  living  that  we  have 
not  forgotten. 

Elmer  and  Mattie  built  a  house  in  what  is  now  Oak- 
wood,  while  Elmer  was  with  the  County  Y.M.C.A.  Later 
he  was  associated  with  Henry  Weeks  in  the  general 
store  in  Vandalia. 

There  Audrey  Faye  was  born  August  8,  1919;  and 
Arthur  Andrew  was  born  June  6,  1921.  As  a  result  of 
change  in  politics,  Elmer  received  an  appointment  as 
postmaster  at  Vandalia.  Vandalia  grew  rapidly,  the 
post  office  became  third  class  and  Mattie  took  the  exam- 
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ination,  receiving  the  highest  rating,  and  was  appointed 
postmaster.  Elmer  continued  school  supervision.  He 
was  graduated  from  Otterbein  College  with  a  B.S.  de¬ 
gree.  He  later  received  his  M.A.  degree  from  Miami 
University.  He  supervised  schools  at  Englewood,  Ran¬ 
dolph  Township,  and  at  the  Plainville  District  of  Hamil¬ 
ton  County.  This  is  now  the  Mariemont  District  of 
Mariemont,  Ohio.  The  construction  and  organization 
of  the  new  high  school,  he  feels,  was  the  outstanding 
work  of  his  school  life.  Elmer’s  college  education  was 
acquired  largely  through  his  own  efforts. 

Mattie,  who  was  born  August  19,  1891,  has  intrigued 
her  children  with  stories  of  her  girlhood  in  Kansas. 
Her  father,  a  Prussian  German,  was  brought  to  Ameri¬ 
ca  as  a  two-year-old  child.  Her  mother  was  a  Dayton 
girl.  The  young  couple  put  up  with  many  hardships, 
but  hard  work  and  good  management  enabled  them  to 
purchase  a  large  farm  in  the  good  farm  lands  near 
Ottawa,  Kansas.  There,  the  little  black-eyed  girl  with 
long,  black  braids  fished  with  her  brothers  and  sisters, 
and  sometimes  alone.  She  rode  the  horses  in  the  pas¬ 
ture;  with  her  brothers,  she  slid  from  the  hay  stacks 
to  the  ground.  Sometimes  they  would  land  on  the  back 
of  a  pig  which  slept  in  the  shade  of  the  stack.  The  pig 
would  jump  up  with  a  boy  or  girl  on  its  back,  and  there 
would  be  a  real  “piggy  back  ride”,  for  as  long  as  the 
child  could  stick.  On  one  occasion,  while  she  fished 
alone,  she  heard  a  slight  rustling  sound  across  the 
stream  only  a  few  yards  away.  There  was  a  very  large, 
blacksnake  gliding  down  to  the  water.  Hurriedly  she 
gathered  up  her  pole,  not  forgetting  her  fish,  and  began 
to  run.  She  ran  so  fast  that  not  even  a  coyote  could 
have  caught  her.  The  little  girl  came  with  her  family 
back  to  Ohio  where  she  attended  school  in  Dayton. 
Then  later,  she  graduated  from  Fairmont  High  School, 
took  training  for  teaching  at  Miami  University,  and  at 
Ypsilanti,  Michigan.  She  taught  in  Montgomery  County. 
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Having  retired  from  school  work,  Mattie  and  Elmer 
live  at  Morrow, 

Cordelia  Jeannette  Beeson  was  born  October  25,  1909, 
at  Iloilo,  Province  of  Iloilo,  P.I.  She  was  a  large,  healthy 
child,  but  the  young,  inexperienced  parents  were 
not  able  to  select  proper  foods,  and  the  little  girl  had 
a  hard  time  living  for  three  years.  Cordelia  says  she 
had  much  time  of  pleasure  and  also  some  of  sadness 
during  her  childhood.  Her  first  year  of  school  was  at 
Fairmont;  during  that  year  her  mother  died.  Miss 
Routsong  was  very  kind  as  were  the  older  girls.  She 
would  ask  to  be  excused,  would  go  to  the  hall  where  the 
lunches  were  kept,  and  sit  on  a  bench  alone  and  cry. 
She  recalls  that  she  watched  older  boys  haze  some  lower 
classmen.  A  boy  was  tied  to  the  back  end  of  a  buggy, 
then  the  horse  was  driven  rapidly  and  the  boy  had  to 
run  fast  or  be  dragged  along  for  a  few  rods.  Also,  the 
time  her  father  had  a  cheek  bone  broken,  she  looked 
in  the  window  of  the  door  while  the  doctors  fixed  the 
bone. 

Mr.  John  Patterson,  atop  his  tall  bay  horse,  used  to 
stop  and  talk  to  her  and  Alice,  while  they  played  on  a 
grassy  spot  in  Hills  and  Dales.  Here,  too,  the  small 
biplanes  would  fly  close  to  the  ground  and  the  pilot 
would  call  to  them  as  they  walked  along  the  paths  near 
the  Country  Club. 

She  attended  school  in  VanBuren  Township  and  But¬ 
ler  Township,  and  graduated  from  High  School  at  But¬ 
ler.  After  two  more  years  she  graduated  from  the  Day- 
ton  Normal  School.  Perhaps  following  a  nomadic  urge 
to  travel,  she  married  Lyman  Woodruff  who  was  in 
charge  of  the  American  Airways  Station  at  Vandalia, 
September  5,  1929.  For  six  years  she  lived  about  the 
United  States  wherever  a  new  American  Airways  Sta¬ 
tion  was  being  installed.  She  had  four  children,  whom 
she  brought  back  to  Ohio  to  rear.  To  meet  the  educa¬ 
tional  requirements  of  Ohio  to  teach,  she  completed 
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training  and  graduated  from  Miami  University  with 
a  degree  in  Education.  It  was  while  teaching  at  Engle¬ 
wood,  Ohio,  that  there  was  an  opportunity  to  get  into 
the  Dayton  School  System  in  1940.  She  expects  to  re¬ 
main  in  that  system  until  she  reaches  the  age  of  retire¬ 
ment. 

Her  children  are  growing  up.  Patricia  Faye  Wood¬ 
ruff  was  born  at  Lexington,  Kentucky,  June  29,  1930. 
Pat  graduated  from  the  same  High  School  from  which 
her  mother  was  graduated.  She  married  James  McKisic, 
a  West  Virginia  boy.  Jim  has  taken  two  years  of  train¬ 
ing  at  the  Miami  Jacobs  School  of  Business,  Dayton, 
and  is  now  a  salesman.  Patty  and  Jim  are  living  at 
Vandalia,  Ohio.  They  are  busy  —  Jim  is  selling  and 
Pat  is  employed  at  the  North  Dayton  Branch  of  the 
Winters  Bank. 

Vivien  Laura  Woodruff  was  born  May  12,  1932  at 
Columbus,  Ohio.  Vivien,  like  her  mother,  had  a  hard 
time  during  the  first  years  of  her  life.  She  attended 
Laconda  School,  Springfield,  Ohio,  and  the  Butler  School. 
She  graduated  from  high  school  there.  After  gradua¬ 
tion  she  did  office  work  for  the  White  Villa  Dairy,  and 
worked  for  the  Elder  and  Johnston  Department  Store. 
That  experience  helped  to  secure  a  place  in  the  Main 
Office,  Winter's  Bank.  She  says  she  knows  now  what 
happens  to  money  after  it  is  deposited  in  the  bank. 

Lyman  Wilbur  Woodruff  was  a  small,  slender  boy 
with  red  hair  and  quick,  brown  eyes.  The  boy  was 
quick  to  understand  how  to  keep  the  wires  connected 
so  the  lights  on  the  Christmas  tree  would  stay  lighted. 
He  has  a  quiet  way  of  making  friends  with  older  folks. 
He  understands  a  good  deal  about  machinery.  As  a 
high  school  boy,  he  earned  money  by  working  at  the 
News  Paper  Printing  Department.  Wilbur  graduated 
from  Butler  High  School  in  the  summer  of  1952. 

Neil  Arthur  Woodruff,  born  in  Cincinnati,  April  11, 
1936,  is  better  known  as  Jerry.  He  is  a  tall,  sunny,  fair- 
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haired  boy  who  attends  Butler  School.  With  his  regular 
school  he  has  taken  lessons  in  drawing,  has  sold  papers, 
and  worked  for  neighbors.  He  is  now  a  freshman. 

Nellie  Alice  Beeson,  born  April  10,  1912,  grew 
through  babyhood  with  Cordelia,  her  sister.  Alice  would 
walk  up  to  a  horse  or  a  piece  of  machinery  without  re¬ 
gard  to  danger.  Cordelia  felt  the  responsibility  of  keep¬ 
ing  her  sister  from  harm.  A  neighbor  was  driving  past 
as  the  two  girls  were  walking  along  the  road.  The  two 
and  a  half-year-old  Alice  wanted  to  walk  in  the  middle 
of  the  road,  but  Cordelia,  seeing  the  horse  and  buggy 
coming,  pulled  at  her  sister.  When  Alice  would  not 
respond,  Cordelia  pushed  her  over,  rolled  her  into  the 
grass  and  sat  on  her  while  the  neighbor  passed. 

Alice  started  her  schooling  at  Oakwood,  Harmon  Ave¬ 
nue  kindergarten,  being  sent  part  of  two  years  because 
she  bothered  her  Grandma  Beeson.  She  entered  Butler 
School  at  Vandalia  in  the  fourth  grade,  continuing  there 
until  she  graduated  from  high  school  in  1929.  She  at¬ 
tended  Dayton  Junior  Teachers’  College  for  two  years, 
receiving  a  Certificate  in  Primary  Education.  She 
taught  in  Mad  River  Wagner  School  for  four  years. 
During  that  time  she  entered  Wittenburg  College  and 
was  graduated  from  there  in  1936. 

Alice  and  Roy  Gordon  Gueltig  were  married  in  the 
Sugar  Creek  Presbyterian  Church,  July  17,  1938.  They 
went  to  housekeeping  in  their  own  house  at  3101  Saga- 
mon  Avenue,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Roy  was  born  February  22,  1916,  in  New  Albany, 
Indiana.  His  Great-Grandfather,  William  B.  Hancock, 
was  a  descendant  of  John  Hancock  who  signed  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  The  birthplace  was  a  part 
of  a  land  grant  which  the  great-grandfather  had  re¬ 
ceived  for  services  in  the  Revolution.  The  Gueltigs  were 
Germans  who  came  from  near  the  Black  Forest  not 
many  miles  from  Berlin.  Roy  attended  Belmont  and 
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Steele  High  School.  Later  he  was  employed  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Cash  Register  Company  for  twelve  years,  but  he 
wanted  to  work  for  himself  so  he  is  now  a  building  con¬ 
tractor. 

Roy  and  Alice  have  a  daughter,  Priscilla  Rose,  born 
August  21,  1939,  and  a  son,  Karl  Mark,  born  February 
24,  1944.  They  attend  Pasadena  and  the  Junior  High 
School. 

Audrey  Faye  Beeson  was  born  August  8,  1919.  The 
baby  met  the  expectation  of  the  young  mother,  by  being 
a  perfect  little  body,  with  red  hair  that  curled,  and  blue 
eyes  that  sparkled.  She  was-  so  friendly,  and  the  elderly 
ladies  of  the  community  enjoyed  the  visits  which  the 
little  girl  paid  them  whenever  she  had  the  opportunity, 
because  her  expressions  were  so  mature  and  direct.  She 
remembers  the  visits  to  cousins  and  friends  who  lived 
on  farms,  and  to  her  Grandma  Bahns,  who  lived  in  the 
city. 

Faye’s  mother  read  and  talked  to  her  and  her  brother 
Andrew.  The  two  children  went  often  with  their  father 
to  the  city  to  sell  crates  of  eggs  and  to  purchase  sup¬ 
plies  for  the  store.  They  knew  the  fruit  salesman  who 
had  a  cellar  where  the  stocks  of  bananas  were  ripening. 
They  remembered  the  ice-cream  factory  and  Under¬ 
wood  Candy  Factory,  and  the  Ford  truck,  for  they 
could  hold  the  wheel  and  drive  when  the  road  was  clear. 

Faye’s  schooling  began  at  Butler  and  was  completed 
through  high  school  at  Terrace  Park,  Ohio,  where  she 
enjoyed  giving  recitations  and  taking  part  in  class 
plays. 

At  Terrace  Park,  she  became  acquainted  with  a  class¬ 
mate,  Robert  Corey.  Robert  and  his  twin  brother  were 
born  August  16,  1919.  Bob’s  father  gives  a  brief  ac¬ 
count  of  their  ancestors,  who  can  be  traced  back  to  Sir 
Francis  Drake  of  Queen  Elizabeth’s  reign.  Bob’s 
mother,  Helen  Cunningham  Corey,  was  a  Cincinnati 


Beeson  Family  History 


113 


girl  who  explained  about  feeding  twins.  “The  one  that 
cried  the  loudest”,  she  said,  “I  fed  first”.  This  method 
of  feeding  worked,  for  both  men  are  big  fellows.  This 
acquaintance  continued  until  Faye  had  attended  Miami 
University  and  Bob  had  graduated  from  Miami  and 
enlisted  in  the  U.S.M.C. 

Faye  was  working  for  a  Public  Accountant  Office 
while  Bob  went  from  graduation  to  Marine  Officers’ 
Training  at  Pearl  Harbor  and  rapid  preparation  for  con¬ 
flict.  Knowing  that  the  Marines  were  being  shipped 
out  rapidly,  Faye  and  Robert,  now  Lieutenant  Corey, 
were  married  in  a  church  in  Washington  D.C.,  October 
24,  1942. 

Robert  and  Faye  had  a  few  weeks  at  San  Diego,  Cali¬ 
fornia,  then  on  January  2,  1943,  Robert  was  shipped 
out,  destination  unknown.  His  final  destination  was 
Noumea,  New  Caledonia.  Soon  they  were  transported 
to  Guadalcanal.  They  were  landed  at  Efate,  New  He¬ 
brides,  September,  1943,  then  back  to  Guadalcanal, 
October  15. 

Lieutenant  Corey  could  tell  many  incidents  about 
landings,  attacks  and  counter  attacks,  of  nights  in  fox 
holes,  with  noises,  darkness,  rain,  creeping,  crawling 
things  and  patrols  back  of  the  lines.  There  were  times 
of  sickness,  wounds  and  death.  There  were  new,  young 
recruits  who  went  wild  from  the  strain,  others  who 
disappeared  because  of  lack  of  understanding  of  combat 
training,  or  not  knowing  how  to  use  the  training  which 
they  had  received.  He  found  he  must  force  some,  direct 
some,  and  command  others. 

Bob  does  not  mind  talking  about  the  establishing  of 
communications,  about  food,  travel  and  housing.  He 
balks  at  questions  about  leading  raids  behind  enemy 
lines,  infiltration  of  enemy  positions  after  dark,  or 
enemy  infiltration  of  his  own  lines.  He  has  talked  about 
Okinawa  which  was  so  very  well  fortified  by  the  enemy. 
There  were  caves,  entrenchments,  tunnels  and  dugouts. 
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There  were  enemy  planes  in  the  air;  and  there  were 
ships  and  boats  on  and  under  the  water.  The  Marines 
hit  the  beach  April  1,  1945 ;  the  landing  boats  came  in 
wave  on  wave.  Some  boats  hit  mines  and  were  no  more. 
Others  were  disabled  but  managed  to  land,  while  some 
came  in  without  mishap.  The  men  piled  out  of  the  boats 
and  waded  ashore.  These  held  on  to  the  bit  of  coast 
while  the  Navy  blasted  away  at  the  fortifications  di¬ 
rectly  in  front  of  the  beachhead.  Smoke  screens  drifted 
over  as  more  Marines  landed  and  yard  by  yard,  pushed 
forward.  They  advanced  over  land  plowed  and  churned 
by  shells.  Still  enemy  men  crawled  out  from  holes  and 
fought,  until  they  were  searched  out  and  taken.  Okina¬ 
wa  was  secured,  planes  could  land,  (after  landing  fields 
were  prepared)  and  take  off  from  here  to  bomb  the 
mainland. 

Bob’s  enlistment  was  almost  completed.  Captain  R. 
B.  Corey  started  for  “States  Side”,  August  21,  1945. 
After  his  return,  Bob  was  employed  by  the  Veterans’ 
Administration.  He  and  Faye  constructed  a  building 
in  Terrace  Park  suitable  for  business  use.  Robert  has 
been  selling  for  some  time  now. 

June  21,  1946,  the  young  couple  welcomed  to  their 
home  a  husky,  baby  boy.  They  named  him  Bruce  Doug¬ 
las.  Time  has  passed,  and  Bruce  is  now  in  kindergarten 
in  the  Marimont  Schools.  August  31,  1948,  the  second 
son,  Bradley  Stephen,  was  born.  Bradley  is  a  friendly 
child  with  a  smile  for  everyone.  Both  boys  are  stout, 
vigorous  children. 

A.  Andrew,  the  son  of  Elmer  G.  and  Mattie  M.  Bee¬ 
son,  was  born  June  25,  1921.  The  lad  arrived  before 
the  doctor.  That  does  not  mean  that  he  has  always 
gotten  up  before  the  sun  every  day  of  his  life.  “Andrew 
is  a  rather  heavy  name  for  such  a  young  boy”,  com¬ 
mented  his  Grandfather  Bahns,  but  the  name  did  not 
weigh  down  the  spirit  of  the  boy,  for  he  was  friendly 
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to  all,  and  seemed  to  particularly  appreciate  the  com¬ 
panionship  of  boys  and  men. 

Andrew  attended  school  at  Butler  School  through  the 
grades.  He  knew  more  than  he  talked  about,  and  he 
loved  his  dog  and  rabbits,  although  he  never  wanted  .to 
see  anything  hurt. 

He  moved  to  Terrace  Park  where  they  could  be  nearer 
his  father’s  school  work.  Here  he  became  acquainted 
with  a  number  of  boys,  the  memory  of  whose  friend¬ 
ship  is  still  constant  after  many  years. 

There  was  strong  competition  for  good  grades  in 
school,  but  Andrew  made  high  ratings  each  year.  Then 
during  his  last  year  of  high  school  he  had  the  times  of 
his  life.  He  had  the  chance  to  play  football,  and  he  was 
the  man  who  called  the  signals.  His  team  won,  and  he 
thought  this  experience  more  worthwhile  than  the  State 
Test  honors.  Following  high  school,  the  boy  entered 
Ohio  State  University. 

The  war  had  started,  and  he  knew  he  would  soon  be 
drafted,  so  he  secured  a  job  in  Dayton  for  awhile.  He 
smiled  sometimes  at  the  high  wages,  but  he  tried  to 
earn  them  he  said. 

Andrew  received  his  basic  training  at  A.  F.  Kessler 
Field.  Then  A.S.T.P.  at  L.S.U.  from  September,  1943, 
to  March,  1944 ;  Camp  Clarborne,  La.  until  September, 

1944,  and  on  into  the  Army  Engineers  Corps  with  which 
he  was  shipped  over  to  the  South  Pacific. 

His  outfit  was  first  sent  to  Oro  Bay  in  New  Guinea, 
September,  1944.  From  here  they  went  to  Tanah  Marah. 
or  Dutch  Hollandia.  This  is  where  he  was  first  attacked 
by  malaria.  Next,  they  proceeded  to  Lae  where  he  con¬ 
tracted  dengue  fever. 

The  work  for  his  unit  was  to  lay  the  pipe  lines  from 
the  coast  back  to  the  landing  fields  (the  work  of  the 
Fuel  Distribution  Company).  June,  1945  to  August, 

1945,  they  were  at  Batangas,  P.I.  Batangas  is  about 
sixty  miles  south  of  Manila.  While  at  Manila,  the  unit 
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built  fuel  tanks  for  the  expected  1st  Army  from  Europe, 
August  30,  1945  to  January,  1946. 

The  unit  loaded  its  equipment  on  board  ship  and  was 
soon  on  its  way  to  Japan.  Look  at  your  map  to  see  Yoka- 
hama;  twenty  miles  west  is  Atsugr  where  their  first 
task  was  to  lay  fuel  lines  to  supply  the  bombers  as  soon 
as  they  arrived.  It  required  six  days  and  six  nights. 
That  was  a  time  when  it  was  not  necessary  to  be  rocked 
to  sleep.  Yokosuka  was  the  Naval  Base  for  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  time.  Here  was  an  occasion  when  the  Army 
ate  with  the  Navy.  Andrew  says  the  food  was  won¬ 
derful. 

January,  1946  had  arrived  and  he  was  headed  for 
the  States.  He  received  his  discharge  February  14,  at 
Camp  Atterbury.  However,  the  fever  came  with  him, 
and  sometimes  when  he  ran  out  of  atabrine,  the  going 
was  rough. 

He  re-entered  Ohio  State  University  and  graduated 
in  1947 ;  a  Chemical  Engineer.  He  was  employed  that 
summer  by  the  Carnegie  Illinois  Steel  Corporation, 
Clairton,  Pennsylvania.  The  company  is  now  the  United 
States  Steel  Corporation. 

Andrew  met  Norma  Allison  soon  after  he  arrived 
home.  Norma,  a  graduate  of  Morrow  High  School,  had 
secured  employment  at  Wright  Field  during  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1945.  She  remained  there  until  the  fall  of  the 
same  year,  then  went  to  work  at  Delco  in  the  Personnel 
Department.  Andrew  and  Norma  were  married  August 
30, 1947.  They  went  to  housekeeping  at  Clairton,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  where  Andrew  was  employed.  Norma  is  the 
daughter  of  Ed  and  Margaret  Allison.  Ed  is  of  Scotch 
descent  and  Margaret  Ludlum  Allison  is  of  a  family 
long  resident  in  Morrow  community. 

Lynn  Allison  Beeson,  born  August  22,  1948,  is  a 
little  bundle  of  energy  and  fun.  She  plays  tricks  on  her 
dad  and  mom,  and  talks  faster  than  her  mother.  Carol 
Christine  Beeson  was  born  November  4,  1951.  She  has 
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a  very  calm,  quiet  disposition,  and  it  appears  that  she 
will  continue  to  be  quiet  like  her  father. 


BROTHERS  AND  SISTERS,  19C9 


REUNION  HISTORY 

In  the  days  of  difficult  transportation,  families  spent 
much  time  together.  Their  main  diversions  from  every¬ 
day  tasks  were  associating  with  each  other.  John  Henry 
Beeson’s  ancestors  were  probably  no  exception  in  fol¬ 
lowing  such  practices. 

Cordelia’s  and  John’s  sons  and  daughters,  as  they 
married  and  acquired  their  own  homes,  visited  their 
parents  probably  more  than  most  families  of  that  time. 
They  also  visited  each  other  frequently,  usually  on  Sun¬ 
day,  enjoying  dinner  together. 

The  reunion  idea  was  not  in  their  minds,  but  they 
were  rapidly  forming  the  reunion  habit.  Occasionally 
all  the  families  would  gather  at  John’s  and  Cordelia’s 
home  on  a  selected  day.  In  time,  the  arrangement  was 
changed  to  meeting  annually,  at  the  home  of  each  mar¬ 
ried  son  and  daughter  in  order  of  age.  In  1917,  Maggie 
Flatter,  the  eldest  child,  held  the  first  gathering  at  her 
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heme  on  the  Sam  Booher  place  on  Cassel  Road.  This 
rotation  was  followed  until  the  group  became  too  large 
for  home  reunions. 

For  sometime  Thanksgiving  was  the  regular  reunion 
day.  It  was  during  this  period  that  the  family  formed 
a  loose  organization  electing  a  chairman  and  secretary- 
treasurer.  When  more  room  was  needed,  (about  1926) 
they  changed  from  homes  to  larger  places,  such  as, 
Butler  Township  Hall,  the  Gun  Club  and  the  United 
Brethren  Church  basement,  all  of  Vandalia. 

The  cold  weather  on  Thanksgiving  Day  and  the 
larger  groups  resulted  in  another  change,  to  a  reunion 
on  the  second  Sunday  in  July.  After  this  date  was  set, 
the  ‘‘Chat  and  Chew”  shelter  house  at  Tipp  City  Park 
was  used  for  several  years.  In  1948,  Fort  Ancient  was 
the  meeting  place,  and  recently  the  family  has  chosen 
Miami  Valley  Chautauqua  Grounds  for  the  Beeson  get- 
together. 

Over  the  years,  various  friends  of  the  family  were 
invited  to  attend  and  were  sometimes  asked  to  speak 
to  the  group.  Among  them  were:  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Riley 
of  Vandalia,  the  Clawson  and  French  families,  who  were 
nephews  and  nieces  of  John  and  Cordelia,  and  the  Misses 
Hattie  and  Gertrude  Shoemaker.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Busch,  who  were  long-time  neighbors  of  John  and  Cor¬ 
delia,  gave  talks  on  Tristram  Beeson,  whom  they  re¬ 
membered.  These  discussions  were  of  interest  to  the 
family,  for  they  learned  facts  concerning  their  grand¬ 
father  at  that  time.  Other  old  friends  and  neighbors 
attending  were:  Miss  Emma  Smith,  Mrs.  Jim  Curtis 
and  Mr.  Gus  Bennert. 

The  attendance  at  the  Beeson  Reunions  has  steadily 
increased  from  the  beginning  until  the  number  of  mem¬ 
bers  present  approaches  one  hundred. 


